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Gilkey to Head National Ginners 
Kirk Gilkey of Corcoran, CA was named Presi-
dent of the Na-
tional Cotton Gin-
ners Association 
at that organiza-
tion’s annual 
meeting in Mem-
phis, TN recently.  
As the leader of 
the National Cot-
ton Ginners for 
the next year, 
Gilkey will be at-
tending all of the 
other regional and 
state ginning organizations meetings through-
out the year as well as serving on the National 
Cotton Council’s board of directors. 
Kirk is a long time director of the California Cot-
ton Ginners Association where he served as 
Chairman in 1996.  He was named California’s 
“Ginner of the Year” in 2000. 
He is manager and partner of Cross Creek Gin-
ning Company a modern saw/roller combo gin 
in Corcoran, CA.  He is also a partner with other 
family members in Gilkey Farms, a large diversi-
fied farming operation in the Corcoran area. 
We congratulate Kirk on this recognition and 
leadership and thank him for his dedication and 
distinguished service to the cotton industry. 
 
2010 Safety School & Managerial Seminar 
The California Cotton Ginners Association will 
be co-sponsoring the 2010 Safety School with 
the Western Agricultural Processors Associa-
tion on Wednesday, April 7th at Kings Fair-
grounds in Hanford.  Topics for this year’s 

Safety Session will be Auger Safety, Fall Protec-
tion, Hazard Communication, Heat Illness Pre-
vention and the Safety Contest.  In the Manag-
ers Seminar, topics covered will be Confined 
Spaces, Injury Trend Analysis, and Hot Topics in 
Labor Law.  The day begins with registration at 
7:15 with the first classes starting at 8:00 
am.  The day convenes at 3:30 p.m. with door 
prizes and the announcement of the Safety Con-
test winner.  Cost for the event is $70 per per-
son and includes a catered lunch.  This is also a 
great venue for our Associate members to 
showcase products and meet with the cotton 
ginning industry.  Please look for registration 
materials in the mail soon.  For more informa-
tion contact Casey Creamer at (559) 255-0684 
or at casey@ccgga.org.    
 
Biological Opinions – The Fight is Just Getting 
Started! 
Growing cotton in California, you’ve heard and 
felt the full impact of the biological opinions on 
delta smelt and salmon on the water coming 
from the delta.  Now you need to get prepared 
for more biological opinions from the National 
Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) or the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (for the freshwater and 
terrestrial species) that may have an even 
greater impact.  Can there be such a thing?  
Maybe.  The initial EPA proposal to address the 
Salmon BiOp for three organophosphate pesti-
cides (chlorpyrifos, diazinon and malathion), the 
first three active ingredients of 37 ordered to 
consultation based on that lawsuit, is intending 
to impose spray buffer zones ranging from 100 
to 1000 feet using a sliding scale for air and 
ground applications based on application rate, 
droplet size and water body geometry.  The pro-
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Industry Calendar 
 
 

 

March 18 –  
CA Cotton Growers 

Board and Annual Mtg –  
Harris Ranch 

 
March 22-24—  

Western Cotton Ship-
pers Annual Meeting— 

Sonoma, CA 
 

April 2—  
Good Friday— 
Offices Closed 

 
April 7–  

Safety School &  
Managerial Seminar— 

Kings Fair 
 

June 1-4—  
CCGA Ginners Industry 

Meeting— 
Shell Beach 
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Registration and Coffee at 9:00am  

Program Starts at 9:30am 

Please plan to attend!  

There will be Association reports together with  

important industry issues discussions and updates. 

A sponsored luncheon for all guests will follow  

program.  

See you at Harris Ranch on March 18th.  

Cotton-Up! 

Thursday, March 18, 2010  

9:30am  

Harris Ranch 

mailto:casey@ccgga.org


able for activities that reduce wind erosion from cropland 
fallowed due to lack of water, helping to stretch limited 
irrigation water supplies, improving survival of orchards, 
and protecting rangeland plant communities.  Eligible prac-
tices include Funding for this initiative is provided through 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  The 
highest priority EQIP applications that provide the greatest 
environmental benefit will be ranked highest in awarding 
funding through an evaluation process.  Payments are lim-
ited to 50% of the estimated average cost of applying the 
practice.  Participants must first obtain NRCS contract ap-
proval prior to the purchase and installation/application of 
a practice.  Any system or practice installed/applied prior to 
contracted execution is not eligible unless the applicant has 
been granted a waiver of this requirement by the NRCS 
State Conservationist.  All payments are made after work is 
complete, project costs have been incurred and docu-
mented, and all certifications are complete as required by 
the contract.  Applicants can apply to the NRCS State Con-
servationist for a waiver of the prior approval requirement.  
Waivers will be evaluated on a case by case basis.  The eli-
gible counties include San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, 
Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, and Kern.  To be eligible for 
EQIP a complete application must be submitted to the local 
NRCS office by close-of-business (COB) April 9th, 2010.  The 
following table lists the EQIP Drought Response conserva-
tion practices approved for payment in California.  
 
Gallian Joins Langston Companies, Inc. 
Niki Gallian, daughter of longtime cotton ginning industry 
leader Larry Gallian has joined Langston Companies, Inc. as 
a sales representative.  Niki will be headquartered in the 
Tulare office.  We welcome another Gallian to the industry! 
 
In Memoriam – Bob Bowman 
Industry pioneer and longtime industry leader Bob Bow-
man passed away on February 15th.   
Bob was born August 22, 1924 in Whittier.  His parents 
moved to Buttonwillow in 1929 and later expanded from 
Kern County to Tulare County.  He had retired to Visalia 
several years ago.  He is survived by his wife Gloria of 57 
years and six daughters and their extensive families. 
Bob was a past director of the California Cotton Growers 
Association and many other industry organizations.  He was 
very active in FFA and was California’s first ever national 
president.  He attended Cal Poly and was student body 
president there. 
Private services were held.  In lieu of flowers the family 
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posal, announced by EPA in September, 2009, would elimi-
nate vegetative filter strips (could host endangered or 
threatened species) in favor of a minimum 100 foot buffer, 
and apply to every ditch, canal, furrow and temporary 
stream.  Now a new legal threat from the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity (CBD) could cover as many as 887 separate 
species affecting some 400 active ingredients, essentially 
almost every chemical we use.  CBD claims that EPA has 
violated the Endangered Species Act by failing to consult 
with wildlife regulatory agencies about the impacts of pes-
ticides on more than 800 protected species that are threat-
ened by pesticide use.  The letter notifying the EPA of the 
Center's intent to sue names 887 endangered and threat-
ened species that may be hurt by pesticides - species such 
as the Florida panther, coho salmon, California condor, Ev-
erglade snail kite, northern Aplomado falcon, mountain yel-
low-legged frog, California tiger salamander, arroyo toad, 
Indiana bat, and green sturgeon.   In an effort to combat 
this far reaching action, the Association has joined forces 
with several agricultural organizations to form a coalition 
to combat this at the congressional and possibly legal lev-
els.  Stay tuned for future developments and important ac-
tion items in the months to come! 

Just How Far will ARB Go? 
Think ag or industry in general is having a tough time with 
ARB right now with the truck rule, and the impending farm 
equipment rule?  Have you seen the “AXE” commercial 
where the girls are all over the guy wearing AXE deodorant 
spray?  Well turns out that may not be legal!  The Air Re-

sources Board has an­nounced that it has settled with the 
manufacturer of the deodorant body spray for $1.3 mil-
lion over allega­tions that the product failed to comply 
with VOC limits contained in the Board’s consumer prod-
ucts regulation. The fine was assessed to Conopco, Inc.; 
the parent of Unilever U.S.A., a manufacturer and dis-
tributor of personal care products, including AXE Deodor-
ant Spray, which sold more than 2.8 million units of AXE 
Deodorant Bodyspray for men that exceeded VOC limits 
for that product category under the consumer products 
rule.  
 
DPR Proposing to Regulate Surface Water Impacts from 
Pesticides 
Despite jurisdictional concerns with Regional water qual-
ity control boards, the California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation is laying the ground work and considering 
regulatory concepts to protect surface water from the 
potential adverse effects of about 70 pesticides.  DPR is 
stating that some of the regional boards and watershed 
coalitions have asked them to consider adopting regula-
tions as they are forced to address pesticide impacts.  In a 
workshop held this past February, DPR indicates that dis-
cussions on the concepts should be complete by June of 
this year, and a draft rulemaking package could be 
drafted and noticed by the end of 2010.  Almonds, rice, 
alfalfa, grapes, oranges, walnuts, cotton, corn, pistachio 
and lettuce are the top 10 commodities in terms of the 
highest use of pesticides of concern.  Pesticides used on 
cotton that made the list include Aldicarb (Temik), chlor-
pyrifos (Lorsban), cyfluthrin (Baythroid), dicofol 
(Kelthane), diuron (Ginstar), endosulfan (Thiodan), gly-
phosate (Roundup), oxyfluorfen (Goal), tribufos (Def/
Folex) among others.  Potential mitigation strategies be-
ing looked at by DPR include a 25 foot to 100 foot buffer 
for ground applications, and a 150 foot buffer for aerial 
applications.  Also being looked at is a strategy holding 
rain or irrigation runoff for 72 hours.  Keep tuned for 
more information as this regulation is developed. 
 
USDA NRCS to Provide Financial Assistance through the 
Special Drought Initiative 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
is providing financial and technical assistance to agricul-
tural producers to address water conservation needs on 
their farms and ranches in areas of extended severe and/
or extreme drought, and those areas with irrigation water 
delivery reductions due to drought.  Assistance is avail-

No Sticky Cotton! 
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asked that any contributions be made to:  California FFA 
Foundation, PO Box 834, Elk Grove, CA  95759 OR College 
of Agriculture CA Poly University, San Luis Obispo, CA  
93407. 
 
Ginners Industry Meeting Headed to Pismo 
The Ginners Annual Industry Meeting is switching loca-
tions from Morro Bay to the Shore Cliff Lodge in Shell 
Beach.  The meeting will begin on Tuesday, June 1st with a 
welcome reception followed by the golf tournament on 
Wednesday at Avila Beach Golf Resort.  The board meet-
ing, Industry meeting, and Dinner will be held on Thurs-
day, June 3rd.  Please mark your calendars and plan on 
attending this fun and informative event at our beautiful 
new location.  We look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
ARB Withdraws Approval of GHG Offsets 
The California Air Resources Board withdrew their ap-
proval of 3 greenhouse gas offset protocols at their re-
cent board hearing.  The Board said that the move was 
necessary as they move towards the Cap-and-Trade pro-
gram and offsets that will be used to satisfy the require-
ments of that program.  The withdrawal was also related 
to the fact that the Center for Biological Diversity sent a 
letter to ARB threatening a lawsuit over the Forestry pro-
tocol.  ARB Chairwoman Mary Nichols stated in the meet-
ing that protocols developed to be used as compliance 
mechanisms for the Cap-and-Trade program will have to 
undergo CEQA analysis and will also need to have addi-
tional monitoring and reporting.  This move does not 
bode well for agriculture as one of the main hurdles in 
the offset program is the fact monitoring and reporting 
can be expensive at the farm level.  In addition, the prac-
tice that you are implementing must be above and be-
yond what you are already doing. 
 
New Associate Members 
We’d like to welcome the following new members to our 
Associate membership families. 
 

Ginners Association: 
Penny-Newman Grain Co. 
Q-Cells International USA Corp. 
Waste Management 
 
Growers Association: 
General Petroleum 

Lawsuit (Yr) Scope Actives 

Pacific salmon (2001) 26 spp. in CA, ID, 
OR, WA 

54 

Atrazine (2003) 21 spp. 1 

Barton Spr. salamander (2005) 1 sp. 6 

CA Red-Legged Frog (2006) 1 sp. 66 

Goby 11 (2007) 11 spp. 46 

Polar Bear (2009) 1 sp. 8 

Mega-suit (2010?) 887 spp. 400 


