
Creamer Promoted to Vice President 
Casey Creamer who joined the Associations in 
January of 2005 as Assistant Vice President of 
Administration and Technical Services has been 
promoted, effective January 1, 2009 to Vice 
President of the Cotton Ginners and Growers 
Associations. 
“Creamer came with no background and experi-
ence in our business, but with the expressed 
desire to learn and achieve.  He has demon-
strated that desire through his dedication to the 
on the job training over the last four years.  
I believe Casey has achieved the level of experi-
ence and knowledge within the timelines set 
that now deserves his advancement to the next 
level of responsibilities within these Associa-
tions” said Earl Williams, President and CEO of 
the Associations.   
Besides continuing his direct responsibilities for 
oversight of administration and day to day office 
operations, he will now be asked to take on 
more direct responsibilities in the area of tech-
nical services to assist Executive Vice President, 
Roger Isom.  Congratulations Casey! 
 
NO RR Flex Pima for ‘09 
The Associations’ efforts on behalf of the indus-
try to have RR Flex pima available to California 
cotton growers for the ’09 planting season has 
fallen short of our goal. 
The “Stewardship Plan” submitted by the Cali-
fornia industry to channel all non-approved 
seed in the production and market chain for ’09 
was well received by Monsanto and hopes were 
high for a period of time that Japan might be 
able to be convinced to accept such a plan even 
though always a sensitive situation.  The current 
approval process underway in Japan has a possi-

ble completion date by harvest of ’09 for ’10 
release if all goes well, so these industry’s ef-
forts could have gained one year. 

Unfortunately, a serious problem developed 
recently in Texas where an error in harvesting 
of a test plot with non-approved Bollgard III 
cotton resulted in contamination problems 
that received much adverse and the always 
exaggerated publicity.  The resulting problems 
heightened concerns within Monsanto, tech-
nology owner and Dow AgroSciences (DAS) 
technology licensee and PhytoGen principal, 
that given the already sensitive mood in Japan 
regarding this subject, that any request for a 
channeling program in California on a technol-
ogy already in approval process channels in 
Japan would be met with serious skepticism 
and resistance and could possibly jeopardize 
the approval process currently in progress 
with hopes for ’10 season.  Such a problem 
could push the industry even further back in 
getting this valuable technology in the market.  
Based on all this, and disagreements within 
Monsanto and DAS as to who was to oversee 
and be liable for the CA program, Monsanto 
and DAS took the position not to support any 
further pursuit of such a program with Japan 
given the potential concerns and risks of set-
ting approval even further back. 
“It’s extremely frustrating and unfortunate 
that the California cotton farmers can be held 
hostage to such a ridiculous approval process 
and self serving delays by Japan or any other 
country  in the world under the scientifically 
unfounded guise of concerns over this tech-
nology.  And then we wonder why the Ameri-
can farmer operates at such a disadvantage in 
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Industry Calendar 

 

Jan 13  

Jess Smith & Sons 

Grower Mtg —  

Visalia Holiday Inn —

11:30am 

 

Jan 15 

Jess Smith & Sons 

Grower Mtg —  

Harris Ranch — 

11:30am 

 

Jan 21-23 

Central Coast Cotton 

Conference —  

Shell Beach, CA 

 

Feb 13-16 

NCC Annual Mtg— 

Washington, D.C. 



the world market place.  Because we allow it to happen!  
Only in America,” stated a disappointed and frustrated 
Earl Williams, CCGGA President and CEO. 

 
ARB Passes Truck Rule 
Despite a 
downward 
spiraling 
economy 
and the 
largest 
budget 
deficit 
ever by 
the State 
of Califor-
nia, the 
California Air Resources Board passed its most significant 
rule the history of the board with a unanimous vote of 8-
0.  The On-road Heavy Duty Motor Vehicle Regulation, or 
Statewide Truck and Bus Regulation, will require every 
truck with a GVWR rating of 14,000 pounds or more to be 
retrofitted with a diesel particulate filter (DPF) beginning 
in 2010, and then replaced with a truck with a 2010 en-
gine or newer beginning in 2013.  Over 1.7 million trucks 
are expected to be affected including those not based in 
California, but operate in California.  In fact, CARB esti-
mates that 1.3 million of those trucks are out of state.  
Trucks used in agriculture will be required to comply with 
the rule as well.  However, some provisions were af-
forded agricultural trucks that operate low mileage and 
those trucks that are of a special design and nature.  
Trucks that operate less than a specified mileage thresh-
old do not have to put on DPFs and will not be required 
to be replaced until 2016.  Four specific specialty trucks, 
including cotton module movers, nurse rigs, mixer feed 
trucks used at feedlots (not dairies), and water trucks 
used on the farm, will also not be required to install DPFs, 
and will have until 2022 to replace their trucks.  These 
provisions were added to the rule after months of meet-
ings and analysis of survey and cost data with the ARB 
staff.  There were minor changes placed into the rule by 
the Board and the rule will be going out for a 15 day com-
ment period shortly.  All companies will have to register 
their trucks and there will be additional compliance work-
shops held throughout the state to educate folks on the 
details of the rule.  In the meantime, for the latest details, 
please visit our website at www.ccgga.org and check out 

the Industry Issues page. 
 
ARB Unanimously Passes Scoping Plan 
On December 11th the California Air Resources Board offi-
cially passed the Climate Change Scoping Plan pursuant to 
AB 32.  The plan is the framework for upcoming regula-
tions that will be adopted within the next two years.  The 
goal of the regulations will be to reduce California’s green-
house gas inventory to 1990 levels by 2020, which is about 
a 20% reduction from current inventory.  The main com-
ponents of the Scoping Plan are a Cap and Trade system at 
major greenhouse gas sources, a goal of 33% renewable 
fuels at power plants, and various efficiency meas-
ures.  There was intense pressure on the Board to add ad-
ditional measures to curb agricultural emissions, but 
thankfully those requests were not added into the 
Plan.  While the plan will have impacts across all sectors of 
California’s economy it does not adversely target agricul-
ture at the moment. 
 
Tractor Safety Workshops 

The California Cotton Gin-
ners and Growers Associa-
tions along with several 
other agricultural and 
safety organizations will be 
putting on Tractor Safety 
“Train the Trainer” semi-
nars up and down Califor-
nia in early 2009.  The semi-
nars will be similar to the 

Forklift “Train the Trainer” seminars that were put on in 
2008.  Classes will be geared towards training supervisors 
so that they can then train their workers, but all attendees 
are welcome.  Cost for the class will be $40/person and 
the classes will run approximately from 8:00 am to 12:00 
pm.  Classes will cover the regulatory requirements, how 
to conduct effective training, tractor safety aspects, and 
proper operation and maintenance.  Below is a tentative 
schedule of dates and locations.  Pre-registration is re-
quired.  Registration form included here for your conven-
ience. 
 

 January 29, 2009 – El Centro – Jordan Central Imple-
ment Co. 

 February 5, 2009 – Oxnard – Cal Coast Machinery 

 March 3, 2009 – Bakersfield – So. Kern Machinery 

No Sticky Cotton! 
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On-road Trucks - Ag

ÅLimited Use Exemption

ïPre-1996 < 15,000 miles/yr

ï1996 ï2005 < 20,000 miles/yr

ï2006 or newer <25,000 miles/yr

ÅNo Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF)

ÅReplace truck by December 31, 

2016

http://www.ccgga.org/
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 March 4, 2009 – Hanford – Kings Fairgrounds 

 March 17, 2009 – Exeter – Exeter Memorial Building 

 March 24, 2009 – Merced – TBA 

 March 25, 2009 – Modesto – Harvest Hall 

 March 31, 2009 – Madera – TBA 

 April 7, 2009 – Reedley – Reedley College 

 April 9, 2009 – Huron – Huron Ginning Co. 

 
PM2.5 Research at Cotton Gin Underway 
A major cotton belt research program has kicked off this 
past month in 
New Mexico.  The 
effort is planned 
to test seven cot-
ton gins over a 
three year period 
and is focused on 
measuring PM2.5 
emissions across 
all the emissions 
points in a cotton 
gin.  The study is funded by USDA, Cotton Inc., the Cotton 
Foundation, four of the State and regional Cotton Ginners 
Associations, as well as the California Air Resources Board, 
and San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control Dis-
trict.  Two gins from California are tentatively scheduled 
for testing during the 2009 cotton ginning season.  Data 
from these tests will be used to determine what the 
PM2.5 emissions from cotton gins actually are.  Currently, 
the air district and state agencies are estimating between 
33% and 50% of total particulate is PM2.5, which most be-
lieve is much too high.   
 
California Pesticide Use Drops Again in 2007 
The Department of Pesticide Regulation reported that pes-
ticide use declined in California for a second consecutive 
year in 2007.  Approximately 172 million pounds of pesti-
cides were applied statewide, a decrease of nearly 16 mil-
lion pounds - or 8.4 percent -- from 2006.  Production agri-
cultural use dropped by more than 11 million pounds, as 
did almost every other category.  All of the high-toxicity 
categories declined in 2007 as measured both in pounds 
applied and acreage treated.  DPR analysts noted that dry 
spring weather conditions in 2007  

appear to have been a factor in reducing disease and 

Cotton Up! 

CLASSING AVERAGES  

December 19, 2008

 

  

CA Bales Classed  2007 2008 

Saw Upland  408,340 186,450 

Roller Upland 91,841 120,275 

Pima 573,495 328,630 

Saw Upland 
2007 

Saw/Roller Combined 
2008 

Saw Only 

Mike Avg. 4.27 4.03 

Color Grade   

% 21'S + 56.3 70.8 

% 31'S 36.8 26.8 

% 41'S 3.8 1.9 

Length Avg. 37.24 37.22 

Strength Avg. 33.46 33.06 

Uniformity Avg. 82.17 81.64 

Leaf Distribution 1 10.8 5.6 

Leaf Distribution 2 57.1 62.7 

Leaf Distribution 3 27.9 28.5 

Leaf Distribution 4 3.4 2.5 

Extraneous Matter   

Grass 0.3 0.1 

Seed - - 

Bark 0.1 - 

Prep - - 

Roller Upland Only 2007 2008 

Mike Avg.  4.53 4.24 

Color Grade    

% 21'S +  54.7 35.4 

% 22's - 0.3 

% 31'S  34.4 61.9 

% 32'S  - 0.8 

% 41'S 3.4 1.05 

Length Avg. 39.0 39.42 

Strength Avg. 33.5 34.52 

Uniformity Avg. 83.6 83.71 

Leaf Distribution 1 - 0.9 

Leaf Distribution 2 65.6 60.5 

Leaf Distribution 3 28.6 36.1 

Leaf Distribution 4 4.7 2.2 

PIMA 2007 2008 

Mike Avg.  4.06 4.00 

Strength Avg. 40.60 41.59 

Color Grade %   

1's 45.8 11.6 

2's 50.1 83.9 

3's 3.1 4.1 

4's 0.8 0.3 

Leaf Distribution 1 44.5 28.7 

Leaf Distribution 2 48.8 60.7 

Leaf Distribution 3 6.1 9.5 

Leaf Distribution 4 0.6 0.9 

Length Avg. 46.80 47.40 

Uniformity Index 84.98 85.53 

Extraneous Matter   

Grass 0.2 0.1 

Prep 0.2 0.9 

Spindle - - 

Bark 0.1 - 
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weed levels and thus the need for pesticides compared 
with 2006, according to a DPR analysis of major crop appli-
cations prepared as part of the summary use data.  Insect 
populations were generally lower in 2007 as well.  In addi-
tion to weather conditions, analysts attributed the drop in 
pesticide use to farmers continuing to do a better job of 
minimizing pesticide use when possible and shifting to 
newer products that are less toxic to people and the envi-
ronment.   
 
European Union Joins Climate Change Movement 
California isn’t the only one out there pushing the issue of 
climate change.  An agreement has been reached on the 
European Union Renewable Energy Directive that could 
pave the way for the economic bloc to achieve its plans for 
a 20% renewables contribution to total energy demand and 
a 20% cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, the so-
called “20:20:20 Plan”. The deal means that more than one 
third of EU electricity must come from renewables by 2020.  
European Renewable Energy Council (EREC) president Art-
houros Zervos noted, "This European Directive will be the 
most important piece of legislation on renewable energy in 
the world," adding that the legislation will provide for 
much-needed investor confidence in the renewable energy 

sector, and thereby enable 
the European Union to 
achieve in the most cost-
efficient way the binding 20% 
renewable energy target.  Un-
der the terms of the Direc-
tive, for the first time each 
Member State has a legally 
binding renewables target for 
2020.  "At a time when international climate negotiations 
are ongoing, the European Union gives a strong signal to 
other countries worldwide. I am confident that this piece 
of legislation will inspire other parts of the world to help 
us achieve a sustainable energy future," Zervos said. 
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