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EEEC to Hold Key Workshops for Agriculture

Dec 15—
Jess Smith & Sons
Growers Luncheon—
Bakersfield, CA

Dec 18—
Jess Smith & Sons
Growers Luncheon—
Los Banos, CA

Dec 23-25—
CCGGA Offices
Closed

Dec30-31/Jan 1—
CCGGA Offices
Closed

Jan 4-7—
Beltwide Cotton Conf.—
New Orleans; LA

Feb 5-8—
NCC AnnualMeeting—
Memphis, TN

CCGGA Staff

Earl P. Williams
President / CEO
earl@ccgga.org

Roger A.lsom
Executive Vice President
roger@ccgga.org

Casey D. Creamer
Vice President
casey@ccgga.org

Shana Colby
Administrative Assistant
shana@ccgga.org

The Economicand i
Employment En- (& @ Economic & Employment

forcement Coali- J ENFORCEMENT COALITION
tion (EEEC) is

working to partner with ag organizations to
provide training classes for ag employers. EEEC
is an amalgamation of Cal/OSHA, EDD, DLSE,
and US DOL that conducts targeted enforce-
ment sweeps. The EEEC is taking this step to
reach out to our employers rather than penal-
ize them for not knowing the rules of the game.
The workshops will take place on three dates
will take place on the dates listed below, with
additional workshops to be held should the at-
tendance merit. These are important work-
shops. Please plan on attending at least one of
these, as several agricultural business have
been severely impacted by failure to comply

with laws
EEEC Workshops: these agen-

January 7, 2010 6 1:30 8 3:30 pm [l cies are en-
Fresno County Farm Bureau forcing.

1274 W. Hedges
Fresno, CA 93728
RSVP: (559) 230263

Federal OSHA to Hold Meetings on Combusti-
ble Dust

On December 14th, Federal OSHA will hold two
three-hour meetings in Washington, D.C., to
give industry representatives and safety profes-
sionals the chance to respond to OSHA's
ANPRM about combustible dust and possibly to
shape the coming standard that will address
fire and explosion hazards of certain dusts. The
meetings start at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the Mar-
riott at Metro Center, 775 12th Street NW. The
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agency's notice said additional meetings are
planned for early 2010. Combustible dusts may
be present from wood, coal, plastics, biosolids,
candy, sugar, spice, starch, flour, feed, grain,
fertilizer, tobacco, paper, soap, rubber, drugs,
dried blood, dyes, certain textiles, and metals,
according to OSHA, and in industries that in-
clude animal food manufacturing, grain han-
dling, food manufacturing, wood product
manufacturing, chemical manufacturing, textile
manufacturing, furniture manufacturing, metal
processing, fabricated metal products and ma-
chinery manufacturing, pesticide manufactur-
ing, pharmaceutical manufacturing, tire manu-
facturing, plastics and rubber products manu-
facturing, recycling, wastewater treatment, and
coal handling. In its October 2009 status report
on its combustible dust National Emphasis Pro-
gram, which applies to 64 industries, OSHA said
more than 1,000 federal and state inspections
had taken place under the program, with more
than 4,900 violations found at inspected facili-
ties; 74 percent of the federal violations and 34
percent of the state violations were classified
as serious. The report lists 32 General Duty
Clause violations found during these inspec-
tions. The meetings will be group discussions
about possible regulatory approaches, the
scope and organization of the standard, the
role of consensus standards, economic im-
pacts, and additional topics as time permits,
according to the notice. Since cotton gins have
been spotlighted in the OSHA write-up, the As-
sociation has been working with other state
organizations to take samples and have them
analyzed to determine at what levels dust in a
cotton gin becomes “combustible”.



The Cotton Chronicle—Page 2

The Cotton Chronicle—Page 3

FMC Corporation to Challenge EPA Decision on Furadan
The FMC Corporation has announced the company plans to
challenge the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) de-
cision to deny an administrative hearing on the agency's
action to revoke all U.S. food tolerances for carbofuran in-
secticide (Furadan). The company and a group of U.S. crop
commodity associations will take legal action in U.S. federal
court. "EPA's unprecedented attempt to deny any review
of its science deprives the registrant and the growers who
use carbofuran the right to prove that the product is safe,
and represents a bold abuse of power in contradiction of
the agency's earlier commitments to transparency and
good science," said Dr. Michael Morelli, Director of Global
Regulatory Affairs, FMC Agricultural Products Group.
"Additionally, EPA's attempt to link carbofuran food resi-
dues to symptoms of potential poisoning in children is par-
ticularly unwarranted." FMC believes strongly there is no
guestion that carbofuran meets all safety standards. EPA
itself admitted that there are no safety concerns with car-
bofuran residues in food, or in imported crops. EPA's only
alleged concern is with drinking water, but the concerns
are based on an incorrect assumption that 100 percent of
crops are treated with carbofuran, when in most cases only
1 percent or less is treated. "Without exaggerated assump-
tions, carbofuran residues are well within safe levels," said
Morelli.

New Critical Habitat Designation Proposed for Buena Vista

Lake Shrew

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed to desig-
nate 4,649 acres in Kern County as critical habitat for the
Buena Vista Lake Shrew. The proposed designation is the
same as a proposal made in 2004. The Service’s announce-
ment settles a lawsuit filed by the Center for Bio-logical Di-
versity. Much of Kern County, led by the Kern County Farm
Bureau, objected to the original listing of the Shrew in
2002. The Bureau and the other critics, including the Cali-
fornia Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations, of the list-
ing contended that the FWS determination that the Shrew
is en-dangered did not take into account studies indicating
that the Shrew is not a distinct species, and that it is more
abundant than described by the Service. The Bureau and its
allies finally lost this argument when the Ninth Circuit up-
held the Service in 2006. Meanwhile, in August of 2004 the
Service proposed to designate 4649 acres of County land as
critical habitat. However, in the final rule, published in
January of 2005, the Service reduced the proposed desig-
nation to the current designation of 84 acres. The Service

excluded that difference in acreage based on its conclu-
sion that the shrew was adequately protected under
management plans already in place, and that the burdens
of designa-tion consequently outweighed any advantage
to the species. In 2008, the Center for Biological Diversity
sued the Service over its final designation. A subsequent
settlement requires the Service to finalize a new critical
habitat desig-nation by March 22, 2012. Until that time
the current designation of 84 acres remains in place. The
Service is seek-ing comments on this proposal by Decem-
ber 31, 2009.

U.S. EPA Announces Imperial County Meets Federal
Ozone Standard

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency today has an-
nounced that Imperial County, Calif., has met the 1997
federal 8-hour ozone standard—demonstrating improved
air quality in the area. The announcement is based on
three years of certified clean air monitoring data be-
tween 2006-2008, that shows Imperial County meets the
0.08 parts per million federal 8-hour ozone standard es-
tablished in 1997. As long as Imperial County continues
to uphold the standard, the Imperial Air Pollution Control
District is no longer required to submit certain plans re-
lated to the 8-hour standard including attainment dem-
onstrations, progress plans, and contingency measures.
The area will still be required to update New Source Re-
view and Reasonably Available Control Technology rules
for stationary sources such as power plants and manufac-
turing operations.

Data are reported to the EPA from the California Air Re-
sources Board and the Imperial Valley Air Pollution Con-
trol District’s official air monitoring network. The network
consists of five monitoring sites from Calexico to Niland,
operated in accordance with the EPA’s regulations and
guidelines to ensure precision and accuracy. Cleaner air
in Imperial County is the result of federal, state and local
actions, including stringent state and federal engine and
fuel standards that reduce pollution from cars, trucks and
other vehicles. Controlling emissions from these sources
has been critical in reaching the 1997 8-hour ozone
health-based standard. In 2008, the EPA updated the 8-
hour ozone standard based on recent scientific studies.
Emission controls will continue to be important to meet
the new 2008 ozone standard in the future.

Important Advisory — Farm Equipment Survey by Fresno
State

The California Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations
along with other agricultural organizations throughout Cali-
fornia are asking our respective members to fill out the at-
tached survey regarding self-propelled ag equipment that
is 25 hp or greater. Please complete this survey and re-
turn it no later than December 31, 2009 to the address
listed below. Other agricultural organizations are also con-
ducting this survey so only provide this information once;
do not send the completed survey to more than one agri-
cultural association. We are collecting this information be-
cause the California Air Resources Board (CARB) is required
to take steps in California to meet Federal Clean Air Act re-
guirements that include developing a control measure to
reduce emissions from in-use tractors and harvesters. Your
responses are crucial in helping create an emissions inven-
tory that will be used to help develop a rule that provides
air quality improvements while taking into full account the
significant cost impact to California farmers. Once the agri-
cultural equipment survey information is compiled and an
emissions inventory is developed, the rule will be devel-
oped with stakeholder input throughout 2010. CARB staff
currently plan to adopt this rule by the end of 2010, with
implementation beginning in 2014. This cover letter with
your contact information will be removed from the survey
by CCGGA before this information is submitted to the Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno Foundation who will be
compiling the data for the California Air Resources Board
(CARB). Fresno Foundation is a private, nonprofit corpora-
tion that conducts contract research in support of regional
partnerships and alliances. All information provided to the
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Foundation is confidential and cannot be accessed by any
private or public request. CCGGA will give each survey re-
spondent an identification number that will be put in the
box on the top right corner of the survey. If clarification is
needed on the information you provide, Fresno Foundation
would contact CCGGA and ask us to contact you to get fur-
ther explanation. In every step of the survey process your
personal contact information will remain confidential and
protected and will not be shared with the Fresno Founda-
tion or State of California. If you have questions contact
Roger Isom or Casey Creamer at our office at (559)252-
0684. Please return your survey no later than December
31, 2009 to our office at 1785 N. Fine Avenue, Fresno, CA
93727 or via fax at (559)252-0551.

CA Bales Classed 2008 2009
Saw Upland 143,523 104,865
Roller Upland 80,158 54,116
Pima 218,384 212,432
Saw Upland 2008 2009
Mike Avg. 4.06 4.26
Color Grade % 21 + 69.6 35.5
Color Grade % 31 28.9 47.6
Color Grade % 41 1.24 13.8
Length Avg. 37.14 37.38
Strength Avg. 33.24 33.40
Uniformity Avg. 81.65 81.68
Leaf Distribution 1 6.3 3.8
Leaf Distribution 2 64.7 34.2
Leaf Distribution 3 26.7 54.4
Leaf Distribution 4 2.0 6.5
Extraneous Matter Prep -
Extraneous Matter Bark - 0.1
Extraneous Matter Grass 0.1 0.3
Extraneous Matter Seed 0.1 -
Roller Upland 2008 2009
Mike Avg. 4.22 4.54
Color Grade % 21 + 27.2 39.6
Color Grade % 31 71.6 48.7
Color Grade % 41 0.66 7.0
Length Avg. 39.40 39.05
Strength Avg. 34.56 33.68
Uniformity Avg. 83.68 83.51
Leaf Distribution 1 1.3 1.0
Leaf Distribution 2 60.9 68.4
Leaf Distribution 3 35.8 29.8
Leaf Distribution 4 1.9 0.8
Extraneous Matter Prep - -
Extraneous Matter Bark - 0.2
Extraneous Matter Grass - 0.3
Extraneous Matter Seed -
Extraneous Matter Spindle - -
Pima 2008 2009
Mike Avg. 4.05 4.03
Strength Avg. 41.68 41.45
Color Grade % 1's 11.9 30.9
Color Grade % 2's 84.9 53.7
Color Grade % 3's 3.0 13.2
Color Grade % 4's 0.2 2.0
Leaf Distribution 1 34.6 13.7
Leaf Distribution 2 55.5 57.4
Leaf Distribution 3 9.1 23.8
Leaf Distribution 4 0.7 4.3
Length Avg. 47.30 47.50
Uniformity Index 85.52 85.61
Extraneous Matter Prep 04 04
Extraneous Matter Bark - 0.2
Extraneous Matter Grass 1.0 0.3

Extraneous Matter Seed

Extraneous Matter Spindle

No Sticky Cotton!

Cotton Up!




