
Continuing a Tradition of Success! 
Congratulations to the winners of the 51st an-
nual California FFA State Cotton Judging Con-
test, Han-
ford High 
School 
FFA.  The 
contest 
was held 
on Novem-
ber 1, 
2008 at 
CSU 
Fresno. Hanford Competed against 10 differ-
ent teams from as far south as Bakersfield and 
as far north as Chowchilla.  Members of the 
championship team included Brandon Lee 1st 
high individual, Nick Badasci 3rd high individ-
ual, Seth Dewey 4th high individual, and Tyler 
Beck 5th high individual.  The victorious mem-
bers continued a tradition of success in the 
Cotton Judging Career Development Event.  
Since 1970 the Hanford FFA Cotton Judging 
Teams have won 24 state titles! This year’s 
victory is the second in the last three years. 
The younger team members made up Hanford 
B teams #1 and #2.  The Hanford B team #1 
won third place.  This team was made up of 
Patrick Brasil, Zach Beck, Jordan Avila, and Ty-
ler 
Turner.  
Jordan 
Avila was 
the 2nd 
high indi-
vidual 
overall in 
the B 

contest.  Hanford’s B team #2 was the 5th high 
team.  This team was made up of Elizabeth 
Gingles, Dale Henry, Eric Sisneroz, and Mycaela 
Leoni.   Coaches Sam Rodriguez and Brian 
Combes are very proud of the team’s accom-
plishments! 
 
6th Annual Central Coast Cotton Conference 
Hard to believe its been 6 years since the first 
Central Coast Cotton Conference (CCCC)!  It all 
started at the Cliffs at Shell Beach and finally 
outgrew those accommodations so for the past 
two years the conference was held in Monterey.  
The steady decline in cotton acreage over the 
last several years has certainly impacted all as-
pects of the business including this outstanding 
conference.  So to make the necessary adjust-
ments several changes have been made for the 
6th CCCC.  First of all, it’s back to its roots at the 
Cliffs in Shell Beach.  Secondly, the time has 
been moved up to late January to meet the de-
mands of many as being a better time of year 
and beyond late picking and ginning.  Finally, 
this year’s program will be expanded beyond 
just its focus on cotton and will incorporate dis-
cussions on other crops commonly grown in ro-
tation and competing with cotton. 
As always, it’s a great place to meet, visit, re-
view the past season and look ahead.  Note the 
advertisement enclosed here for information on 
hotel and conference registration as well as a 
preliminary program.  Make your plans today.  
Hotel accommodations can get tight.   
Spend a few relaxing days in January on the 
coast visiting with friends and discussing the in-
dustry and its issues.  Sign up today!  See you 
there!   

December 2008                                                                                                                                                 Volume XIX, Issue  12 

The Cotton Chronicle   
1785 N. Fine Avenue, Fresno, CA  93727 • Telephone: (559) 252-0684 • Fax: (559) 252-0551 

www.ccgga.org 

Newsletter of the California Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations 

 
 

Industry Calendar 

 

Dec 9 

Ginners Board Mtg—

Fresno 
 

Dec 10-12 

Cotton Incorporated  

Full Board Mtg — 

San Diego 
 

Dec 24-26 

CCGGA Office Closed 
 

Dec 31-Jan2 

CCGGA Office Closed 
 

Jan 5-8 

Beltwide Cotton  

Conference — 

San Antonio, TX 
 

Jan 21-23 

Central Coast Cotton 

Conference —  

Shell Beach, CA 

 

Feb 13-16 

NCC Annual Meeting— 

Washington, D.C. 

 

CCGGA Staff 
 

Earl P. Williams 

President / CEO 

earl@ccgga.org 

 

Roger A. Isom 

Executive Vice President 

roger@ccgga.org 

 

Casey D. Creamer 

Assistant Vice President 

casey@ccgga.org 

 

Shana Colby 

Administrative Assistant 

shana@ccgga.org 



ARB Continues Onslaught of Diesel Fines – Nobody is 
Safe 
The Cities of Palmdale, Oxnard and Pasadena have re-
cently joined a growing list of companies with heavy duty 
diesel trucks that have failed to perform annual Periodic 
Smoke Inspections.  Over the last three years, ARB has 
levied almost $4 million in fines for failure to comply with 
the periodic smoke inspections!  And no one is sacred!  
Fertilizer and chemical delivery trucks have been cited, as 
well as a custom cotton module mover.  The regulations 
require any diesel powered vehicle with a GVWR greater 
than 6,000 pounds be tested annually, and the records of 
these tests must be kept for a period of at least two 
years.  For more details, please visit our website at 
www.ccgga.org or call our office at (559)252-0684. 
And if you think that is crazy… 
 
ARB Fines Sears $600,000  
Sears and Kmart were recently fined $600,000 by the Air 
Resources Board (ARB) for violation of the ARB’s portable 
fuel container and consumer product regulations at sev-
eral of its retail outlets through­out the state.   According 
to ARB, enforcement personnel found that Sears sold 
more than 650 Blitz and Midwest portable fuel containers 
that had not been certified by the ARB as meeting the 
standards of the ARB’s portable fuel container rule. As of 
July 1 of last year all portable fuel containers sold in Cali-
fornia must be certified by the ARB to be in compliance 
with regulations aimed at limiting spills and vapor emis-
sions. The violations of the consumer products regulation 
involved the sale of automotive wind­shield wiper fluid 
exceeding the regulation’s VOC limits. The limit is 35% 
VOCs by weight in mountainous areas subject to freezing 
temperatures, and 1% everywhere else.  
 
DPR Releases VOC III 
The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has re-
leased their new proposed revised rules to reduce vola-
tile organic compound (VOC) fumigant emissions that 
contribute to smog in areas with poor air quality. The San 
Joaquin Valley would be most affected by the revised 
rules. 
“In coordination with California Air Resources Board staff, 
we have developed rules that protect public health and 
prevent economic hardship to farmers who grow our 
food,” DPR Director Mary-Ann Warmerdam said. 
“Reducing air emissions from pesticides is complex and 
requires a comprehensive approach. These revised rules 

will give us needed flexibility, while fulfilling our commit-
ment to cleaner air for all Californians.”  The revised rules 
target fumigants, gaseous pesticides that farmers use be-
fore planting to control disease, weeds and pests in the 
soil. Fumigant VOC emissions are a significant portion of 
the total pesticide VOC emissions. In the San Joaquin Val-
ley, fumigants comprise approximately 36 percent of total 
pesticide VOC emissions.  The revised rules follow a deci-
sion in August by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco on DPR’s commitment in the 1994 State Imple-
mentation Plan (SIP). The federal Clean Air Act requires 
each state to submit a SIP for achieving and maintaining 
federal air quality standards for ozone.  The appellate 
court found that the lower court did not have authority to 
order DPR to adopt regulations to cut pesticide air emis-
sions by 20 percent from 1991 levels in five areas not 
meeting the federal Clean Air Act standards for ozone. 
DPR appealed the lower court ruling to uphold its author-
ity to decide the most effective way to regulate pesticide 
emissions, with the approval of appropriate federal and 
state agencies.   The proposed rules leave in place restric-
tions on application methods to reduce VOC fumigant 
emissions, change the emission level that triggers fumi-
gant allowances and delay the potential for triggering fu-
migant allowances until 2011 in all areas except Ventura 
County. Fumigant allowances already are required each 
year in Ventura County through at least 2012.  Allowances 
are included in the permit required for fumigant use is-
sued by the local agricultural commissioner. 

The proposed rules will: 
 
 Set total pesticide emission levels in five areas of 
 the state that are not meeting national air quality 
 standards for ozone based on reductions from 
 1990 emission levels rather than the 1991 levels 
 required by the overturned court order. DPR 
 based the revised rules on 1990 emissions be
 cause that is the year when the federal Clean Air 
 Act first required states to track and reduce air 
 pollution.  

 Set the emission level in the San Joaquin Valley at 
 18.1 tons per day, a 12 percent reduction from 
 1990 levels that is consistent with DPR’s commit-
 ment under the 1994 SIP.  
 
Public hearings on the proposed rules have been sched-
uled: 

No Sticky Cotton! 
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Jan. 12, Bakersfield: 5 p.m., Kern County Agricultural Pavil-
ion, 3300 East Belle Terrace.  

Jan. 14, Sacramento: 1 p.m., Sierra Hearing Room, Califor-
nia Environmental Protection Agency headquarters, 1001 I 
St.  
 
Enviros Attack Ag at Climate Change Hearing 
The California Air Resources Board heard testimony on No-
vember 20-21st in Sacramento on its Proposed Scoping Plan 
to address greenhouse gas emissions.  The Plan will cost 
the agriculture community because of higher utility rates 
and other measures to increase efficiency and reduce fuel 
consumption, but does not adversely target agriculture in 
the plan.  This was unacceptable to many in the environ-
mental community.  Several environmental groups char-
tered a bus to take 50 or so people from farm worker com-
munities to the hearing to ask that agriculture be more 
regulated in the plan.  Their testimony had nothing to do 
with reducing greenhouse gases, but was still effective.  
The Chair of the California Air Resources Board, Mary Nich-
ols stated after the first day of testimony that she was em-
barrassed by the lack of more specific measures on agricul-
ture and said that the board may need to direct staff to 
bring more measures for the board to consider before be-
ing adopted at the meeting on December 11.   
The Association gave oral testimony on the next day that 
agriculture would be affected by the various measures in 
the plan and that there was no need to adversely regulate 
agriculture more than it already is.  Especially, since one of 
the key measures is a land use measure to build compact 
communities and reduce urban sprawl.  You can’t say that 
you want to reduce vehicle miles traveled by reducing ur-
ban sprawl and also say that you must harshly regulate ag-
riculture which only encourages ag land being converted to 
development.  After testimony was complete, the Board 
took up the issue of agriculture in the plan and decided not 
to make any additional recommendations to the staff.  We 
narrowly escaped for the time being, but will need to be 
vigilant at the next board hearing.   
 
California Planting Cotton Seed Distributors Annual Meet-
ing 
The California Planting Cotton Seed Distributors will hold 
their Annual Meeting, December 16, 2008 in the Heritage 
Complex (upstairs) on the ground of the World Ag Expo in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tulare.  Meeting scheduled to begin at 10:00am.  All cot-Cotton Up! 

CA Bales Classed  2007 2008 

Saw Upland  336,596 143,523 

Roller Upland 62,998 80,158 

Pima 399,301 218,384 

Saw Upland 
2007 

Saw/Roller Combined 

2008 

Saw Only 

Mike Avg. 4.27 4.06 

Color Grade   

% 21'S + 60.1 69.6 

% 31'S 35.0 28.9 

% 41'S 2.6 1.24 

Length Avg. 37.18 37.14 

Strength Avg. 33.48 33.24 

Uniformity Avg. 82.16 81.65 

Leaf Distribution 1 13.0 6.3 

Leaf Distribution 2 59.5 64.7 

Leaf Distribution 3 23.9 26.7 

Leaf Distribution 4 3.0 2.0 

Extraneous Matter   

Grass 0.3 0.1 

Seed - 0.1 

Bark - - 

Prep - - 

Roller Upland Only 2007 2008 

Mike Avg.  4.37 4.22 

Color Grade    

% 21'S +  41.3 27.2 

% 22's - 0.1 

% 31'S  52.2 71.6 

% 32'S  - 0.2 

% 41'S 2.80 .66 

Length Avg. 39.0 39.40 

Strength Avg. 33.2 34.56 

Uniformity Avg. 83.7 83.68 

Leaf Distribution 1 - 1.3 

Leaf Distribution 2 57.2 60.9 

Leaf Distribution 3 5.4 35.8 

Leaf Distribution 4 0.4 1.9 

PIMA 2007 2008 

Mike Avg.  4.07 4.05 

Strength Avg. 40.60 41.68 

Color Grade %   

1's 47.5 11.9 

2's 49.7 84.9 

3's 2.3 3.0 

4's 0.4 0.2 

Leaf Distribution 1 47.8 34.6 

Leaf Distribution 2 46.4 55.5 

Leaf Distribution 3 5.4 9.1 

Leaf Distribution 4 0.4 0.7 

Length Avg. 46.80 47.30 

Uniformity Index 85.00 85.52 

Extraneous Matter   

Grass 0.2 0.1 

Prep 0.2 0.4 

Spindle - - 

Bark 0.1 - 

CLASSING AVERAGES  
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ton growers past and current, ginners, and other inter-
ested industry folks are encouraged to attend.   
The meeting’s agenda includes an update to cotton grow-
ers on the status of the organization and its activities fol-
lowing the sale of its assets to Bayer in 2006.  Net pro-
ceeds of that sale are now invested and the earnings are 
being spent to support research and improve conditions 
for the California cotton industry.  Important meeting – 
so plan to attend. 
 
Memoriam:  
Richard “Dick” Shannon, longtime industry leader and 
pioneer passed away on October 29, 2008 after a long 
illness.  He was 99 years old.  He served on the board of 
directors of Calcot for over 60 years, was a member of 
the Downtown Rotary club of Visalia for over 65 years, 
was named Man of the Year in 1985 by the Visalia Cham-
ber of Commerce and named Agriculturist of the Year by 
the Visalia Chamber in 2005.  A true giant in the industry 
and will be missed by all that had the privilege to know 
him. 
Ewel Hudson passed away on Saturday, October 18th.  He 
was 80 years old.  Ewel was a long time gin manager at 
the Coalinga Farmers Coop Gin and was very active in the 

early Ginners Association’s formation and activities.  He 
served on the board of directors for several terms in 
the mid to late 80’s and was an active member of vari-
ous committees over the years.  He was a true friend of 
this industry and he will be missed by all that knew him. 
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