
Annual Safety School A Success 
The 2009 Safety School and Managerial Semi-
nar held at the Kings Fairgrounds in Hanford 
was a huge success. 148 participants at-
ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
Low Voltage Electrical Safety, put on by 
Norm Hansen of Anderson Clayton Corpora-
tion; Heat Illness Prevention, taught by Jim 
Lopes of Cal/OSHA Consultation Service; 
Lockout Tagout Review presented by Ron 
Shanoian of the J.G. Boswell Company; 
Bloodborne Pathogens taught by Raul Calvo 
of Norton-Parker Insurance Agency. As al-
ways with the help of Mark Ptacek, Elda 
Brueggemann, Mike Brueggemann, Ron Sha-
noian, Debra Beavers, and Judy Strong, the 
Safety Contest held at Mid-Valley Cotton 
GrowersΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴπ
ner was David Correa of J.G. Boswell. Other 
winners were as follows: 10th place ς Juan 
Espinoza, J.G. Boswell; 9th place ς Rene Gra-
cia, Farmers 
Coop; 8th place ς 
Richard Espinoza, 
Superior Almond 
Hulling; 7th place 
ς Joe Trujillo, 
Anderson Clay-
ton; 6th place ς 
Mike Morales, 
J.G. Boswell; 5th 
place ς Jessie 
Lawler, J.G. Bos-
well; 4th place ς 
Bud Brown, Semi-
Tropic Coop; 3rd 
place ς Mike Alvarez, Broadview Coop; 2nd 
place ς Jose Alvarez, J.G. Boswell. 

At the Managerial Seminar, the following topics 
were covered: Cal/OSHA Inspections, pre-
sented by Craig Fowler, Cal/OSHA Consulta-
tion; Enforcing the Safety Program, by Alethea 
Leandro-Farr, Norton-Parker Insurance 
Agency; and Hot Topics in Labor Law, by Mi-
chael Saqui, The Saqui Law Group.  In the af-
ternoon, Don Patrick of the Nisei Farmers 
League gave the required Sexual Harassment 
Training for supervisors every two years. 
Many thanks to the Associate members for dis-
playing their wares to the attendees. They in-
cluded Continental Eagle Corp., International 
Fiber Packaging, Jorgensen & Company, Karl 
M. Smith Inc., Langston Companies, Lummus 
Corp., Stover Equipment Co., and the Nisei 
Farmers League. 
The Association would also like to extend our 
sincerest appreciation to Stan Creelman, Juan 
Cortez and the rest of the staff of Mid-Valley 
Cotton Growers, for their hard work and coop-

eration in 
holding the 
Safety Con-
test at their 
gin. These ex-
amples of 
support are 
what make 
our Safety 
School so suc-
cessful.  The 
Association 
would like to 
express our 
sincere appre-

ciation to the overwhelming generosity by our 
Safety School Sponsors including: 
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Industry Calendar 

 

May 20-21 ς  

Bollworm Golf  

Tourney ς  

Bakersfield 

 

May 25 ς  

Memorial Day ς  

Offices Closed 

 

May 31-June 3 ς  

Ginners Industry  

Annual Mtg ς  

Morro Bay 

 

June 2 ς  

Ginners BOD Mtg ς 

Morro Bay 

 

June 17 ς  

Growers BOD Mtg ς 

Fresno  
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Jarral Neeper New Calcot President 

Jarral Neeper, Calcot's vice presi-
dent of marketing, is the new presi-
dent of the cooperative based in 
Bakersfield, CA. 
Neeper, 51, is a 15-year veteran of 
the company and brings over two 
decades of cotton experience to his 
newest assignment. 
He assumed his new post on April 
1, succeeding Robert W. Norris, 

who retired after a six-year term as the co-op's chief ex-
ecutive. Neeper is only the seventh chief executive in Cal-
cot's 82-year-history.  Neeper, as vice president of mar-
keting, conducted research and analyzed economic 
trends and other factors that influence the cotton mar-
ket, tracked pertinent statistics and maintained commu-
nications with growers, gin managers and government 
officials. 
He is a veteran and polished presenter of cotton market 
supply and demand analyses to Calcot growers, directors 
and other industry interests.  He has extensive experi-
ence directing Calcot's Call Pool Operations, one of sev-
eral marketing options for the co-op's cotton producers. 
In the Call Pool, growers can set a portion (or all) of the 
final price for their cotton through various strategies. 
Neeper oversaw the day-to-day operations of staying cur-
rent with the market and maintaining open lines of com-
munication, building and advising upon different scenar-
ios for growers, as well as executing market trades on 
their behalf.  Previously the secretary/treasurer of Am-

cot, the joint industry association of the nation's four lead-
ing cotton marketing cooperatives, he is now also a vice-
president of Amcot.  Holder of a master's degree in agri-
cultural economics from Texas Tech University and a 
bachelor's degree from the University of Arizona, Neeper 
first worked as a corporate analyst for Continental Pipe-
line, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Conoco Oil, a South-
western oil company. He also served a stint as agricultural 
economist for the National Cotton Council, and was direc-
tor of research and a futures trader for The Jernigan 
Group, a cotton industry business and market analysis 
firm, before joining Calcot in 1994 as director of economic 
research.  Neeper was born in Sweetwater, Texas, where 
his parents had a small dryland cotton and sorghum farm-
ing operation. At age eight, he and his family moved to 
Parker, Ariz., where his family continued to be involved in 
agriculture, mostly in custom alfalfa harvesting. Neeper 
and wife Tamara, live in Bakersfield, Calif., and are the 
parents of three children. 
Calcot is a cotton marketing cooperative owned and sup-
plied by 1,400 cotton producers in California, Arizona, 
New Mexico and Texas. 
 
Alliance with General Petroleum 
The Board of Directors of both the Ginners and Growers 
Associations recently approved an alliance with General 
Petroleum by which our regular Ginner and Grower mem-
bers, our Associate members and both Associations can 
benefit as a customer of General Petroleum.   General Pe-
troleum is a full service petroleum product marketer and 
provider throughout California from Sonora to San Diego.  
! Ŧǳƭƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DtΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
together with a full description of the benefits offered to 
our members is enclosed as an insert in this newsletter.  
An application form is on the back of the information 
piece.  If you already do business with GP to become eligi-
ble for the program benefits on all purchases beginning 
June 1, 2009, simply fill in Existing Account # at the top of 
the form and fax to (310) 356-2424. 
If you do not have an established account with GP and 
would like to get established, fill out application provided 
and fax to (310) 356-2424 to become eligible for program 
benefits on future purchases beginning June 1. 2009. 
We hope our members will take the time to check this 
program out and contact GP for more information if 
needed regarding their business and services.  When you 
find the need for their services needed and their prices 
competitive, a decision to do business with GP can be a 
win-win for everyone involved including your Associations. 
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Safety School Sponsors 
 

Gold 

Continental Eagle 

Karl M. Smith, Inc. 

Langston Companies 

Lummus Corporation 
 

Silver 

International Fiber Packaging 
 

Door Prizes 

Dale Brisco, Inc. 

Jorgensen & Company 



USDA Announces $10.9 Million for Air Quality in  
California 
Farmers and ranchers interested in reducing air quality 
emissions from off-road mobile or 
stationary agricultural sources are 
invited to apply between April 30 
and June 26, 2009, for $10.9 mil-
lion in funds made available under 
a new air quality provision of the 
нллу ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛπ
mary goal of this new portion of the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program (EQIP) is to help farmers and 
ranchers attain the standards set by the National Ambi-
Ŝƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ όb!!v{ύέ ǎŀƛŘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ά9Řέ .ǳǊπ
ǘƻƴΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ¦{5!Ωǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
Resources Conservation Service.  There are 36 counties 
eligible to use the new funds to help achieve compliance 
with the ambient air quality standards for 8-hour ozone 
and PM10 and PM2.5 (particulate matter smaller than 10 
and 2.5 microns, respectively). The eligible counties are: 
Alameda, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Contra Costa, El Do-
rado, Fresno, Imperial, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Los Angeles, 
Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Napa, Nevada, 
Orange, Placer, Riverside, Sacramento, San Bernardino, 
San Diego, San Joaquin, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tulare, Tuolumne, Ventura, 
and Yolo.  Applications will be ranked according to the 
amount of emission reductions achieved in the proposed 
ǇƭŀƴΦ  CǳƴŘŜŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ bw/{Ω ŎƻƳōǳǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
system air emissions management practice to improve 
high polluting, fully functional engines with newer, re-
duced-emission technologies that meet or exceed current 
emission standards. Stationary, portable and heavy-duty 
off-road mobile systems will be included. Other covered 
air quality practices will include conservation tillage, dust 
control on farm roads, precision pest control, and ma-
nure injection.  {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
for information on workshops to be held throughout the 
state during the month of May. 
 
Memoriam 
James Griffin Boswell II, who was highly instrumental in 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳπ
panies, died April 3 at his home in Indian Wells, CA.  He 
was 86. 
άWDΣέ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ WΦDΦ 
.ƻǎǿŜƭƭ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴ мфпуΦ  .ƻǎǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ 
ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ WΦDΦ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ Wƻŀπ

quin Valley in 1925.   
¦ƴŘŜǊ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƎǊŜǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ 
process and market cottons, tomatoes, wheat and alfalfa 
in California and Australia. 
The company also enjoyed success in real estate develop-
ment projects in Colorado and California and Arizona, 
where it helped develop the famous Sun City retirement 
community.   
JG served as Chairman, President and CEO of the Boswell 
Company from 1952 until his retirement in 1984.  After 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
directors.  He also served on the boards of Safeway, Gen-
eral Electric, Security Pacific Bank, Bank of American and 
Up With People. 
He was a trustee of the California Nature Conservancy, Cal 
Tech, Thacher School and two Boswell family charitable 
foundations.   
Boswell was born March 10, 1923 in Greensboro, Georgia, 
the son of William Whittier Boswell Sr. and Kate Hall Bos-
well.  He graduated the Thacher School in Ojai in 1941 and 
served in the South Pacific with the Army during World 
War II.  Boswell received his B.S. in economics from Stan-
ford University in 1946. 
He is survived by his wife, Barbara Wallace Boswell, 
daughters Jody Hall of Incline Village, Nev., and Lorraine 
Wilcox of Sun Valley, Idaho, and his son James Walter Bos-
well of La Canada Flintridge, and five grandchildren. 
ά²Ŝ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ 
this loss, but thankful for all Mr. Boswell did for this indus-
try.  Although quiet and never seeking recognition, he was 
an ever present and influential force in the growth and 
development of the cotton industry in California.  His con-
tributions are recognized and appreciated and his extraor-
ŘƛƴŀǊȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9ŀǊƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
and CEO of CCGGA. 
 
ARB Passes Low Carbon Fuel Standard 
On April 23rd the California Air Resources Board adopted 
the Low Carbon Fuel Standard.   The regulation was an 
Early Action Measure under the AB 32 Global Warming 
Solutions Act.  The measure will require providers, refin-
ers, importers and blenders to ensure that the fuels they 
provide for the California market meet an average declin-
ƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ΨŎŀǊōƻƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅΩΦ  The regulation will re-
quire a 10 percent reduction of GHG emissions from the 
lifecycle of transportation fuels by the year 2020.  It is ex-
pected that this will reduce GHG emissions by 16 million 
metric tons by year 2020.  Staff of the ARB estimated that 
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this regulation will not cost California consumers any 
more at the pump and they believe it could actually save 
up to 8 cents a gallon!  They also believe that the regula-
tion will create more than 3,000 new jobs for Californians 
and 25 new biofuel facilities could be built in mostly rural 
areas.   
 
USFW Decides Not to List Longfin Smelt 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service have 
made the decision not to list the long-
fin smelt under the Federal Endangered Species Act.  This 
is in contrast to the California Department of Fish and 
Game, which just recently listed the longfin smelt under 
the California Endangered Species Act.  The USFW based 
this decision primarily on its conclusion that the popula-
ǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŀǎ ŀ ά5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
{ŜƎƳŜƴǘέ ό5t{ύΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άƳŀǊƪŜŘƭȅ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘέ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎŦƛƴ 
populations along the Coast.   
 
California Lists Endosulfan as Toxic Air Contaminant  
The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has com-
pleted the rulemaking process, and endosulfan has been 
designated as a toxic air contaminant, effective April 24, 
2009.  Due to the substantial reduction in the use of en-

dosulfan, it is not anticipated that any further restric-
tions will be imposed on the use of endosulfan.  On a 
related note, the Air Resources Board has agreed to 
DPR's request to conduct air monitoring for diazinon 
and propyzamide, and develop a monitoring method 
for iodomethane during 2009. 
 
Producer Information Exchange (PIE) Program 
Bayer CropScience has agreed to sponsor the Cotton 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ όtL9ύ ǇǊƻπ
gram again this year.  5 California cotton growers will 
be invited to join several other growers from the West-
ern Region to tour and visit with growers in Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida during the week of August 16-21.  
Selection guidelines and eligibility requirements are:  
no past participants, no age limits, spouses cannot ac-
company participants, have  to be actively engaged in 
cotton production, agree to represent California pro-
ducer organization and NCC in professional manner, 
agree to spend approximately one week away from 
home, alcohol is strictly prohibited on buses and during 
tours before 5:00pm local time.  If you meet the qualifi-
cations and are interested you can contact Mike Brueg-
gemann, Western NCC representative at (559) 696-
6823 for more information and to obtain a program en-
rollment form. 
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