
Final Urgent Reminder – No Sticky Cotton 
Reports continue to come in on some aphid 
ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜŦƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ 
proud of the great job done over the past sev-
eral years in addressing these problems in the 
field before they get to the gins and then pos-
sibly into the marketplace.   
CƻƭƪǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
the smallest acreage of cotton in California 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ нлΩǎ ŀƴŘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ 
will see a turnaround in 2010 based on all we 
are hearing today.  We have a reputation to 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŘƻƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
year on preventing any sticky cotton issues!  
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
years, to have this predicted turnaround 
spoiled by sticky cotton problems could spell 
άŘƻƻƳέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŀōƭŜ 
California cotton industry.  Spread the word.  
Cotton-Up ς do your part ς No Sticky Cotton! 

 

RR Flex Pima 
Talks are underway again to obtain approval for 
early release of a PhytoGen pima variety with 
RR Flex technology for 2010 planting.  Approval 
for release of this technology is still awaiting 
Japanese approval.  After recent meetings with 
Monsanto, the owner of the trait and Dow/
PhytoGen, owner of the seed variety regarding 
this possible early release, Earl Williams, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Cotton Growers and Gin-
ƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǇǘƛπ
mistic about the prospects and hopeful we 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΗέ  
Thanks for the National Cotton Council for their 
help in bringing the parties together. 
 
Farm Equipment Rule Development Begins 
Work is underway on the California Air Re-
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ wǳƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊǳƭŜ 
will require the replacement of tractors, har-
vesters and self-propelled diesel-fired mobile 
farm equipment, including front end loaders 
used at cotton gins and diesel-fired forklifts.  For 
now the work is focused on developing an accu-
rate emission inventory before deciding which 
equipment will be regulated and which equip-
ment will be replaced first.  The Association is 
working closely with staff to ensure that the 
emission inventory if based on factual informa-
tion.  The Association will continue work on the 
rule fighting to minimize the impact our mem-
bers and their equipment.  In addition, the Asso-
ciation is working with local air districts and the 
Air Resources Board to find incentive funding to 
help purchase new compliant equipment.  For 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
www.ccgga.org or call our office at (559)252-
0684. 
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Industry Calendar 
 

Sept 15 –  
Shafter Research Center  

– Field Day 
 

Sept 17 –  
Westside Research Cen-

ter  
Field Day – Five Points 

 
Sept 22 –  

Calcot Annual Meeting  
– Tempe, AZ 

 
Sept 23 –  

CCGA Ginner Board  
Meeting  – Fresno  

 
Sept 29 –  

PhytoGen Field Day  
– Dos Palos 

 
Oct 1 –  

Hazera Field Day  
– Dos Palos 

 
Oct 8 –  

PhytoGen Field Day  
– Tulare  
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Air Quality Workshops For Growers Coming – Attendance 
Strongly Encouraged! 
Inspections of farms for Conservation Management Prac-
tice (CMP) Plans, and fuel fired pump engines have been 
increasing in recent months.  Agriculture organizations 
throughout the San Joaquin Valley are joining together to 
provide this series of Agriculture AIR Quality workshops in 
an effort to help all ag producers meet the regulatory re-
quirements for complying with the engine requirements 
under Rule 4702 and District Permits.  CMP requirements 
and permitting requirements will also be covered.  This se-
ries of workshops is FREE and will provide valuable infor-
mation and assistance to any ag producer. Experts from 
NRCS, the Air District and ag organizations will be available 
to answer questions and assist you with this process.  
Please RSVP with the local County Farm Bureau or the Cali-
fornia Cotton Growers Association for the time and loca-
tion of the workshop you will be attending. Space may be 
limited in some locations so RSVP as soon as possible.  (See 
Announcement Flyer enclosed with this newsletter!) 
 
Reminder – Don’t Use Dyed Diesel Fuel in Cotton Module 
Movers 
In previous years, we have provided guidance to members 
that dyed diesel fuel is allowed for use in cotton module 
movers.  This has been supported by letters from CHP, BOE 
and fuel industry interpretations.  However, earlier this 
year we received word from the California Board of Equali-
zation (BOE) that clearly states that it is now illegal to use 
άŘȅŜŘ ŘƛŜǎŜƭέ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ  This 
announcement was made in the December, 2008 issue of 
the BOE Fuel Taxes Newsletter.  This is also clarified in an 
October 7, 2008 Fuel and Road Use Tax ς Agriculture Tax 
Tip memo from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  In that 
advisory, it clearly states that fuel use on a highway is a 
άǘŀȄŀōƭŜέ ǳǎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
farm.  With these latest notices in hand, we have no choice 
but to advise all module truck owners and drivers to only 
use clear diesel if there is any chance whatsoever that 
these vehicles will be on a public highway at any time.   
 
EPA Finalizes Greenhouse Gas Reporting System  
Monitoring to begin in 2010  
WASHINGTON ς On January 1, 2010, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency will, for the first time, require 
large emitters of heat-trapping emissions to begin collect-
ing greenhouse gas (GHG) data under a new reporting sys-
tem. This new program will cover approximately 85 percent 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ DID ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ 
10,000 facilities.  
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƪƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9t! !ŘƳƛƴƛǎπ
trator Lisa P. Jackson.  άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ Ŏƻƭπ
lecting data from the largest facilities in this country, 
ones that account for approximately 85 percent of the 
total U.S. emissions.  The American public, and industry 
itself, will finally gain critically important knowledge and 
with this information we can determine how best to re-
ŘǳŎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ  
9t!Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ a better under-
standing of where GHGs are coming from and will guide 
development of the best possible policies and programs 
to reduce emissions. The data will also allow businesses 
to track their own emissions, compare them to similar 
facilities, and provide assistance in identifying cost effec-
tive ways to reduce emissions in the future. This compre-
hensive, nationwide emissions data will help in the fight 
against climate change.  
Greenhouse gases, like carbon dioxide, are produced by 
burning fossil fuels and through industrial and biological 
processes. Fossil fuel and industrial GHG suppliers, motor 
vehicle and engine manufacturers, and facilities that emit 
25,000 metric tons or more of CO2 equivalent per year 
will be required to report GHG emissions data to EPA an-
nually. This threshold is equivalent to about the annual 
GHG emissions from 4,600 passenger vehicles.  
The first annual reports for the largest emitting facilities, 
covering calendar year 2010, will be submitted to EPA in 
2011. Vehicle and engine manufacturers outside of the 
light-duty sector will begin phasing in GHG reporting with 
model year 2011. Some source categories included in the 
proposed rule are still under review.  
More information on the new reporting system and re-
porting requirements: http://www.epa.gov/
climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html 
 
Cotton Gin Safety Booklets and Tailgate Topics 
Do you need your safety training materials for the up-
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚ  .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
at www.ccgga.org or call our office at (559)252-0684 for 
all of you safety training material needs, including the 
CCGA Cotton Gin Safety Booklets and the NCGA Cotton 
Gin Safety Lesson Plans (Tailgate Topic Sheets).  The 
booklets are the small orange booklets used at the begin-
ning of the season to cover general cotton gin safety and 
include a training documentation sheet at the end of the 

No Sticky Cotton! 

The Cotton Chronicle—Page 2 

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html
http://www.ccgga.org/


booklet.  The safety lesson plans are one page tailgate top-
ics and can be torn out and copied.  These come in English 
and Spanish and are free!  In addition to these important 
materials, the Association also has the posters on Eye Pro-
tection and Electrical Safety, as well all of the five NCGA 
Cotton Gin Safety Training Videos.   
 
Mojave AQMD Attempts to Adopt Tough Rules on  
Agriculture 
Citing the passage of state legislation in recent years, the 
Mojave Air Quality Management District is proposing to 
adopt several far reaching rules to regulate agriculture.  
The state legislations (SB700 and SB656) were passed a few 
years ago and eliminated the exemption for agriculture and 
required air districts to review and adopt regulations to re-
duce emissions of PM.  Proposed Rule 403.3 applies to off-
field sources of particulate matter from all agricultural op-
erations whereas proposed Rule 1186 applies to both on 
and off field sources of particulate from particular sizes and 
types of agricultural operations. These rules are comple-
mentary and do not overlap or conflict. A Best Manage-
ment Practice (BMP) plan may be required depending on 
the size of the agricultural operation. Rule 1160 will require 
the replacement of fuel fired irrigation pump engines.  Mo-
jave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD) 
permits may be required depending on the amount of air 
pollution an agricultural operation generates.  The Associa-
tion will be meeting with Air District staff and growers from 
the Palo Verde Valley later in October to discuss the rules.  
The Association is convinced the Mojave AQMD is going 
way overboard especially for the Palo Verde Valley that is 
in attainment.   

ARB Passes Fee Regulation – Your Fuel and Utility Costs 
to Rise! 
The California Air Resources Board passed the AB 32 Cost 
of Implementation Regulation on September 25th.  The 
fee will be assessed on the consumption of natural gas, 
diesel and gasoline, as well as, coal combustion, petro-
leum coke, refineries, cement manufacturers and in-state 
and out-of-state electricity.  ARB is required by AB 32 to 
create a fee to fund their efforts in implementing the pro-
gram.  The fee will be adjusted on a yearly basis to ac-
count for the change in program needs.  Below is the lat-
est staff estimate of the cost of the fee regulation. 
 

Heat Illness Regulation Moving Indoors? 
AB 838 (Swanson) has passed out of the legislature and 
ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ ŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
Cal/OSHA to adopt a regulation requiring employers to 
address heat illness for employees who work indoors.  
Workers inside gins during the summer repairing and in-
stalling equipment would be subject to the potential new 
regulation.  The bill has sailed through the legislature 
with votes falling along party lines.  The Association is in 
opposition to the legislation.   
 
Biodiesel Mandate in Oregon Now 
Oregon's 2 percent biodiesel (B2) requirement went into 
effect on August 5, making it the third state to have a bio-
diesel mandate. Oregon's biodiesel production capacity 
has reached five million gallons, which triggered the re-
quirement.  Established as part of renewable energy leg-
islation passed in 2007, nine counties in northwest Ore-

Cotton Up! 

The Cotton Chronicle—Page 3 

Product Cost/Unit 

($) 

Est.  

Emissions 

MMTCO2E 

Est.  

Fee 

(Million) 

% 

Share 

of Cost 

Electricity $0.085/

MWh 

83.8 $13.2 20.9% 

Diesel $0.0016/

gallon 

41.7 $6.6 10.5% 

Gasoline $0.0014/

gallon 

136.6 $21.6 34.2% 

Natural Gas $0.00084

/Therm 

92.6 $14.6 23.1% 
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gon will lead the adoption on August 5. The rest of the 
state will join by October 1.  Minnesota was the first state 
to enact a B2 requirement. In May, it was increased to 
B5. Washington State currently has a B2 requirement in 
place. Massachusetts will require diesel and home heat-
ing oil sold in the state to contain 2 percent biodiesel 
starting July 1, 2010. Pennsylvania also has a B2 require-
ment on the books, scheduled to be implemented Janu-
ary 1, 2010.    
 
OSHA Proposes to Revise HazCom Standard 
Federal OSHA is proposing to modify its existing Hazard 
Communication Standard (HCS) to conform with the 
United Nations' (UN) Globally Harmonized System of 
Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS).  OSHA has 
made a preliminary determination that the proposed 
modifications will improve the quality and consistency of 
information provided to employers and employees re-
garding chemical hazards and associated protective 
measures. The agency anticipates this improved informa-
tion will enhance the effectiveness of the HCS in ensuring 
that employees are apprised of the chemical hazards to 
which they may be exposed, and in reducing the inci-
dence of chemical-related occupational illnesses and inju-
ries. 

The proposed modifications to the standard include: 

¶ Revised criteria for classification of chemical hazards; 

¶ Revised labeling provisions that include requirements 
for use of standardized signal words, pictograms, hazard 
statements, and precautionary statements; 

¶ A specified format for safety data sheets; and 
Related revisions to definitions of terms used in the stan-
dard, requirements for employee training on labels and 
safety data sheets. 
 
Cottonseed Pile Safety Signs 
As everyone gears up for this ginning season, now is a 
great time to replace any of those missing or worn out 
cottonseed pile safety signs.  A reminder of how danger-
ous piles of material can be is the death in 2006 of an em-
ployee in the San Joaquin Valley who was buried under a 
pile of corn while helping move corn out of a silo, which 
had become adhered to the side of the silo due to mois-
ture.  These signs are made of aluminum and are approxi-
ƳŀǘŜƭȅ мнέ ōȅ муέ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ 
bright orange background.  The signs are $6.60 and can 
be ordered through our website at www.ccgga.org or by 
calling our office at (559)252-0684. 
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