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Pierucci Named “High Cotton” Winner 
Allen Pierucci, a third generation farmer from 

Buttonwil-
low, CA was 
named 
2010 High 
Cotton 
Award win-
ner for the 
Western 
cotton 
growing 
states at 
the recent 
Beltwide 
Cotton Con-
ference in 
New Or-

leans.  Started many years ago by the publish-
ers of Farm Press, 4 winners from the 4 grow-
ing regions throughout the United States are 
named each year for the prestigious award.  
The award presented by Harry Cline of Western 
CŀǊƳ tǊŜǎǎΦ  ά²Ŝ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ !ƭƭŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
outstanding achievement and upholding the 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΩ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 
good farmers and good stewards of the land 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέΣ ǎŀƛŘ 9ŀǊƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
and CEO of the California Cotton Growers and 
Ginners Associations.  Pictured here are Allen, 
wife Lori and son Seth. 
 
OSHA 300A Summary Form 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of the three-month time period 
when every employer must post a summary of 
recordable injuries from their previous year's 
OSHA 300 log from February 1 through April 

30.  
Employers are only required to post the OSHA 
300A summary form, not the entire OSHA 300 
log. The OSHA 300 log contains confidential in-
formation which should not be posted. The 
OSHA 300A summary must be displayed in a 
common area wherever notices to employees 
are usually posted.  
 
Agricultural Industry and Research Community 
Challenges EPA 
Members of the USDA NRCS Agricultural Air 
Quality Task Force (AAQTF) including the Na-
ǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǘǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Bill Norman and Califor-
ƴƛŀ /ƻǘǘƻƴ DƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Roger Isom traveled to Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina this past month to meet with 
EPA scientists to discuss concerns with 
άƻǾŜǊǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ taмл ŀƴŘ taнΦр ǳǎƛƴƎ 9t!Ωǎ 
Federal Reference Method (FRM) samplers.  The 
high level meeting was a culmination of several 
meetings and whitepapers from the AAQTF over 
the past four years.  The concerns with the per-
ŎŜƛǾŜŘ άƻǾŜǊǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎέ ŎŀƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǊŜπ
search results for the past several years compar-
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Important Reminder – Agricultural Equipment Surveys 
This is a reminder to complete your agricultural equip-
ment surveys and return 
them to the Association.  
These surveys need to be 
submitted to our office by 
February 15th.  This infor-
mation will be used to en-
sure the emission inven-
tory used by the California 
Air Resources Board is as 
accurate as possible and 
truly reflects what is out 
there in the field today.  Without this information, CARB 
will be forced to use their own assumptions, and we 
could be faced with a regulation that will be tougher than 
necessary.  If you have any questions regarding this sur-
vey, please feel free to contact Roger Isom or Casey 
Creamer at our office at 559-252-0684.  For a copy of the 
survey forms, please visit our website at www.ccgga.org.   
 

Truck Registration Deadline Looms 
Registration of diesel trucks used in agricultural opera-
ǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ !w.Ωǎ hƴ-Road Heavy Duty Diesel 
Regulation (aka Truck Rule) is due on March 31st.  We 
urge all truck owners to complete the necessary forms 
and submit them as soon as possible.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Casey Creamer or Roger Isom 
of our office at (559)252-0684. 
 
PhytoGen Variety Seminars 
PhytoGen Cottonseed will be hosting three grower meet-
ings in February.   
The first will be held on Thursday, February 18th at Wool 
Growers Restaurant in Bakersfield.  On Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24th the meeting will be held at Espanas Restaurant 
in Los Banos.  The last seminar will be held on Thursday, 
February 25th at the Heritage Complex in Tulare.  All 
three meetings will start at 10:30 a.m.   
 

Industry Calendar 
 
 

Feb 15 –  
President’s Day –  

Office Closed 
 

Feb 18 –  
PhytoGen Grower Mtg –  

Woolgrowers—
Bakersfield, CA 

 

Feb 23 –  
CA Cotton Ginners  

Annual Membership and 
Board Mtg –  

Fresno 
 

Feb 24 –  
PhytoGen Grower Mtg –  

Espanas—Los Banos 
 

Feb 25 –  
PhytoGen Grower Mtg –  

Heritage Complex—
Tulare 

 

Mar 18 –  
CA Cotton Growers 

Board and Annual Mtg –  
Harris Ranch 

February 2010 

Reminder — Post OSHA 300A Summary Form 

http://www.ccgga.org/


 
 Use of organophosphate and carbamate pesticides 
- most of which are older compounds of high regulatory 
concern because of their toxicity and detection in surface 
water - continued to decline. In 2008, their use dropped 
by 720,000 pounds and 590,000 acres treated, or 12 per-
cent. 
 
 Use of chemicals classified as reproductive toxins 
declined by 1.7 million pounds and 182,000 acres treated, 
or 10 percent. 
 
 Use of chemicals classified as probable or known 
carcinogens declined by 1.7 million pounds and 600,000 
acres treated, or 7 percent and 17 percent, respectively. 
 
 Use of chemicals classified as toxic air contami-
nants, another category of regulatory concern, declined 
by 50,000 pounds and 370,000 acres treated, or 0.13 per-
cent and 12 percent, respectively. 
 
 Use of most chemicals classified as groundwater 
contaminants declined by 270,000 pounds and 300,000 
acres treated, or 17 percent and 25 percent, respectively. 
 
Ginners Election Results 
Five directors to the CA Cotton Ginners board were re-
cently elected to 3 year terms.  Directors being re-elected 
were;  Mark Boyes, County Line Gin; Wayne Gilbert 
(chairman), Broadview Coop; Ron Nimmo, Westhaven Cot-
ton Company; and Kirk Gilkey, Cross Creek Ginning Com-
pany.  Newly elected director is Guy Schwarz of South Val-
ley Gins.  19 ballots were cast from an eligible voter list of 
23. 
 
Grower Election Results 
Qualified petitions for Growers board positions were filed 
and accepted for Fresno and Merced Counties.  Fresno 
County had 5 director positions up for election.  Refiled pe-
titions were current directors: Mark McKean (chairman), 
Andrew Clark and Vince Marshall.  Gary Martin also filed 
and will be seated at March Meeting.  In Merced County, 2 
petitions were filed for 2 seats there.  Re-filing to serve 
again were Robert McDonald and Cannon Michael.  No 
petitions were received to fill the 1 seat in Madera County 
at this time. 
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Cotton Up! 

ing EPA FRM samplers with other samplers.  The ag indus-
ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
perform as they are supposed to when measuring large 
particulates and heavy loading.  The major cotton gin PM 
Sampling Project currently underway across the county is 
intended in part to help provide additional data to be used 
as part of this process.  In that particular project seven cot-
ton gins across the country are being tested to determine 
the actual PM2.5 emissions coming from cotton gins.  The 
meeting resulted in EPA working with USDA ARS and Texas 
A&M in a joint sampler comparison study.   
 
Combustible Dust?  In a cotton gin? 
In October of this past year, Federal OSHA took up the is-
sue of a combustible dust hazards in the workplace.  The 
term "combustible dust" includes all combustible particu-
late solids of any size, shape, or chemical composition that 
could present a fire or deflagration hazard when suspended 
in air or other oxidizing medium. OSHA plans to use the in-
formation received in response to this notice in developing 
a proposed standard for combustible dust.  The hazards of 
combustible dust encompass a wide array of materials, in-
dustries, and processes.  Any combustible material can 
burn rapidly when in a finely divided form.  Five elements 
are needed for a combustible dust explosion to occur.  The 
first three elements are those necessary for a fire: Fuel, 
heat, and an oxidizer.  These three elements form the "fire 
triangle," in which combustible dust is the fuel, heat is pro-
vided by any source of ignition, and oxygen is present in air 
and in oxidizers.  The fourth element is dispersal of dust 
into a cloud of the proper concentration.  These four condi-
tions are necessary for a deflagration, which is violent com-
bustion accompanied by a pressure wave.  The combustion 
is rapid, but propagates at a speed less than the speed of 
sound.  A fifth element, confinement, is necessary for an 
explosion.  Confinement can be any enclosure--including, 
but not limited to, a building, room, duct, or processing and 
storage equipment.  An explosion occurs when the pres-
sure developed by a deflagration bursts or ruptures the en-
closure.  Together, these five elements (fuel, heat, an oxi-
dizer, dispersion and confinement) are known as the "dust 
explosion pentagon."  The minimum explosible concentra-
tion is the lowest concentration of combustible dust sus-
pended in air that will support a deflagration.   
Now why is the cotton ginning industry concerned?  Be-
cause Federal OSHA in their Advanced Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (ANPR) specifically noted that one cotton gin 
ƘŀŘ ŀ άŎƻƳōǳǎǘƛōƭŜ Řǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфулΦ  Lƴ 

doing some research, we found out that the gin was actu-
ally one from California, and it was actually a fire in the 
lint flue and not a combustible dust incident as defined.  
With the tremendous assistance of Kelley Green of the 
Texas Cotton Ginners Association, the National Cotton 
Council and the National Cotton Ginners Association 
weighed in on this important issue and submitted lengthy 
comments detailing why cotton gins should not be in-
cluded.  Much of the basis for these comments was based 
on actual testing of cotton gin dust at Texas A&M, includ-
ing some dust obtained from a gin in California this past 
season.  The California Cotton Ginners Association ob-
tained the samples and sent them off to Kelley where 
they were then forwarded to Texas A&M for the combus-
tibility studies along with samples from a cotton gin in 
Texas.  This testing clearly demonstrated that dust found 
in a cotton gin contained too much inorganic material to 
be combustible.  The comments from NCC and the NCGA 
have attracted national attention, including being quoted 
in the Cal/OSHA Reporter.  It is due to the work at Texas 
A&M and the submittal of these comments that cotton 
gins will hopefully be taken out of this regulation.  If so, it 
would speak volumes to the importance of the National 
Cotton Council and the National Cotton Ginners Associa-
tion as they help us to fight the never ending battles at 
the National level.   
 
DPR Reports Pesticide Use Declined Again In 2008 
According to the California Department of Pesticide Regu-
lation (DPR), pesticide use declined in California for a 
third consecutive year in 2008.  Approximately 162 mil-
lion pounds of reported pesticides were applied state-
wide, a decrease of nearly 10 million pounds - or 6 per-
cent - from 2007.  Insecticide use dropped by pounds ap-
plied, but grew slightly by acres treated, a change DPR 
scientists said reflected more growers shifting from broad
-based insecticides to newer products more specific to 
the pest and less toxic to people and the environment.  
Sulfur was again the most highly used pesticide in 2008 
both in pounds applied and acres treated.  By pounds, 
sulfur accounted for 25 percent of all reported pesticide 
use.  Its use decreased by 5.7 million pounds - or 12 per-
cent - from 2007 to 2008 and accounted for most of the 
reduction in reported pesticides.  The data showed a de-
crease in pounds applied to wine grapes, table and raisin 
grapes, cotton, lumber and oranges.  Additional high-
lights from the report comparing 2007 and 2008 data 
points out: 

No Sticky Cotton! 
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CLASSING AVERAGES - January 21, 2010 

Bales Classed 2008 2009 

CA Saw Upland 207,913 155,277 

CA Roller Upland 159,384 84,772 

Pima CA 404,566 All 376,537 

CA Saw Upland 2008 2009 

Mike Avg. 3.99 4.26 

Color Grade % 21 + 69.5 37.2 

Color Grade % 31 27.9 47.7 

Color Grade % 41 1.8 12.4 

Length Avg. 37.21 37.24 

Strength Avg. 32.67 32.61 

Uniformity Avg. 81.58 81.45 

Leaf Distribution 1 5.3 3.5 

Leaf Distribution 2 61.5 40.8 

Leaf Distribution 3 29.5 48.6 

Leaf Distribution 4 2.9 5.9 

CA Roller Upland 2008 2009 

Mike Avg. 4.26 4.53 

Color Grade % 21 + 36.0 40.0 

Color Grade % 31 60.2 48.0 

Color Grade % 41 1.09 6.5 

Length Avg. 39.45 39.21 

Strength Avg. 34.52 33.90 

Uniformity Avg. 83.73 83.50 

Leaf Distribution 1 0.7 0.7 

Leaf Distribution 2 57.7 67.7 

Leaf Distribution 3 39.3 30.7 

Leaf Distribution 4 2.1 0.8 

All Pima 2008 2009 

Mike Avg. 3.99 3.99 

Strength Avg. 41.64 41.24 

Color Grade % 1's 10.9 27.6 

Color Grade % 2's 84.1 56.6 

Color Grade % 3's 4.3 13.5 

Color Grade % 4's 0.4 2.0 

Leaf Distribution 1 25.5 10.6 

Leaf Distribution 2 62.9 57.1 

Leaf Distribution 3 10.5 27.4 

Leaf Distribution 4 1.1 4.2 

Length Avg. 47.50 47.50 

Uniformity Index 85.58 85.54 


