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Industry Calendar

June 17 ¢
CCGA Grower Board
Mtg ¢ Fresno

June 18 ¢
Pima Grade Standards
Box Matching CVisalia
Classing Office

July 29-31
CA Assoc. Grower Gins
¢ Lake Tahoe

Aug4-6
Cotton Inc./Cotton
Board Full Mtgt
Durham; NC

Aug 12-13 ¢
American Cotton Pro-
ducerst Nashville, TN

Sept 3T
Supima Annual Mtgt
Harris Ranch

CCGGA Staff

Earl P. Williams
President / CEO
earl@ccgga.org

Roger A. Isom
Executive Vice President

roger@ccgga.org

Casey D. Creamer
Vice President
casey@ccgga.org

Shana Colby
Administrative Assistant
shana@ccgga.org

2009 American Pima Grade Standards Box
Matching & Visalia Classing Office Open

House

Please join us as we match all of the 2009
American Pima Grade Standards to the
American Pima Guide boxes that were ap-
proved in March of this year. This is the first
time this event has been held outside of
Memphis, TN and we encourage anyone with
an interest in the Pima industry to observe
and/or participate in this process.

Also, we will be providing tours and informa-
tion on our classing operations prior to the
standards matching. If you have never been
to the Classing office or if it has been a long
time since your last visit we encourage you to
attend; there have been many changes over
the years and we believe you will find the
process very interesting.

8:30am ¢ 12:00pm, Thursday, June 18, 2009
Visalia, CA Classing Office
(Open house 8:30 ¢ 11:00)
(Pima matching 11:00 ¢ 12:00)

7100 West Sunnyview Avenue
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: (559) 651-3015

or

James Knowlton, Chief

E-mail: james.knowlton@usda.gov

Standardization Branch
3275 Appling Road
Memphis, TN 38133
Phone: (901) 384-3030

Pictured here: Grower: Don Cameront Ginners: Stan Creelman,
Matt Toste, Mike Hooper

USDA To Increase Classing Fees C 2009
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) has
announced that fees changed to cotton pro-

Note: This event is open to the entire indus-ducers for classification services will increase in

try, not just the Pima industryEveryone is

2009. The fee increase will be .20 cents per

welcome to the open house and to observe bale from the previous $2.00. This fee will be

the Pima matching.

For additional information please contact:
Greg Townsend, Area Director

E-mail: greg.townsend@usda.gov

Visalia, CA Classing Office

applicable for the entire 2009 US cotton crop.
As in previous years, cotton classification fees
for cotton collected and paid by sampling
agents (cotton gins in our case) will receive

a .05 cent per bale discount to $2.15 per bale
costs up from $1.95 in 2009.


mailto:greg.townsend@usda.gov
mailto:james.knowlton@usda.gov
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Californian Appointed as Administrator of Agricultural
Marketing Service

The California Department of Food and Agriculture's Dep-
uty Secretary of Legislation and Policy Rayne Pegg has
been appointed Administrator of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture's Agricultural Marketing Service.
At CDFA, Pegg was the principal advisor to both Secretary
Kawamura and the governor's cabinet on legislative and
policy issues involving agriculture. As AMS administrator,
she will work to ensure a productive and competitive
global and domestic marketplace for U.S. agricultural
products. Prior to her appointment at CDFA, Pegg repre-
sented the California Farm Bureau Federation on issues
ranging from export market opportunities to phytosani-
tary barriers and the Leafy Green Product Handler Market-
ing Agreement, an industry-backed food safety initiative
established in response to the spinach E. Coli outbreak in
2006. She participated in the World Trade Organization
and US-Korea FTA negotiations, and was previously ap-
pointed to USDA's Agricultural Trade Advisory Committee
on Fruits and Vegetables.

FMC Plans Objections to EPA Action on Carbofuran
(Furadan)

The FMC Corporation has announced they strongly dis-
agree with the announcement by the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) to revoke all U.S. food
tolerances for the pesticide carbofuran (Furadan). FMC
plans to file objections to this action by the EPA and to
seek an administrative hearing. "We are very disap-
pointed by the EPA revocation and their unwillingness to
recognize that our voluntary changes to the label allowed
the product to meet the dietary safety standard using
EPA's own conservative assumptions,” said Dr. Michael
Morelli, Director of Global Regulatory Affairs, FMC Agricul-
tural Products Group. "President Obama has committed
EPA to regulating on the basis of sound science, and FMC
is confident that a fair hearing based on sound scientific
principles will prove carbofuran's safety to the satisfaction
of all." FMC finds the Agency's action to be highly un-
usual as well as contrary to the EPA's past position which
would have maintained at least imported food tolerances
for the product. Since EPA announced its intention to can-
cel carbofuran registrations in 2006, FMC has modified the
product label and generated additional data, to augment
an already substantial database, all of which confirm the
safety of this product. EPA has taken no action to cancel
carbofuran’s registrations, which continue under FIFRA.

Under the EPA action, FMC can still sell and growers can
use carbofuran until December 31, 2009.

New Sister Association Being Formed
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pertise in critical compliance areas, such as air pollution

and safety, a new agricultural organization is being

formed. This new organization will be known as the West-
ern Agricultural Processors Association (WAPA), and will

share staff and office with the California Cotton Ginners

WAPA

WESTERN AGRICULTURAL PROCESSORS

CIATION

and Growers Associations. WAPA will be representing,

and performing environmental and safety services for, ag-
ricultural processing operations such as almond hullers

and processors, and vegetable dehydrators. WAPA is al-
ready providing safety services for almond hullers and
processors, as well as cotton gins and farms in California

and Arizona on a contract basis. For more information on

21 t1Qa I OUAGAGASAST GAaArl
www.agprocessors.org or call the office at (559)455-9272.

WAPA Hires Director of Environmental and Safety Ser-
vices

The Western Agricultural
Processors Association
(WAPA) is pleased to an-
nounce Elda Brueggemann
has joined the organization
as their new Director of Envi-
ronmental and Safety Ser-
vices. Ms. Brueggemann is
2yS 2F GKS A
and brings 20 years of safety |
and environmental experi-
ence in the cotton ginning
industry to WAPA. Ms.
Brueggemann previously
worked for Producers Cotton Oil and then the Anderson
Clayton Corporation when Producers was bought by
Anderson Clayton. As the Director of Environmental and

No Sticky Cotton!
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The Cotton ChronicleT Page 3

Safety Services, Elda will be responsible for providing envi- power. Half of this power would be owned and operated
ronmental and safety services to members of WAPA, as by the utility on their land, while 125 MW of the power
well as contract services to cotton gins, cotton ware- would be owned by third-party operators and/or custom-
houses, food processing plants, packing houses and farms. ers. PG&E has specifically cited their desire to place these
As indicated in the previous story, WAPA is already con-  projects on agricultural and rural land.
ducting safety audits and inspections in cotton gins Most of the projects would be between 1 ¢ 10 (the aver-
throughout California and Arizona, as well as almond hull- age 1 MW installation takes up approximately 4 ¢ 6 acres).
ers and processors and farms. For more information or In filing this application, PG&E has stated they will pay an
services in your operation, please call the WAPA office at  average price of 26cents/kWh for the energy (this price
(559)455-9272 or contact Elda at elda@agprocessors.org.  will be adjusted for time of use, with peak-summer pro-
duction paying a substantially higher amount). In almost
Funds Are Available For Off-Road Agriculture Equipment all instances is higher than the cost of purchasing energy
& Conservation Management Practices from the utility to operate irrigation pumps or other facili-
Funds are available to farmers and ranchers interested in  ties on agricultural rates.
reducing air quality emissions from off-road mobile or sta- The program would operate very similar to existing Fee-in
tionary agricultural sources. The USDA Natural tariffs, in that the CPUC would pre-approve the terms and
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is now taking ap-  conditions of the long-term contract, and customers or
plications to provide cost-share funds to replace, repower, businesses would be free to execute those contracts on a
or retrofit existing engines under a new air quality provi-  first-come, first-serve basis. Unlike net-metering, this en-
sion of the 2008 Federal Farm Bill, provided through the  ergy would solely be used for export, and could not be
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The utilized on-site to offset load.
deadline to apply is June 26, 2009. The CPUC is currently considering the application, and is
Producers in 36 counties are eligible to use the fundsto  expected to rule on the application by late 20009.
help reduce ozone and particulate matter emissions. Prior- Reprinted with permission from AECA.
ity will be given to replacing older, higher polluting
engines with newer, reduced-emission technology engines Electricity Bills May Rise in the Future
that meet or exceed current emission standards. Station- If proposed legislation on renewable energy sources goes
ary, portable and heavy-duty off-road mobile systems are through, you

eligible. can expect
Other eligible practices to reduce fugitive dust much higher
(particulate matter) include conservation tillage, harvest  prices for -
activities, precision pest control and manure injection. Up energy in the ::L\_
to $22 million is available for this program. In addition, future. Leg- ——
certain regional Air Pollution Control Districts may provide islation that -":' -
co-funding opportunities. would re-

quire both

A series of workshops is being held throughout California
to provide detailed information on the program and to
help prepare applications. Representatives from the : .
' {51 Q4 bw/{ FyR CIN¥ {SNATHEHN el c{1 0> wS3A
Air Districts, agricultural associations and farm equipment 33% of their

dealers will be at each workshop to answer questions and ptO\ftveg froT ren(;e\_/vable et;] grgy;_ources dhfas tcrllea'ged thf)l
to help producers determine if they are eligible for the state >enate and IS Now being discussed In the ASSembly.

program. The legislation (SB 14) is authored by State Senator Joe
Simitian (D-Palo Alto). The bill passed out of the Senate

on March 31, but not without a considerable amount of
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does get through, Governor Schwarzenegger has all but

vowed to sign it since it es-sentially places into legislation

private and
public utili-

PG&E Offers Solar Program Focused on Rural Applica-
tions

In hopes of adding new renewable power to their energy
portfolio, PG&E has proposed to build 250 MW of solar

Cotton Up!
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an Executive Order which he issued last November. The  in football. After a stint as an officer in the army, Don
requirement imposed on pri-vately-owned utilities to de-  returned to his beloved Corcoran to raise his family and
rive a specified percentage of their power supplies from farm with his brother and brothers in law.

renewable sources is known as the Renewable Portfolio Cotton, grain, alfalfa and turkeys were the farming op-

Standard (RPS). The current RPS of 20% renewables by SNIiGA2ya YIAY F20dzao . S5
2010 was established by 2006 legislation (SB 107). Last ness interests included a partnership in Cross Creek
November the Governor issued Executive Order EO S14- Ginning Co., Lakeland Dusters Aviation and Commercial

08 raising the RPS to 33% for privately owned utilitiesand  Tire. He was an avid golfer and community organizer
applying that require-ment to publicly owned ones. The and leader in his lifetime hometown of Corcoran. He

Air Resources Board included the 33% RPS in the AB 32 was an industry leader and received many awards dur-
Scoping Plan as one of the measures it is count-ing on in ing his life recognizing his dedication and leadership in
meeting the greenhouse gas emission reduction targets the field of agriculture.

of that Plan. At this point, it seems a daunting task, since  Our deepest sympathies are extended to his wife

Fff 2F GKS adl §SQa Y 22 NJ Modnyeen sond Kirks Matt, IRa\B andktthe @ntirg Gilkeyl NZ
ing the current RPS with only 12% of their electricity cur- ~ family. Don was a giant of a man in stature and heart

rently coming from renewables. Considering the utilities  and we all will miss him. Remembrances may be sent

get most of their energy from much cheaper sources of to CurePSP (Progressive Supra Nuclear Palsy) Executive
energy (hydro, natural gas, coal or nuclear) the cost of Plaza Ill, 11350 McCormick Road, Ste 906, Hunt Valley,
electricity is most certainly going to go up! MD 21031 or the Corcoran Community Foundation,

1321 Whitley Avenue, Corcoran, CA 93212.
Memoriam
Don Gilkey, a native of Corcoran and longtime industry
leader passed away on Sunday, May 24, 2009. He was
74. Born in Corcoran, Don attended local schools and
then went onto college at UC Berkley where he excelled



