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Governor Appoints First New Member to 
Air District 
John Telles, M.D., 59, of 
Fresno, has been ap-
pointed to the San Joa-
quin Valley Unified Air 
Pollution Control District 
and the California Air 
Resources Board. He has 
been a cardiologist at 
the Heart Group Cardiovascular Associates 
Incorporated since 1979, where he also 
serves as a managing partner.  Telles is a 
member of the American College of Cardiol-
ogy, American Medical Society, and Califor-
nia Medical Society and is former president 
of the Fresno Madera Medical Society. Both 
positions require Senate confirmation and 
have no salary.  Telles is a Democrat.   
 
CCGA Ginners School set for May 22nd 
Announcements have gone out and registra-
tions are beginning to come in for the 2008 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻǘǘƻƴ DƛƴƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Dƛƴπ
ners School and Managerial Seminar.  The 
school is set for Thursday, May 22nd at the 
YƛƴƎǎ CŀƛǊƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
school include Drug and Alcohol Awareness, 
Fire Suppression, Ladders and Catwalks, Su-
pervisor Chose to Look the Other Way, the 
Annual Safety Contest at County Line Gin, 
and the Associate Member Exhibits.  In the 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ aƻŘǳƭŜ ¢ŀǊǇ 
Roller Safety, Injury Survey, Air Issues, and 
Hot Topics in Labor Law will be covered.  
Also being offered is DOT Drug and Alcohol 
Supervisor Training will be given in the after-

noon.  Plenty of door prizes will be given 
away and as usual; the top 10 finishers in the 
Safety Contest will receive cash prizes.  For 
more details or registration information, call 
our office at (559) 252-0684 or visit our web-
site at www.ccgga.org.  
 
Forklift Train-the-Trainer A Success 
¢ƘŜ CƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǇƻƴπ
sored by the California Cotton Ginners and 
Growers Associations along with California 
Citrus Mutual, the California Grape & Tree-
fruit League, the Nisei Farmers League, the 
Almond Hullers and Processors Association 
and J.M. Equipment Company were a huge 
success with over 200 attendees.  Special 

thanks to our speakers; Julie Cirkl of Cirkl 
Safety Training; Ron Shanoian of the J.G. 
Boswell Company; Clint Hunter, Jim Burns 
and Jim Sitton of J.M. Equipment Co; Victor 
Torrez of Nationwide Insurance; Joe Horton 
of Quinn Company; Jim Holmes and Craig 
Fowler of Cal/OSHA Consultation; Roger 
Isom of the California Cotton Ginners and 
Growers Associations; and Don Patrick with  
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the Nisei Farmers League.  A very special thanks goes to 
Mark Ptacek of Coyote Grilling for providing the fantastic 
lunches at all locations, and to JM Equipment Company 
for providing three speakers and two forklifts at each lo-
cation free of charge.  We would also like to extend our 
appreciation to Calcot, Enns Packing and Dos Palos Coop 
for allowing us to conduct some of the classes at their fa-
cilities at no cost. ground 
 
Classing Fee Increase Proposed 
The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), which runs the 
USDA Cotton Classing offices, is proposing to raise user 
fees for cotton producers for 2008 crop cotton classifica-
tion services under the Cotton Statistics and Estimates 
Act. These user fees also are authorized under the Cotton 
Standards Act of 1923. The 2007 user fee for this classifi-
cation service was $1.85 per bale ($1.80 if collected at the 
gin). This proposal would raise the fee for the 2008 crop 
to $2 per bale ($1.95 if collected at the gin).  The pro-
posed fee and the existing reserve are sufficient to cover 
the costs of providing classification services, including 
costs for administration and supervision, on the much 
smaller bale volumes projected for 2008 across the coun-
try due to acreage reductions. 
 
Air District to Change Permit Requirements 
As required by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜέ ƴƻƴ-
attainment for ozone, the District held a workshop this 
week to unveil necessary changes to their New Source 
Review (NSR) Rule.  The NSR rule determines when a 
source needs a permit and when and how much offsets 
are required for a new or modified source.  This includes 
stationary ag irrigation pump engines.  Also included in 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ ± 
permitting rule.  The changes proposed include lowering 
the Title V threshold for all sources to 10 tons per year of 
NOx, and lowering the local permitting threshold for ag 
irrigation pump engines to 5 tons per year of NOx.  The 
local permitting for all sources except agriculture is two 
(2) pounds per day of NOx.  This rule is scheduled for 
adoption in September and could become effective imme-
diately.  If so, then those sources now triggering local per-
mits would be require applications to be submitted within 
6 months of the effective date, probably sometime in 
March of 2009.  For Title V permit applications they would 
have to be submitted within 12 months of the effective 
date, probably sometime in September of 2009.  Stay 
tuned for additional information on these proposed tuned 

for additional information on these proposed changes and 

for future guidance on how best to comply with these 
new requirements.   
Regional Water Quality Board Wants to Add Groundwa-
ter & Step Up Enforcement 
The staff of the Central Valley regional water board has 
initiated a process that could lead to major changes in the 
.ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ 
discharges from Valley agricultural operations. The 
changes include adding discharges to groundwater to the 
irrigated lands waiver program.  The staff is also looking at 
increased enforcement aimed at bringing recalcitrant 
farming operations under the program.  Currently 
άƛǊǊƛƎŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ 
applied to produce crops, including row crops, vineyards, 
pasture, field and tree crops, commercial nurseries, etc.  
The water board is considering adding some types of 
lands to program coverage, including non-irrigated pas-
ture and dry land farming. Coverage for these operations 
would be limited to storm events.  The program is cur-
rently limited to discharges to surface waters. The Board 
has already directed staff to bring discharges to ground-
water into the program. As part of this it will look at ex-
cluding operations lacking the potential to discharge to 
water.  In January, the regional board noted that more 
than 1400 enforcement orders have been issued to non-
participants believed to be subject to program coverage. 
The orders require those targeted to submit information 
supporting any claim that they are not subject to regula-
tion.  Those who fail to respond are then sent complaints 
proposing a penalty assessment. The staff notes that the 
first set of complaints, issued last September, was issued 
to landowners in Colusa, Glenn, Sutter, and Merced coun-
ties with penalties of up to $3,000 imposed. 
 
California Air District Proposes to Assess a Global Warm-
ing Fee on Businesses 
In the first such program in California, and perhaps the  

Thanks to Bayer CropScience for sponsoring this Newsletter 
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Proposed Changes to Permitting Thresholds 

Sources 

Current Proposed Estimated 

Application 

Due Date 
Local 

Permit 

Threshold 

Title V 

Permit 

Thresh-

old 

Local Per-

mit 

Threshold 

Title V 

Permit 

Threshold 

All 

sources, 

exc. Ag 

2 lbs/day 25 tons/

yr 

2 lbs/day 10 tons/yr March 18, 

2009 

Ag 

sources 

12.5 

tons/yr 

25 tons/

yr 

5 tons/yr 10 tons/yr Sept. 18, 

2009 



United States, the Bay Area Air Quality Management Dis-
trict is proposing to charge an annual fee to thousands of 
businesses based on the amount of greenhouse gases 
they emit.  The fee - 4.2 cents per metric ton of carbon 
dioxide - would affect all businesses that emit greenhouse 
gases including oil refineries, power plants, landfills, fac-
tories and small businesses like restaurants and bakeries.  
"The climate is changing, and we think that everybody 
needs to help with the solution and pay their fair share to 
reduce greenhouse gases," said Jack Broadbent, executive 
officer of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District in 
San Francisco.  The air district consists of the nine coun-
ties around San Francisco Bay - Santa Clara, Alameda, 
Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo and Napa, 
and portions of southwestern Solano and southern So-
noma counties.  The air district's board could take a final 
vote by May.  The Air District claims the proposal is de-
signed to raise $1.1 million a year.  The Air District claims 
it is not a "carbon tax," but a cost recovery fee, because 
the money would not go into a general fund, but would 
be used instead to pay for the air district's global-warming
-reduction programs.  Under the proposal, all 10,000 
"stationary sources" of air pollution that the air district 
regulates would be subject to the fee, including busi-
nesses and government agencies. They would pay it annu-
ally as part of getting their overall air quality permit re-
newed. The largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the 
Bay Area, the Shell oil refinery in Martinez, would pay an 
estimated $186,475 a year for its 4.4 million annual met-
ric tons of emissions.   Small businesses would pay per-
haps $10 or less. The fee does not affect homeowners or 
motor vehicles. 
 
*ACTION ALERT:   Polypropylene Baling Twine in Cotton 
Fields  
It has been called to our attention that remnants of poly-
propylene baling twine are being observed in alarming 
quantities in newly planted cotton fields this year follow-
ing grain crops where the straw or stalks were baled. 
The cotton industry has long had programs in place to 
educate growers, ginners and other cotton handlers 
about the problems that contamination of cotton lint with 
polypropylene strands or pieces from, module tarps, mod-
ule tie downs, bagging and any other source can cause in 
the manufacturing processes.  The industry as a whole has 
done a great job with the Zero Contamination programs.  
Now we are confronted with another potential source for 
such contamination as described above.  This is a poten-
tial disaster for our already shrinking industry.  Much of 

what this industry has left is more dependable than ever 
on quality assurances.  We need to spread the word 
through the cotton community about this potential prob-
lem in any 2008 cotton fields following previous crops 
that had baling operations.  With the widespread plant-
ings of wheat, barley, corn, etc., coupled with the high-
prices of the baled straw or stalks behind these crops 
have certainly increased the possibility of this being a real 
problem for our industry and it must be addressed.   
Suggestions: 
1. Cotton fields following grain crops that were baled 
need a walk through inspection looking for pieces of the 
polypropylene baling twine left behind from baling opera-
tions.   2. If pieces of twine are found, then we would rec-
ommend contacting the baling contractor and/or product 
buyer to advise them of the problem that this can create 
in hopes of preventing the problem in the future.   3. Have 
the field rouged to remove as much of this material as 
possible to avoid being picked up in cotton picker heads 
at harvest time.  Now is the time to act while the cotton is 
small and these scattered pieces can still be seen.   4. The 
industry needs to educate these baler contractors and/or 
straw buyers as to the potential problem these remnants 
of poly twine can cause in a cotton operation.  The CCGGA 
would be willing to conduct Zero Contamination educa-
tional seminars around the valley for these folks if the de-
mand and/or participation warrants.  Please let us know if 
there is interest in this approach or we can provide educa-
ǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƳπ
petitive cotton world, California must protect its reputa-
tion for a dependable supply of quality cottons.  This is a 
situation that could potentially threaten that reputation 
right down to the gin and the growers.   
Help us make this issue a priority.  Spread the word!  We 
need your help and welcome any suggestions on how we 
can do more to educate the handlers and balers of these 
products.  Contact Earl at the CCGGA offices by phone 
(559) 252-0684 or by email at Earl@ccgga.org.   
 
2008 Ginners Industry Meeting 
Our 2008 Ginners Industry Meeting will be held on Sun-
day June 1st through Wednesday, June 4th in Morro Bay.  
Registration for the event is $200 for an individual or for 
an individual and a spouse.  The deadline to submit your 
registration is Friday, May 16th, but the deadline to re-
ǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нрǘƘ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅΗ  CƻǊƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
mailed, but for more information visit our website at 
www.ccgga.org or contact our office at (559) 252-0684. 
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Cotton Up! 


