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Industry Calendar

March 8-11
CA Assoc. of Grower
Owned Gins'G
PismoBeach

March 19
CCGA Grower Annual
and BOD Mtg ¢
Harris Ranch

March 30T April'l
NCGA Ginners School
T Lubbock, TX

April 10
Good Fridayt
CCGGA Offices Closed

April'15
CCGA Safety School &
Managerial Seminar
T Hanford

May 12-14
NCGA Ginners
Schoolt Mesilla Park,
NM

CCGGA Staff

Earl P. Williams
President / CEO
earl@ccgga.org

Roger A. Isom
Executive Vice President
roger@ccgga.org

Casey D. Creamer
Assistant Vice President
casey@ccgga.org

Shana Colby
Administrative Assistant
shana@ccgga.org

Growers Annual Meeting on March 19"

The California Cotton Growers Association
will be holding its Annual Meeting on Thurs-
day, March 19" at Harris Ranch in Coa-

linga. The Cotton Growers Annual meeting
will begin at 9:30 am in the Ballroom and will
conclude with lunch. Please mark your calen-
dars and plan on attending.

Tractor Train the Trainer Workshops

The California Cotton
Ginners and Growers
Associations along
with several other ag-
ricultural and safety
organizations will be
putting on Tractor
Safety “Train the
Trainer” seminars up and down California in
early 2009. The seminars will be similar to
the Forklift “Train the Trainer” seminars that
were put on in 2008. Classes will be geared
towards training supervisors so that they can
then train their workers, but all attendees are
welcome. Cost for the class will be $40/
person and the classes will run approximately
from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. Classes will cover
the regulatory requirements, how to conduct
effective training, tractor safety aspects, and
proper operation and maintenance. Below is
the schedule of dates and locations. For a
copy of the flyer and to register go to
www.ccgga.org and click on the Latest News
section or call 559-252-0684 for more infor-
mation.

-March 17, 2009 — Exeter — Exeter Memorial
Building
-March 24, 2009 — Dos Palos — Dos Palos

Cooperative Gin
-March 25, 2009 — Modesto — Harvest Hall
-March 31, 2009 — Madera — Kuckenbecker
Tractor
-April 7, 2009 — Reedley — Reedley College
-April 9, 2009 — Huron — Huron Ginning Co.

Danny Locke in High Cotton
3y Firebaugh cotton
farmer Danny Locke,
was recognized by
Farm Press as the 2009
Western High Cotton
award winner at the
Beltwide Cotton Con-
ference in San Antonio,
Texas earlier this
year. Locke grew up
8l on the land he farms
today between Fire-
baugh and Mendota
and has been farming for more than 50
years. Thanks to Harry Cline and the Western
Farm Press for recognizing Danny Locke’s dedi-
cated service to this industry. Congratulations
Danny on a well deserved award!

Danny Locke
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The Pikalok Farming tribe from left to right, Gary Martin, son Daniel and wife
Mari, Danny, daughter Kelley Joe and son Dane
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CCGA Safety School & Managerial Seminar

The California Cotton Ginners Association’s Ginners
school committee met recently and decided on a change
to the annual Ginners School and Managerial Semi-

nar. The name is being changed to the CCGA Safety
School to reflect its focus on safety in the workplace. The
school will be held on April 15th at the Kings Fairgrounds
in Hanford and the Safety Contest will be held at Mid Val-
ley Cotton Growers. Topics for this year’s school will in-
clude; Low Voltage Electrical Safety, Bloodborne Patho-
gens, Heat Stress Prevention, Safety Contest, and Associ-
ate Exhibits. The Managerial Seminar will feature topics
on Enforcing the Safety Program, OSHA Inspection Up-
date, and Hot Topics in Labor Law. There will also be a
Sexual Harassment Training class that is required for su-
pervisors every two years!

Ginners Industry Meeting Set
The California Cotton Ginners Association will be having

its Annual Industry Meeting from Sunday, May 31* until
Wednesday June 3" at the Inn at Morro Bay. Format will
be similar to previous meetings with an opening reception
on Sunday, golf tournament and reception on Monday,
Board of Directors meeting, Industry Meeting and Dinner
on Tuesday. Official registration and fliers will be sent out
as the event gets closer, but please mark your calendars
and plan on attending this fun and informational meeting.

AECA & Edison Settle General Rate Case

After months of negotiations, the Ag Energy Consumers
Association (AECA) and Southern California Edison (SCE)
have reached an agreement on Phase Il electricity rates.
Under the agreement, agricultural and water pumping
rates will fall by 0.1% in late 2009. SCE had originally pro-
posed to boost agricultural and water pumping rates by
an average of 2.4%. In an agreement submitted on Janu-
ary 9, groups agreed to a revenue allocation scenario.
The agreement assumes that rates in the Edison territory
will increase by an average of 13.4%. This percentage in-
crease assumes that the CPUC approved a number of de-
cisions, including a fuel-price increase for Edison based on
their outlook of natural gas prices, as well as assuming
that the CPUC approves the pending distribution rate in-
crease from SCE. The following table outlines this agree-
ment, and illustrates the difference between SCE’s pro-
posed rate allocation, and the final agreement:

Rate Class SCE % Change Settle- % Change
Pro- from ment from
posal Average Average
Residential 15.1% 3.0% 16.1% 2.7%
Small & 10.3% 13.2% -0.2%
Med. Power -1.8%
Industrial 8.5% -3.6% 10.1% -3.3%
Agricultural 14.5% 2.4% 13.3% -0.1%
PA-1 | 12.3% 0.2% 6.9% -6.5%
PA-2 | 15.1% 3.0% 13.8% 0.4%
PA-TOU 15.1% 3.0% 16.1% 2.7%
TOU-PA-5 15.1% 3.0% 16.1% 2.7%
TOTAL 12.1% 0.0% 13.4% 0.0%
SYSTEM

PG&E Implements January Rate Increase

Edison is not alone in raising electricity rates, as PG&E simi-
larly boosted rates in January based on concerns about ris-
ing energy costs. Both utilities forecasted natural gas
prices for the next calendar year in the fall of last year, and
based on those forecasts determines the expected cost of
delivering electricity to customers. Natural gas accounts
for approximately 45-50% of overall electricity generation
in California. As a result of these forecasts, PG&E boosted
average rates by 2.6% on January 1, although agricultural
rates only rose 1.5%. The following table outlines the aver-
age rate increase for the major customer classes, as well as
the most utilized agricultural rate schedules:

Rate Class Previous January 1 Percent
Average Rate Change
Rate
Residential 15.823 16.305 3.0%
Small 16.486 17.285 2.6%
Commercial
Medium 14.734 15.088 2.4%
Commercial
Industrial 12.718 12.993 2.2%
Agricultural 14.042 14.256 1.5%
AG-1A 28.032 28.632 2.1%
AG-5B 11.901 12.052 1.3%
AG-5C 12.097 12.260 1.3%
System 14.499 14.880
Average 2.6%

However, since this is only a “pass-through” cost, if PG&E
has over-estimated the actual cost of producing electricity,

No Sticky Cotton!
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they will likely make a mid-year adjustment to reduce FINAL CLASSING AVERAGES - 08 Season
rates. This actually occurred in May of 2008, when rates March 6, 2009
were lowered by an average 1.5% due to PG&E overesti- CA Bales Classed 2007 2008
mating cost. Because these rates were based on forecasts Saw Upland 422,241 208,372
made in late summer 2008, when oil and natural gas Roller Upland 138,585 159,340
prices were high, many analysts believe that a mid-year Pima 765,588 411,874
correction will again be warranted later this year. Saw Upland 2007 - 2008
(Excerpts from the AECA Management Report: A Month frr YT aw/ R°":_'zg°mb'"ed sa‘;’_:s""’
ReVieV\( January’ 2009) Color Grade % 21's + 54.4 69.5
Color Grade % 31's 373 27.9
Cotton Price Risk Management and Pricing Strategies Color Grade % 41's 24 18
Seminar Length Avg. 37.36 37.21
Specific Market-Based Strategies for How to Manage Your Strength Avg. 33.45 32.66
Price Risk for the 2009 Crop Season Uniformity Avg. 82.29 8157
Main Topics: Leaf Distribution 1 9.7 5.3
Why are options on cotton futures critical to your busi- Leaf Distribution 2 202 oL
ness? What can options do for you and how? Actionable ear Disrbution 3 2 2o
Leaf Distribution 4 3.5 2.9
hedging strategies based on various price scenario, Ex- Extrancous Matter
treme market volatility, Market Outlook Grass 0.3 0.1
Instructors — Dr. Carl Anderson and Dr. John Robinson, Seed 0.2
will discuss when and how to use a variety of option Bark 0.1 03
strategies including: fences, 3-ways and calendar back Prep _ _
spreads Market Outlook by Dr. O.A. Cleveland, Cotton fofer ip'a"d Sl 207 20;)8
Marketing Specialist and Mr. Jarral Neeper, Calcot, Ltd. cz/:;f;:ie — 2
What: Basic and Intermediate workshop on using options % 21's + 235 36.0
on futures to manage price risk %31's 46.4 60.2
Who: Sponsored by Cotton Incorporated %41's 41 1.09
Where: The Harris Ranch, Coalinga, CA Length Avg. 39.0 3945
When: Wednesday, March 11, 2009 Strength Avg. 3348 3452
8:30 am - 5:00 pm Unif?rm.ity A.vg. 83.8 83.73
Leaf Distribution 1 6.4 0.7
No attendance fee; lunch will be provided ot Dieribution 2 o e
Please register to reserve your seat; space is limited Leaf Distribution 3 281 39.3
To register, contact Kay Wriedt at 919-678-2271 or Leaf Distribution 4 ' 21
. . Pima 2007 2008
kwriedt@cottoninc.com Mike Ave e 299
Strength Avg. 40.64 41.64
National Cotton Ginners Association Cotton Ginners Color Grade % - 1's 122 108
School Color Grade % - 2's 53.2 84.1
Entering its twenty third year of classes, the ginners Color Grade % - 3's 35 44
school will be offered at three locations: Color Grade % - 4's 0.9 0.4
-Southwest Ginners School: March 30 — April 1, 2009 — tea: gszrﬁ”?"”i zij Z;
ea Istribution . B
Lubbock, TX Leaf Distribution 3 6.5 10.6
-Western Ginners School: May 12 — 14, 2009 — Mesilla o Dietribution 4 06 .
Park, NM Length Avg. 46.81 47.50
-Stoneville Ginners School: June 9 —11, 2009 — Stone- Uniformity Index 84.96 85.58
ville, MS Extraneous Matter
Please visit the Latest News page of our website at Grass 02 01
www.ccgga.org to download the Course Outline and Reg- Prep 02 08
istration Form with all the details. S';'::('e oj1 .

Cotton Up!
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New |-9 Form Delayed Until April 3, 2009!

By Michael C. Saqui and Ana C. Toledo

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) an-
nounced that it has delayed by 60 days the implementa-
tion of the new I-9 forms until April 3, 2009. The final rule
on the new I-9 entitled “Documents Acceptable for Em-
ployment Eligibility Verification” was published in the Fed-
eral Registebn Dec. 17, 2008. The announcement comes
after President Barack Obama’s chief of staff, Rahm
Emanuel, issued a memorandum on January 20, 2009 to
all federal agencies recommending a 60 day hold on di-
recting them to consider extending for 60 days the effec-
tive date of regulations that have been published in the
Federal Register but not yet taken. The memo also put a
freeze on any federal regulations not yet published in the
Federal RegisterAccording to USCIS, the delay will pro-
vide DHS with an opportunity for further consideration of
the rule and also allows the public additional time to sub-
mit comments. USCIS has also reopened the public com-
ment period for 30 days, until March 4, 2009.

Counsel to Management:

Management should continue using the 1-9 form with an expiration date of June 30,
2009 and not the I-9 form with a revision date of February 2, 2009 until the new im-
plementation date.
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Newsletter Sponsorships

2009 Sponsorships for the Cotton Chronicles are avail-
able to current associate members of either the Ginners
or Growers Associations. Sponsorships are on first come
first serve basis and months are going fast. We allow one
primary sponsor and a secondary sponsor if the primary
agrees. Cost to include an insert into the newsletter runs
$2,000 and $1,500 for a primary who allows a secondary
sponsor. The Cotton Chronicles has a distribution of
1,800. If you are interested in sponsoring a month,
please contact Casey Creamer at (559) 252-0684.

In Memoriam

The Association regrets to announce the passing of long
time Firebaugh cotton grower John Britton. John was a
leader in the agricultural industry having served on nu-
merous boards including the Firebaugh Canal Water Dis-
trict, the Columbia Canal Company, Silver Creek Drain-
age District, Firebaugh Resource Conservation District,
Exchange Contractors, American Dehydrators Associa-
tion and the Farmers Firebaugh Ginning Company. He
also served as a member of the Fresno State Ag One
Boosters, advisory board member for the Bank of Amer-

The goal of this article is to provide employers with current labor and employment layw | .
information. The contents should not be interpreted or construed as legal advice or 1€a IN the Firebaugh area, and school board member for

opinion. For individual responses to questions or concerns regarding any given
situaion, the reader should consult withe Saqui Law Grougt (831) 4437100.

Dos Palos High School. Remembrances may be made to
the Firebaugh Mendota United Methodist Church.



