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Industry Calendar 

 

July 29τAug 1 

CA Assoc. of Grower Gins 

Annual MtgτLake Tahoe, 

NV 
 

Aug 6τ8 

CI/Cotton Board Directors  

MtgτKey Biscayne, FL 
 

Aug 20τ22 

NCC Mid-Year Board Mtg 

τ Memphis, TN 
 

Aug 27 

Supima Annual Mtg         

τ Harris Ranch 
 

Sept 3τ5 

Cotton Board Annual Mtg 

τ Marina Del Rey, CA 
 

Sept 10 

CCGA Growers Board Mtg 

τ Fresno, CA 
 

Sept 16 

Shafter Research Center 

Field DayτShafter, CA 
 

Sept 17 

CCGA Ginners Board Mtg 

τ Fresno, CA 

 

CCGGA Staff 
 

Earl P. Williams 

President / CEO 

earl@ccgga.org 
 

Roger A. Isom 

Executive Vice President 

roger@ccgga.org 
 

Casey D. Creamer 

Assistant Vice President 

casey@ccgga.org 
 

Shana Colby 

Administrative Assistant 

shana@ccgga.org 

DƛƭōŜǊǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ нллт DƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ 
the 
Year 
Wayne 
Gilbert, 
man-
ager of 
Broad-
view 
Coop-
erative 
Gin 
was 
named 
the 
Califor-
nia Cot-
ton 
DƛƴƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ άнллт DƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¸ŜŀǊέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Lƴπ
dustry Meeting recently held in Morro Bay.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ /Ƙƻǿπ
chilla High School and has been around a 
cotton gin all his life.  He grew up on a gin 
yard, and started working in and around a 
cotton gin at an early age, as his Dad was a 
ginner and a superintendent at the old Red 
Top Gin.    
In 1987 Wayne joined Broadview Coop as 
their superintendent and then became the 
Gin Manager in 1995.  Wayne is an active 
participant in the California Cotton Ginners 
Association and currently serves as the 1st 
Vice Chairman of the organization.  He also 
ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Dƛƴ 
Waste Task Force, Environmental Commit-
tee, Elections Committee, Annual Meeting 
Committee, Ginners School Committee and 
the Executive Committee.  Wayne is also an 

2007 CCGA Ginner of the Year Wayne Gilbert (right) is pre-

sented his award by CCGA Chairman, John Colbert 

active participant in cotton ginning issues 
and is never shy to voice his opinions.  
Wayne has traveled to San Francisco to work 
on cotton gin issues with EPA at their Region 
IX headquarters, and has attended many 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ŎƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜπ
half. 
Mr. Gilbert is also an accomplished singer.  
Last year he made it to the 2007 National 
Karaoke Talent Quest, placing 3rd in Califor-
ƴƛŀΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ /5Ωǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 
Wind Recording Studio and plays regularly to 
packed crowds at the Fresno VFW hall. 
Wayne has been a true asset to the Associa-
tion and its role as one of the leading Ag or-
ganizations in the State. 
 
Dr. Phil Wakelyn, Distinguished Service 
Award Recipient 
Dr. Phillip Wakelyn, of the National Cotton 
Council was recognized for his service to the 
cotton industry at the California Cotton Gin-
ners Association Industry Meeting recently 
in Morro 
Bay.  Dr. 
Wakelyn 
began his 
career as 
a re-
search 
chemist 
with the 
Dow 
Chemical 
Company 
in 1963.  
He 
worked 
for Texas 

2007 CCGA Distinguished Service Award recipient, Phil 
Wakelyn (left) is presented his award by CCGA Execu-

tive Vice President, Roger Isom 



Thanks to Nichino America for Sponsoring this Newsletter 

¢ŜŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀπ
tional Cotton Council in 1973 and has been there ever 
since.  Dr. Wakelyn has represented the cotton industry 
on issues from bysinossis to aflatoxin, from PM10 and 
ozone to flammability, and from repetitive motion inju-
ries to hazard communication.  There is no more promi-
nent expert in the cotton industry than Dr. Wakelyn.   
He has authored or co-authored over 250 publications 
and currently sits on the USDA Agricultural Air Quality 
Task Force, and the EPA Clean Air Act Advisory Commit-
tee.  He is also a member of the USDA Multi-crop Afla-
toxin Work Group and has been since 1989.  He is also a 
current member of the USA Technical Advisory Groups on 
ISO Standards for Environmental Management and for 
Textiles. 
There are numerous examples of the benefits of his in-
volvement, none more so than his work on one of the 
side effects of NAFTA.  There was an effort to make uni-
form all of the Industrial Classification Codes between 
Mexico, Canada and the United States.  In Mexico, cotton 
gins are considered manufacturing and that was the way 
they were attempting to go.  This would have been dev-
ŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦{ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ƎƛƴǎΦ  5ǳŜ ǘƻ tƘƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ŏƻǘπ
ton gins are not considered manufacturing, but agricul-
tural processing. 
The flammability of cotton clothing and bedding is a ma-
jor issue and one that Phil is an expert on.  Phil was inter-
viewed on Good Morning America on the issue of flam-
Ƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇǿŜŀǊΦ  tƘƛƭ ƘŜƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
did one of the best jobs ever seen in defending the cot-
ton industry. 
Dr. Wakelyn is truly an immeasurable asset to the cotton 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǘǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ŧƛƴπ
est representatives. 
 
PG&E Asks to Increase Rates  
In an unexpected move, PG&E has asked the CPUC to ap-
prove a rate increase to improve reliability in their sys-
tem.  Normally investments like these are addressed in 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wŀǘŜ /ŀǎŜǎ όDw/ǎύΣ ōǳǘ tDϧ9 ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
file their next request for two years. Filed on May 15, the 
utility has asked to gather $2.3 billion from ratepayers 
over the next six years to invest in automated circuits, 
new rural switches and other infrastructure to improve 
flexibility.  Beginning in 2009, PG&E would collect $2.3 
million, an amount which would rise to $374 million by 
2014.  The Utility Reform Network has already come out 
strongly against the proposal, calling the request 

άƭŀǳƎƘŀōƭŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
to do with weather-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ άŜǾŜǊȅ-
Řŀȅέ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ 
would provide a 20 percent reduction in the average du-
ration of outages and 32 percent reduction in the fre-
quency of outages.  AECA has long held that reliability is 
much worse in rural agricultural regions than urban and 
suburban areas, but that agricultural users nevertheless 
pay the same amount towards reliability in their rates.  
AECA has requested information from PG&E related to 
ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tDϧ9Ωǎ 
request, particularly if agricultural customers will be ex-
pected to pay for a significant portion of the new re-
quest. [reprinted with authorization from the Ag Energy 
Consumers Association Monthly Management Report] 
 
PG&E Doubles Down with a Second Proposed Rate Hike 
On June 11, PG&E asked the CPUC for a second rate in-
crease.  Warning about rising natural gas prices, PG&E 
has requested permission to increase electricity rates by 
6.5%.  The first rate increase of 4.5% would occur in Octo-
ber, with rates expected to climb another 2% on January 
1, 2009.  Because the prime pumping season for agricul-
tural customers usually ends before October, this request 
is not expected to affect the vast majority of farmers this 
season.  PG&E forecasts the costs of purchasing energy 
on behalf of customers, and the California Public Utilities 
Commission must approve these forecasts.  Because 
nearly half the electricity produced by PG&E is generated 
with natural gas, the wholesale price of this commodity is 
among the largest price drivers in the cost of electricity.  
The CPUC is expected to act on this request in August.  
[reprinted with authorization from the Ag Energy Con-
sumers Association Monthly Management Report] 
 
Owners of Natural Gas or Propane Engines ς Important 
Reminder of Compliance Dates 
For growers that own or operate natural gas or propane-
fired irrigation pump engines, please remember the im-
portant compliance dates as announced in previous edi-
tions of the Cotton Chronicles. 
July 1, 2008 ς Application for Permit is required.  (Permit 
currently required if aggregate emissions are greater than 
12.5 tons NOx per year) 
October 1, 2008 ς Application for Registration is re-
quired.  (Registration of all engines required if not under 
permit) 
January 1, 2009 ς New engine or retrofit of existing en-
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Cotton Up! 

gine must be in place. 
If you have any questions or need further assistance, 
please contact our office at (559)252-0684.  Please note 
that diesel engines will begin their phase-in next year.  
Stay tuned for more information.   
 

 
Splits on Pima and uplands won't be available until mid 
August. 
These acreages are based on mapping program numbers 
tabulated by the CDFA/Pink Bollworm Program and not 
intended for official use, but represents what we believe 
to be the most accurate estimate at this time. 
 
Word of Sincere Thanks 
I would like to sincerely thank all of my friends and asso-
ciates in this industry for the tremendous outpouring of 
love and support following the loss of my wife, Sharon on 
June 3rd.  The cards, the calls, the e-mails, the flowers, the 
plants, the letters, the many donations to numerous 
charities and scholarship funds in her memory and finally, 
to so many that attended her visitation, a special heart-
felt thank you.  It all has been truly overwhelming and so 
meaningful to me and all the family.  The expressions of 
kindness and thoughtfulness of so many is a true testa-
ƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
earth.  May God bless each and every one of you for help-
ing make this difficult time much less difficult to bear for 

2008 Estimated Total Cotton Acres 

Reported by PBW 

   

County 2008 2007 

Fresno 70,030 144,520 

Kern 52,400 75,375 

Kings 90,905 131,395 

Madera 1,815 5,125 

Merced 35,485 49,190 

Tulare 12,535 23,120 
   

SJV Sub Total 263,170 428,725 

   

Imperial 540 4,500 

Riverside 9070 13,725 

San Bernardino 0 640 

   

Sac Valley Est * 4,000 4,400 
   

Total CA 276,780 452,005 

us all.  τEarl Williams and Family 
 
Cotton Field Days & Research Meetings Planned 
Mark your calendars now for the upcoming annual Cot-
ton Field Days planned for September.   
- Tuesday, September 16, 2008 --- A.M. ς The Shafter 
Research and Extension Center will hold their annual Cot-
ton Field Day that morning followed by a luncheon.   
- Tuesday, September 16, 2008 --- P.M.  ς The CI State 
Support Committee will convene a meeting to consider 
2009 research proposals immediately following the 
Shafter Cotton Field Day luncheon.  The meeting will be 
at the Shafter facility. 
- Thursday, September 18, 2008 ς The Westside Re-
search and Extension Center will hold their annual Cotton 
and Conservation Tillage Field Day.  That mornings tour 
and discussion will conclude with a lunch. 
 
FACT Class V Graduates 
Staff member Casey Creamer recently graduated from 
Fresno County Farm Bureau's FACT Class V.  FACT stands 
for Future Advocates for Agriculture Concerned about 
Tomorrow.  The class met once a month to discuss vari-
ous issues concerning agriculture, from land use plan-
ning, air quality, labor and immigration, San Joaquin River 
issues, Kings River water issues, and legislative issues in 
Sacramento.  Other graduates from Class V include; Cyn-
thia Sterling, Fresno City Councilmember; Jim Osterman, 
Gallo Wines; Megan Pierce, Dairy Herd Magazine; Todd 
Hirasuna, Sunnyside Packing; Matt Rogers, Rogers Farms; 
Larry Fortune, Fortune & Associates; Randy Layne, 
Fresno Madera Farm Credit; and Bob Brar, Fresno County 
Department of Agriculture.   
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Ensure Proper Labeling of Hazardous Waste 
Throughout much of the state, county inspectors have 
been visiting businesses to verify their hazardous materi-
als business plans.  An issue has come up in recent in-
spections of cotton gins, where containers of waste oil 
were not properly labeled.  When storing waste oil, you 
must ensure that the drum is properly labeled as 
άƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜέΦ   ¢ƛǘƭŜ нн ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ 
Regulations requires that hazardous waste containers 
must be marked with specific information, including the 
ǿƻǊŘǎ άI!½!w5h¦{ ²!{¢9έΣ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
waste in the container, composition of the waste (e.g. 

used oil), hazard-
ous properties 
(i.e. flammable, 
corrosive, reac-
tive, toxic), and 
the name and ad-
dress of the facil-
ity generating the 
waste.  Also, be 
advised that if 
you have a con-
tainer of used oil 
filters, it must 

ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά5ǊŀƛƴŜŘ ¦ǎŜŘ hƛƭ Cƛƭπ
ǘŜǊǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭŀōŜƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ 
most safety supply warehouses.   
 
Speed Limit Signs Available 
The next shipment of signs has ar-
rived and we have filled all of our 
remaining backorders.  The initial 
purchase of these signs was abso-
lutely overwhelming, and we had to 
order more.  Implementation of 
speed limits on unpaved roads is one 
of many options to reduce PM10 
from farm unpaved roads.  In fact, the use of speed 
limit signs was one of the most popular options chosen 
for unpaved roads.  Thousands of these signs have been 
sold and put into use throughout the valley and state.  
The signs come in 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 mph designa-
ǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ϷфΦлл ŜŀŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ мнέ ǿƛŘŜ 
ōȅ муέ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ лΦлп ƎŀǳƎŜ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳΦ  
The signs have red lettering on a white background to 
distinguish them from the paved road speed limit signs.  
To order please contact the California Cotton Ginners 
and Growers office at (559)252-0684, or you can order 
via our website at www.ccgga.org.   
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