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Industry Calendar

April 10
Good Friday—
CCGGA Offices Closed

April 14-17
California-March for
Water
Mendota—Los'Banos

April 15
CCGA Safety School &
Managerial Seminar
—Hanford

May 12-14
NCGA Ginners
School-—Mesilla Park,
NM

May 20-21
Bollworm Golf
Tournament—

Bakersfield

CCGGA Staff

Earl P. Williams
President / CEO
earl@ccgga.org

Roger A. Isom
Executive Vice President
roger@ccgga.org

Casey D. Creamer
Assistant Vice President
casey@ccgga.org

Shana Colby.
Administrative Assistant
shana@ccgga.org
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Growers Elect New Officers

Mark McKean of Riverdale was elected new
Chair-
man of
the Cali-
fornia
Cotton
Growers
Associa-
tion at
that
groups
recent
March
board meeting. McKean replaces Don Cam-
eron of Helm who served as Chairman for the
last 2 years with distinction. Filling out the
slate of
officers
for the
Growers
Associa-
tion for
the
2009
year
are,
Mark

New Chairman Mark McKean (left) talks with Charlie Hoppin
(center) and President/CEO Earl Williams

Past Chairman Don Cameron (left) receives the Chairman’s
Gavel from President/CEQ Earl Williams

Hansen
(Corcoran) 1st Vice Chairman; Cannon Michael
(Los Banos) 2nd Vice Chairman; and Steve
Wilbur (Tulare) Secretary-Treasurer.

California March for Water

Thousands of Latino farm workers, farmers,
small business people, elected officials and
other civic leaders are expected to participate
in a massive march organized by the California
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Latino Water Coalition (CLWC). A rally will kick
off the march in Mendota. Marchers will cover a
50-mile route over four days ending with an-
other rousing final rally at San Luis Reservoir.
Actor/comedian, Paul Rodriguez (CLWC Chair)
will lead the march and be joined by well-known
latino celebrities and popular KMJ personality
Ray Appleton. The purpose is to raise awareness
of an issue that is affecting nearly every Califor-
nia city and, for many of those in decision-
making positions, has to be seen to be believed.

When: Tuesday April 14—Thursday April 17th
Where: City of Mendota to San Luis Reservoir
For More Information, contact Patrick George
(310) 487-3001, Mario Santoyo (559) 799-0701,
or Ray Appleton (559) 490-5858.

Associations Recommend Insurance Group
The Boards of Directors of both the Ginners and
Growers Associations recently approved a plan
to support and recommend to our members the
insurance services of James G. Parker Insurance
Associates including affiliates in their JGP Insur-
ance Group with offices throughout Califor-

nia. (refer to insert for all office locations)

The James G. Parker Insurance Group is an inte-
grated network of experienced, independent
insurance agents and brokers dedicated to pro-
viding their customers with the very best in
every insurance need. As one of the top insur-
ance organizations in the nation as reported by
the Business Insurance Magazine, their dedi-
cated staff of over 200 employees continues to
strive to further develop and maintain an estab-
lished reputation for excellent service, knowl-
edge and integrity.
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“We believe this team of experienced insurance profes-
sionals can provide our members with the services and
support needed in any or all areas of their insurance cov-
erages. We are confident in recommending the James G.
Parker Insurance Group to our members and are proud to
be associated with such a fine and reputable group of pro-
fessional insurance folks,” stated Earl Williams, President
and CEO of the cotton associations.

Members of the Ginners and Growers Associations are
encouraged to contact a James G. Parker Insurance Group
office in your area to set up a meeting with a representa-
tive of the group to discuss what they have to offer.

“| believe many of the services that this insurance group
provides its customers are sorely needed and will not only
help our members, but compliment the expanded areas
of service that our Associations are embarking on today,”
said Roger Isom, Executive Vice President of the Ginners
and Growers Associations.

Check them out. It could be a win-win for your business,
and the Associations.

More Endangered Species Woes in the Delta

On March 4™ the California Department of Fish and
Game voted to list the long fin smelt as threatened under
the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). During this
same meeting, the CDFG also voted to upgrade the Delta
Smelt’s status from threatened to endangered under
CESA. The listing of the long fin smelt is in response to a
petition by the Center for Biological Diversity. While the
full impact may not be quantified at this time, these ac-
tions will only serve to further restrict the pumping of wa-
ter at the Delta.

DPR to Address Surface Water Pesticide Contamination
The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)
has announced it will be developing “regulatory concepts
to address pesticide contamination of surface waters.
According to DPR, they will be begin by soliciting input
from State and re-
gional water boards,
county agricultural
commissioners, envi-
ronmental groups, and
pesticide registrants,
applicators and advisers. While nothing has yet been re-
leased, DPR plans on ultimately adopting regulations to
address pesticide drift and irrigation and stormwater run-
off as potential sources of contamination. Stay tuned for

”

further developments on this critical issue.

Message from AECA

Over the course of the next few months, Southern Califor-
nia Edison will be making major changes to their rate struc-
tures. The vast majority of these changes are expected to
occur on October 1, 2009. Under the California Public
Utilities Commission, SCE’s “Rule 12” grants all customers
the right to have Edison perform an analysis to ensure that
customers are enrolled on the proper rate. Due to the
adopted 2009 rate increases and the settlement reached
last moth, the various rate components embedded in en-
ergy prices (off-peak rates, demand charges, monthly cus-
tomer charges, etc.) will change in various ways. As a re-
sult, the optimum rate for each particular customer ac-
count may differ from what was previously most eco-
nomic. AECA encourages all members to request new bill
analysis from SCE to ensure they remain on the lowest rate
through the process of implementing both these major
changes. PG&E also has the same Rule 12. If it has been a
few years since you last had PG&E analyze if your accounts
remain on the lower rate schedule, please contact your
local utility representative to have one conducted.

Round 3 of Pesticide VOC Regulations All but Final

The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has sent the
regulations regarding volatile organic compound (VOC)
emissions to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for re-
view and approval. In November 2008, DPR proposed to
revise the total pesticide (fumigant and nonfumigant) VOC
emissions benchmarks in the Sacramento Metro, San Joa-
quin Valley, South Coast, Southeast Desert, and Ventura
ozone nonattainment areas (NAAs) that are used in these
regulations to reduce pesticide fumigant emissions, and
delay fumigant limits and allowances in all ozone NAAs ex-
cept Ventura until 2011. DPR has requested that OAL com-
plete its review so that the regulations become effective
on or before May 1, 2009.

New 1-9 Form Effective April 3rd

The New I-9 Form that was supposed to go into effect on
February 2nd will now be effective on April 3rd. The in-
terim final rule makes the following changes to current I-9
rules:

- Specifies that expired documents are no longer consid-
ered acceptable for proof of identification or work authori-
zation;

- Eliminates three documents from List A: Forms [-688, |-
688A, and |-688B (Temporary Resident Card, and older ver-
sions of the Employment Authorization Card / Document);

Cotton Up!
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- Adds foreign passports containing special machine-
readable visas for certain citizens of the Federated States
of Micronesia (FSM) and the Republic of the Marshall is-
lands (RMI) to List A;

- Adds the new U.S. Passport Card to List A;

- Revises the employee attestation section of the form.
Employers who do not begin using the new I-9 form on
April 3, 2009 may be subject to fines.

There are 3 new documents to download; English Ver-
sion, Spanish Version, and the new Handbook for Em-
ployers. The files can be accessed at www.uscis.gov/i-9.

CCGA Safety School & Managerial Seminar

Reminder, the school will be held on April 15th at the
Kings Fairgrounds in Hanford and the Safety Contest will
be held at Mid Valley Cotton Growers. Topics for this
year’s school will include; Low Voltage Electrical Safety,
Bloodborne Pathogens, Heat Stress Prevention, Lockout
Tagout, Safety Contest, and Associate Exhibits. The
Managerial Seminar will feature topics on Enforcing the
Safety Program, OSHA Inspection Update, and Hot Top-
ics in Labor Law. There will also be a Sexual Harassment
Training class that is required for supervisors every two
years! Registration forms were mailed out last month. If
you have not registered and would like to attend, please
contact the Association’s office at (559) 252-0684.

Heat Stress Workshops Scheduled

In conjunction with the California Department of Indus-
trial Relations (DIR) several agricultural groups, including
the California Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations,
are hosting a series of Heat Iliness Prevention Training
Sessions throughout the state, beginning this month with
the kick-off meeting in Easton on March 18". These
training sessions are for growers, farm labor contractors
and supervisors. At right is the schedule for the remain-
ing training sessions.

Ginners Industry Meeting in Morro Bay

The California Cotton Ginners Association will be having
its Annual Industry Meeting from Sunday, May 31* until
Wednesday June 3" at the Inn at Morro Bay. Format will
be similar to previous meetings with an opening reception
on Sunday, golf tournament and reception on Monday,
Board of Directors meeting, Industry Meeting and Dinner
on Tuesday. Official registration and fliers will be sent out
soon, but please mark your calendars and plan on attend

2009 Heat lliness Prevention Training
City Location Date Sessions
Stockton Robert J. Cabral Ag Monday, Spanish 10 am
Center April 6 English 1pm
2101 E. Earhart
Avenue
Stockton, CA 95206
Bakersfield | Kern Ag Pavilion Wednes- Grower 8 am
3300 E. Belle Ter- | 93V APMI8 | ¢ hish 10:30
race am
Bakersfield, CA English 1 pm
93307
Exeter Veteran’s Memorial | Monday, Grower 8 am
Hall April 13 Spanish 10:30
324 N. Kaweah Ave. am
Exeter, CA 93221 English 1 pm
Ventura TBD Thursday, English 8 am
April 16 Spanish 10:30
am
Salinas TBD Monday, Spanish 10 am
April 20 English 1pm
Santa Santa Maria Gun Monday, Spanish 10 am
Maria Club Clubhouse April 27 English 1pm
3150 Telephone
Road
Santa Maria, CA
93455
Santa Rosa | Sonoma County Wednes- Spanish 10 am
Farm Bureau day, April English 1pm
970 Piner Road 29
Santa Rosa, CA
95403
ing this fun dnd informational neeting.
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JAMES G. PARKER INSURANCE ASSOCIATES

USDA Extends Sign Up Deadline to August 14th
USDA RESPONDS TO PRODUCER CONCERNS BY EXTEND-
ING SIGN-UP DATE FOR DCP AND ACRE PROGRAMS

WASHINGTON, March 31, 2009 - Secretary of Agriculture
Tom Vilsack announced that USDA has extended the sign-
up deadline from June 1, to Aug. 14, 2009, for both the
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and the forth-
coming Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.
This action extends the sign-up deadline by 10 weeks to
give producers ample time to decide whether to partici-
pate in ACRE or remain in DCP.

Extending the DCP and ACRE sign-up deadline will help
ensure that America's farmers have enough information
and time to determine whether to participate in the ACRE
Program. The DCP and ACRE programs play a critical role
in the farm safety net and it is vital that we act to support

the hard work of the farmers we depend on," Vilsack said.

Sign-up for ACRE is expected to start in late April, with an
official sign-up announcement to be made in the coming
weeks. Producers can elect ACRE at their FSA county of-
fice after the sign-up period commences. The original
June 1 deadline may have forced producers to rush their
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decision, which is why this extension gives producers
more time to make an informed decision about staying
with DCP for 2009 or participating in ACRE for crop year
2009 and beyond through 2012.

The ACRE program, authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill,
provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guar-
antee, based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield
and the 2-year national average price. ACRE payments
are made when both state and farm-level triggers are
met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo
counter-cyclical payments, receive a 20-percent reduc-
tion in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in
loan rates. The decision to elect ACRE binds the farm to
the program through the 2012 crop year, the last crop
year covered by the 2008 Act.

For more information about ACRE, DCP and other price
support programs, please visit your FSA county office or
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
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