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their engines by July of next year even though the rule is
not finalized yet and probably won’t be until at least
January, giving area farmers less than six (6) months to
upgrade their irrigation pump engines. To help address
the situation, the Association attended a special meeting
in Blythe this past month with the Mojave Air District,
and growers from the area including California Cotton
Growers Association Board Member Jack Seiler. The
meeting resulted in an understanding that the District will
work with area growers to develop more workable rules
that are applicable to the area. The Association will be
taking a lead role in developing comments and sugges-
tions on how those regulations can be modified to ad-
dress grower concerns.

Delta Takes another Hit - NMFS Finalizes Critical Habitat
for the Green Sturgeon

The National Marine Fisheries w
Ser-vice has finalized its desig- T —"" p—
nation of critical habitat for the

southern population of the green sturgeon. The proposed
habitat runs from the Canadian border to Monterey Bay
and includes hundreds of square miles of Califor-nia riv-
ers, estuaries, and bays. Similar to salmon the green stur-
geon is anadromous, migrating to the ocean and then
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returning to freshwater to spawn. The only known
spawning areas remaining for the fish are the Sacramento
and Klamath Rivers in California and the Rogue River in
Oregon. The areas covered by this designation include
the spawning areas, along with por-tions of the coastal
waters and bays and estuaries that the migrating fish end
up inhabiting. The sturgeon was listed as threat-ened in
2006 in response to a peti-tion by the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity. NMFS proposed critical habitat in Septem-
ber of last year and has now finalized that proposal with
some changes. The final rule designates as critical habitat
fresh water spawning wa-ters in the Sacramento-San Joa-
quin Delta, the Yolo and Sutter bypasses, and the Lower
Feather and Yuba Riv-ers. Also designated was Monterey
Bay and coastal waters north to the Oregon border, and
portions of San Francisco, Suisun, San Pablo and Hum-
boldt Bays.

Memoriam

Karl M. Smith, an industry pioneer, supporter and good
friend passed away on October 29, 2009 at the age of 83.
Karl was the owner and operator of Karl M. Smith, Inc.
Corcoran Machine works and Diamond S Ranch. Our
Deepest sympathy, thoughts and prayers are extended to
the entire Smith family and employees.
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Roundup Ready® Flex Pima for California 2010
Monsanto and Dow AgroSciences LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Com-
pany has announced that the companies have
reached agreement on a stewardship plan
which will provide California cotton growers
access to a PhytoGen® Pima variety with the
Genuity Roundup Ready Flex trait for the 2010
growing season.

“Cotton farmers have told us that the Genuity
Roundup Ready Flex trait is a great value to
them,” said Tom Schaefer, Monsanto cotton
traits marketing lead. “A group of growers in
California asked us to pursue appropriate regu-
latory approvals of the Genuity Roundup Ready
Flex trait in Pima with international regulatory
agencies and we are actively engaged in that
process. In the meantime, because the industry
is aligned to contain the seed products at gin-
ning and throughout the value stream to limit
distribution, we can offer this as a proactive
step to support California growers and the cot-
ton industry while we await appropriate regu-
latory approvals.” A stewardship program was
needed because although Monsanto has initi-
ated submissions required to obtain all neces-
sary registrations, the company is awaiting cer-
tain approvals. With that in mind, Monsanto
and Dow AgroSciences have worked across in-
dustry groups to provide a stewardship plan to
contain the seed products at ginning and
throughout the value chain, and to limit distri-
bution of these products to the U.S., Canada,
and Mexico at this time. To take advantage of
this plan, PhytoGen Seed Company, in selling
Genuity Roundup Ready Flex Pima seed, will
limit sales to California growers who have
signed the required stewardship agreement.
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Dow AgroSciences has one Pima variety
(PhytoGen PHY 805 RF) with the Genuity
Roundup Ready Flex trait that it intends to of-
fer for sale under the stewardship program for
2010. "We are so pleased to be able to offer
this new Pima variety to California growers,”
said Duane Canfield, Market Specialist for Dow
AgroSciences. “The Genuity Roundup Ready
Flex trait in Pima will give California cotton
growers all of the weed control benefits in
Pima they have enjoyed in Acala.” The compa-
nies pointed to the cooperation of the Califor-
nia Cotton Growers and Ginners Association
and its member gins, the National Cotton
Council, and American Cotton Producers Asso-
ciation, as well as J.G. Boswell Company, as in-
strumental in the development of this agree-
ment.

Heat lliness Standard Still Not Resolved
Criticized by members of the Cal/OSHA Stan-
dards Board and unable to
pass a revised standard on
an emergency basis, Cali-
fornia's Division of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health
(DOSH) will convene a Nov.
16 advisory meeting to dis-
cuss its proposal to revise the state heat illness
standard. This latest action is a result of rec-
ommendations by members of the Standards
Board at their October 15" hearing. The en-
forcement arm of Cal/OSHA wants to revise
General Industry Safety Orders §3395 to re-
quire that employers have shade erected when
temperatures hit 85°F and establish "high-
heat" procedures at 95°F. Some industries say
that the revisions should just be targeted at
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agriculture, where they say non-compliance with heat ill-
ness prevention still is an issue. Meanwhile, agricultural
labor representatives and even one board member say that
shade should be triggered at much lower temperatures.
Responding to the criticisms of not having an advisory com-
mittee, DOSH Chief Len Welsh was quoted as saying "We'll
never get consensus." Overall, DOSH has reported much
higher compliance in agriculture this year, and there have
been no reported deaths this year.

Errotabere Ranches Honored

Errotabere Ranches of Riverdale has been named 2009 Ag
Business of the year by Baker Peterson & Franklin account-
ing firm. The family-run farm dates back to the 1920s. Dan
and brothers Jean and Remi took over the 800 acre opera-
tion and developed it into a diversified 6000 acre farming
operation today. The Errotaberes grow many different
crops, including cotton, almonds, pistachios, onions, garlic
and tomatoes. The brothers are involved in Riverdale
schools and Fresno State’s Jordan College of Agriculture as
well as a number of ag organizations and boards.

The award will be presented on November 18" at the
Fresno Chamber of Commerce’s Ag Awards Luncheon.
Congratulations to the Errotaberes!

EIR’s Underway for Irrigated Lands Program

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board is
undergoing a process to develop a Long-term Irrigated
Lands Regulatory Program. The current conditional waiver
for agriculture is set to expire in 2012 and the Board needs
to finalize a program and complete an Environmental Im-
pact Report before 2012. The CVRWQCB has developed 5
alternatives for implementing the Long-term Irrigated
Lands Regulatory Program. The alternatives were devel-
oped using input from a voluntary workgroup made up of
local government, industry, agricultural, and environmental
coalitions from the Central Valley. Staff developed the 5
alternatives from the various comments from each of the
workgroup participants. Staff believes that the 5 alterna-
tives present an appropriate range for the EIR
(environmental impact report). Once the EIR’s are com-
plete, staff will present their recommended action to the
board. The staff proposed alternative can be a mix of the
various components in each alternative. The California
Cotton Growers Association is a participant in an agricul-
ture stakeholder group that was heavily involved in the de-
velopment of Alternative 2. The basic components of Al-
ternative 2 leave the watershed coalitions as the entities to

conduct monitoring and management tracking plans. Al-
ternative 2 builds on the work that the coalitions are cur-
rently conducting through the2003 and 2006 conditional
waivers. Alternative 2 keeps growers from reporting indi-
vidual farm water quality plans and allows the watershed
coalitions to target the constituents of concern in their
particular areas versus a statewide management plan for
all constituents.

Both Alternatives 1 and 2 rely on the success of the wa-
tershed coalitions being able to implement the require-
ments of the program on behalf of the growers. In order
for them to be successful, they need to have near 100%
participation in their programs. The lack of participation
by some growers in the watershed coalitions has been a
key argument for environmentalists that the coalition ap-
proach does not work. We strongly urge all growers to
participate in their respective watershed coalitions!

An analysis of each of the proposed alternatives was pre-
pared by the Watershed Coalition News and published by
C.U.R.E.S. The analysis is provided as an insert in the
newsletter.

Date Program Milestone

August 20, 2009 Final Workgroup Meeting
Central Valley Water Board Information Item:

Fall 2009 Long-term Program Alternatives; Workgroup
process

Winter 2009/2010 P.ubllc meeting(s): Long-term Program Alterna-
tives and EIR development update

Spring 2010 Release Public Draft EIR and Recommended
Long-term Program

Spring 2010 Public meetings: Draft EIR and Recommended

Fall 2010 Release Proposed Final EIR and Recommended
Long-term Program

Winter 2010/2011 Central Valley Water Board Hearing(s): EIR and
Recommended Long-term Program

Spring 2011 Release Draft Implementation Mechanism(s) for
Long-term Program

Spring 2011 Public Meetings: Draft Implementation Mecha-

Summer 2011 Central Valley Water Board .Hearlng(s): I._ong—
term Program Implementation Mechanisms

AECA Weighs in on PG&E Dynamic Pricing Proposal
Throughout September, AECA ramped up involvement in
the proceeding at the California Public Utilities Commis-
sion (CPUC) that will determine how, and when, rate op-
tions may change for many PG&E electric customers.
PG&E has proposed that all agricultural customers with
demand greater than 200 kW (approximately 1,300 ac-
counts) will be placed on default dynamic pricing rates.
Dynamic pricing rates will charge very high energy

charged during peak periods when demand on the system
is greatest, usually during hot summer days. Every cus-
tomer that will be defaulted to this rate must be notified by
PG&E, and may elect to “opt out” back to normal time-of-
use (TOU) rates. PG&E has also proposed to move all exist-
ing non-time-of-use customers to TOU rates shortly after
the customer receives a new “Smart Meter”. Initial analy-
sis by PG&E suggests the vast majority of these 40,000+
agricultural customers will see significant rate savings as a
result of moving to TOU rates. All existing TOU customers
with demand less than 200 kW will not be affected by this
application. In testimony, AECA recommended that the
CPUC adopt a number of changes to PG&E’s proposal.

First, AECA demanded that all customers have adequate
access to meaningful data, easily available online, from
these new Smart Meters prior to any changes in their rate
status. It appears that PG&E originally envisioned that for
each account, the customer would be required to have a
separate log-in, which would make analyzing energy usage
a very time-consuming task for someone with even only a
few meters. Secondly, AECA requested much more robust
analysis from PG&E regarding the conversion of customers
from non-TOU rates to TOU. AECA remains optimistic that
in fact most customers will indeed see savings from this
conversion (agricultural non-TOU rates are the most expen-
sive rates offered by PG&E). However, we have requested
better analysis using the newly available Smart Meter data
before ordering any change in rates. Following the submit-
tal of this testimony, AECA also submitted a legal brief in
support of the Association’s position in this case. A final
decision is expected from the CPUC by the end of the year.
[Reprinted with permission from the September, 2009
AECA Monthly Management Report]

Tough Air Pollution Rules Spread to Palo Verde Valley
Responding to state legislation that has already hammered
the San Joaquin and Imperial Valleys, the Mojave Desert Air
Quality Management District is proposing stringent new
regulations fugitive dust, conservation management prac-
tices on the farm and diesel and natural gas fired irrigation
pump engines. According to the Mojave Air District, the
infamous SB700 (Florez) and a lesser known bill SB 656
(Sher) is forcing them to adopt regulations regarding fugi-
tive dust and conservation management practices on the
farm. The proposed regulations are almost identical to
those in the San Joaquin Valley, despite the fact that the
Palo Verde Valley area is in attainment or unclassified. The
draft engine regulations would require growers to replace

CLASSING AVERAGES - October 30, 2009

CA Bales Classed 2008 2009
Saw Upland 27,943 28,193
Roller Upland 22,161 22,421
Pima 47,255 51,935
Saw Upland 2008 2009
Mike Avg. 4.13 4.21
Color Grade % 21 + 51.8 61.3
Color Grade % 31 47.8 34.4
Color Grade % 41 0.3 3.6
Length Avg. 38.10 37.32
Strength Avg. 334 32.95
Uniformity Avg. 82.36 81.56
Leaf Distribution 1 5.2 3.5
Leaf Distribution 2 74.0 41.1
Leaf Distribution 3 20.5 48.7
Leaf Distribution 4 0.3 6.6
Extraneous Matter Bark - 0.2
Extraneous Matter Grass - 0.5
Roller Upland 2008 2009
Mike Avg. 4.18 4.53
Color Grade % 21 + 22.0 53.1
Color Grade % 31 78.0 40.7
Color Grade % 41 - 3.2
Length Avg. 39.0 39.25
Strength Avg. 34.25 34.13
Uniformity Avg. 83.4 83.43
Leaf Distribution 1 2.0 0.9
Leaf Distribution 2 83.0 80.4
Leaf Distribution 3 14.0 18.2
Leaf Distribution 4 - 0.5
Extraneous Matter Bark - 0.2
Extraneous Matter Grass - 0.3
Pima 2008 2009
Mike Avg. 4.06 4.08
Strength Avg. 41.73 41.83
Color Grade % 1's 8.4 43.1
Color Grade % 2's 90.4 51.5
Color Grade % 3's 11 4.6
Color Grade % 4's - 0.7
Leaf Distribution 1 29.0 9.8
Leaf Distribution 2 55.4 711
Leaf Distribution 3 16.6 18.2
Leaf Distribution 4 1.0 0.9
Length Avg. 47.50 47.40
Uniformity Index 85.49 85.67
Extraneous Matter Bark - 0.4
Extraneous Matter Grass - 0.8

No Sticky Cotton!

Cotton Up!




