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Newsletter of the California Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations 

Cotton Growers Annual Meeting 
¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻǘǘƻƴ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
2010 annual meeting was held at Harris Ranch 
on March 18th.  Speakers included, Jess Curlee, 
President of Supima, CCGA Vice President Casey 
Creamer, CCGA Executive Vice President Roger 
Isom and Association President and CEO Earl 
Williams.  The challenges facing business in gen-
eral and our cotton industry in California are 
ƳŀƴȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ 
comeback in 2010.  Acres are predicted to be in 
the 300,000 acre range for 2010 up from 
190,000 in 2009.  The Association remains on a 
strong foundation financially even through the 
recent tough times.  Officers for 2010 are;  Mark 
McKean of Riverdale, Chairman; Cannon Mi-
chael of Los Banos, 1st Vice Chairman; Steve 
Wilbur of Tulare, 2nd Vice Chairman and newly 
elected George Wurzel of Corcoran, Secretary-
Treasurer. 

 

Isom Named President of AECA 
CCGGA Executive Vice President and Western 
Agricultural Processors Association (WAPA) 

President/CEO Roger Isom has been voted in as 
President of the Ag Energy Consumers Associa-
tion (AECA).  AECA is a coalition of agricultural 
producers and related industry associations that 
works to ensure fair treatment of agriculture in 
California's energy markets.  AECA was formed in 
1991 in response to rapidly escalating energy 
rates.  It had become apparent to several San 
Joaquin Valley producers that agriculture had 
been significantly underrepresented in the Legis-
lature and in the California Public Utilities Com-
mission, and these set out to give farmers a voice 
in energy policy.   AECA has been extremely suc-
cessful in recent years fighting the major utilities 
on electricity rates for farms and processors.  
Isom is only the fifth President of AECA succeed-
ing Jeff Fabbri, Jim Crettol, Bill Phillimore, and 
most recently Harry Starkey of the Berenda-
Mesa Water District.   
 
WCSA ς Annual Meeting Report 
The 87th annual meeting of the Western Cotton 
{ƘƛǇǇŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ {ƻƴƻƳŀΩǎ ǿƛƴŜ 
country recently.  Congratulations to outgoing 
WCSA President Ernie Schroeder, Jr. of Jess 
Smith and Sons for two years of outstanding 
leadership and to Ernie and the WCSA staff for 
putting together a well attended, informative 
and very enjoyable meeting in a part of Califor-
nia, like that meeting hard to beat!  Congratula-
tions to incoming president Matt Laughlin of the 
J.G. Boswell Company. 
 
PG&E Proposes Massive Rate Increase 
When it submitted Phase 1 of its 2011 General 
Rate Case (GRC) in December of 
2009, PG&E requested a major 
rate increase for all customers, 
asking the California Public Utili-
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CƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  LǘΩǎ 
time for your supervi-
sors, managers and em-
ployees to attend the 
άCƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-
¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊΦ  .ǳƛƭŘπ
ing on the success of 
our last two years of 
άǘǊŀƛƴ-the-ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊέ 
workshops on forklifts 
and tractors, the demand for this training has been over-
whelming.  This year we have expanded the number of 
organizations involved, and expanded the training into 
Southern California and the northern San Joaquin Valley.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
throughout the state in seven different 
locations throughout April and May.  We 
encourage any farm or agricultural proc-
essing operation with forklifts to attend.  
The class is only three hours long and 
costs $35, which includes a binder and 
all of the training materials used at the 
school.  Each attendee will attend three 

(3) separate training sessions at the school including the 
following: 
 
Overview and Regulatory Requirements ς Cal/OSHA 
Consultation 
Safety Aspects of Forklift Operation ς Various Safety Ex-
perts 
Proper Operation and Maintenance ς JM Equipment 
Company 
 
Each session has its own cutoff date for registration, so 
be sure to get the attached registration sheet in as soon 
as possible.  For a copy of the flyer and registration form 
please visit our website at www.ccgga.org or call our of-
fice at (559)252-0684. 

Industry Calendar 
 
 

April 22-23τ  
American Cotton Pro-

ducersτDallas, TX 

 

May 18τ 
CA State Support Com-

mittee Mtgτ 
Tulare, CA 

 

May 26-28τ 
Supima Board Mtg/
Planning Sessionτ 

Phoenix, AZ 

 

June 1-3τ 
CA Cotton Ginners BOD 

/Industry Mtgτ 
Pismo Beach, CA 

 

June 16τ 
CA Cotton Growers 
Board Meetingτ 

Fresno, CA 

April 2010  

From left to right; Mark McKean, Cotton Growers Chairman, Earl 

Williams, Cotton Growers President/CEO, Jess Curlee, Presi-

dent/CEO Supima, and Steve Wilbur, Cotton Growers Secretary-

Treasurer. 

ChwY[LC¢ ά¢w!Lb-THE-¢w!Lb9wέ {9{{Lhb{ 

Dinuba (Enns Packing - 4572 Avenue 400) Fri April 23 

Manteca (JM Equipment Company ς 321 Spreckels Ave.) Wed April 28 

Dos Palos (Dos Palos Coop Gin  - 7870 W. Hutchins Road) Thurs April 29 

Santa Paula (Limoneira ς 1141 Cummings Road) Tues May 4 

Santa Maria (Tbd) Wed May 5 

Exeter (Memorial Building - 324 N. Kaweah Ave.) Thurs May 6 

Selma (Steve Nash Dairy ς 4282 E. Conejo) Tues May 11 

Bakersfield (CalCot Warehouse - 115 Washington ) Tues May 18 

Salinas (Tbd) Wed May 26 

http://www.agprocessors.org/
http://www.manchester247.com/iconPriceIncrease.jpg


ǘƘŀǘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
businesses and industries in this state sufficient time to re-
duce their emissions in a cost-effective manner without un-
necessary short-term costs.  I strongly support a more care-
fully phased approach to development of an auction system, 
beginning with a very small percentage of allowances sub-
ƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 
is influencing the ARB to go towards a more cost-effective 
approach, he is still supporting an auction which will in-
crease energy prices and cost regulated entities hundreds of 
thousands to millions of dollars with no associated GHG 
emission reductions.  
 

Ginners Industry Meeting Headed to Pismo 
The Ginners Annual Industry Meeting is switching locations 
from Morro Bay to the Shore Cliff Lodge in Shell Beach.  The 
meeting will begin on Tuesday, June 1st with a welcome re-
ception followed by the golf tournament on Wednesday at 
Avila Beach Golf Resort.  The board meeting, Industry meet-
ing, and Dinner will be held on Thursday, June 3rd.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan on attending this fun and in-
formative event at our beautiful new location.  We look for-
ward to seeing you all there! 
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Cotton Up! 

ties Commission (CPUC) to increase rates by over $1 billion 
in 2011.  PG&E requested over $800 million in increases in 
electricity rates alone.  In their application, the utility asked 
the Commission to approve electricity rates exceeding $12 
billion per year, which represents an average 7.2% increase 
over existing 2009 rates for all customers. Under the pro-
posal, agricultural and water pumping customers will see 
rates increase by 7.1%, reflecting a total increase of nearly 
$48 million a year in electricity costs to the industry.  Then, 
this past month, PG&E filed Phase 2 of the GRC and asked 
for an additional 6.0% increase for agricultural and pumping 
rates, which covers many tree nut hulling operations.  Agri-
cultural operations operating under these rate tariffs will 
pay PG&E an additional $91 millions per year in electricity 
charges!  Most troubling is the fact that PG&E is proposing 
ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ άƻŦŦ-ǇŜŀƪέ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ άƻŦŦ ǇŜŀƪέ 
rates to reduce peak load.  The Ag Energy Consumers Asso-
ciation (AECA) will be taking a lead role in fighting this push 
by PG&E.  WAPA is a member of AECA, with WAPA Chair-
man Bob Lange a member of the AECA Board of Directors, 
and WAPA President/CEO Roger Isom now President of 
AECA (see accompanying story this newsletter). 

 

ARB Mandatory Reporting 
The California Air Resources Board held a workshop on 
March 23rd to discuss revisions to the Mandatory Reporting 
requirement for facilities that emit 25,000 mtco2e.  Some 
changes are being made so that the requirement more 
closely aligns with the EPA reporting requirement and also 
the Cap-and-Trade Regulation that ARB is currently draft-
ing.  The major change that ARB has proposed is the lower-
ing of the reporting threshold down to 10,000 mtco2e in 
order for them to monitor leakage of the Cap-and-Trade 
program.  Lowering the threshold to 10,000 mtco2e will 
bring reporting requirements to 200 additional facilities and 
will only capture 2-3% more emissions.  The lowering of the 
threshold for reporting is the precursor for eventually mak-
ing those entities subject to direct regulation under the Cap-
and-Trade regulation! 

 

ARB Truck Rule Decals Available 
!ǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ !ƛǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ Lƴ
-Use Heavy-Duty Diesel-Fueled Vehicle Regulation (ARB 
Truck Rule), the CCGGA is distributing stickers that comply 
with this requirement.  The decal is a specific size and con-
sists of the letters AG in white on a black background.  These 
stickers must be affixed to the truck no later than April 30th.  
You will need to order two (2) stickers per truck, as they 

must be affixed to both doors.  The cost 
of the stickers is 45¢ a piece.  To order 
yours, just call our office at (559)252-
0684 for an order form. 

 

Pima Guide Box Review 
The 2010 Pima Guide Box Review for USDA grade stan-
dards was held in the Visalia Classing offices on March 9th.  
This is the second year for this process to be held in Visalia 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ aŜƳǇƘƛǎΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
Visalia location was such a success that it looks like Visalia 
will be the new home of these pima standards review.  
With all US pima now being classed in the Visalia facility, it 
seems like the appropriate venue for the review in the 
years ahead.  2010 was well attended and a good, frank 
and open discussion between ginners, growers, merchants 
and manufacturers ensued. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Governor Asks ARB to Slow Cap-and-Trade Auction 
Governor Schwarzenegger sent a letter to ARB Chair Mary 
Nichols expressing concern over the recommendation 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
recommendation on Auctioning.  The EAAC recommended 
that almost 100% of the available allowances be auctioned 
to affected entities instead of freely distributed.  The Gov-
ŜǊƴƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άΧŦǳƭƭ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of a cap-and-trade program may be too abrupt 
a transition ς posing high short-term cost to capped com-
panies.  A free allocation system, on the other hand, 
should reward companies that have already made signifi-
cant investments in energy efficiency and carbon reduc-
tion, and should not penalize those that produce goods in 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦέ  IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

No Sticky Cotton! 
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¦{5!Ωǎ !ǇǊƛƭ tƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
¢ƘŜ ¦{5!Ωǎ !ǇǊƛƭ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŦŜƭƭ ŀ 
little short of industry estimates.  Early industry estimates 
had a range of 300,000 to 350,000 acres for California 
2010.  Split ranges were guessed at 200-225,000 on pima 
and 100-125,000 on uplands.  Plantings were off to an 
early start in some areas, but have now slowed with 
change in weather.  If weather concerns continue to push 
much beyond April 15th look for some acreage shifts from 
ǇƛƳŀ ǘƻ ǳǇƭŀƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
change from the 300 - 350,000 acre range. 

AG  

Prospective 2010 U.S. Cotton Plantings 

  

2009 
Actual 
(Thou.) 

1/ 

2010 
USDA - 
NASS 

(Thou.) 
2/ 

2010 
NCC 
In-

tended 
(Thou.) 

3/ 

USDA 
Percent 
Change 

NCC 
Percent 
Change 

UPLAND           

SOUTHEAST 1,891 2,390 2,123 26.40% 12.20% 

Alabama 255 360 306 41.20% 19.90% 

Florida 82 90 80 9.80% -2.70% 

Georgia 1,000 1,150 1,089 15.00% 8.90% 

North Carolina 375 540 448 44.00% 19.50% 

South Carolina 115 175 130 52.20% 12.70% 

Virginia 64 75 71 17.20% 10.30% 

MID-SOUTH 1,627 1,730 1,764 6.30% 8.40% 

Arkansas 520 520 522 0.00% 0.40% 

Louisiana 230 200 233 -13.00% 1.10% 

Mississippi 305 340 362 11.50% 18.70% 

Missouri 272 290 293 6.60% 7.70% 

Tennessee 300 380 354 26.70% 18.00% 

SOUTHWEST 5,243 5,875 5,718 12.10% 9.10% 

Kansas 38 35 45 -7.90% 19.00% 

Oklahoma 205 240 259 17.10% 26.30% 

Texas 5,000 5,600 5,414 12.00% 8.30% 

WEST 247 320 312 29.80% 26.60% 

Arizona 145 185 175 27.60% 20.40% 

California 71 100 97 40.80% 37.10% 

New Mexico 31 35 40 14.80% 31.90% 

TOTAL UPLAND 9,008 10,315 9,916 14.50% 10.10% 

TOTAL ELS 142 190 176 34.10% 24.40% 

Arizona 2 3 2 76.50% 5.00% 

California 119 165 152 38.70% 27.90% 

New Mexico 3 4 3 33.30% 3.60% 

Texas 18 18 19 0.00% 6.50% 

ALLCOTTON 9,149 10,505 10,093 14.80% 10.30% 

From left to right: Manufacturer rep. Gary Vessels of H. Buhler Spinning; Grower 

reps. Jackie McDonald of JG Boswell and Don Cameron, Terranova Ranch; Ginner 

reps. Louie Colombini, Westside Farmers; Stan Creelman, Mid-Valley Cotton and 

Michael Hooper, Farmers Cooperative; USDA Memphis, Gretchen Deatherage. 

Special Advisory 
 

FALL PROTECTIONτWhen reviewing safety around the plant during 
ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
three basic categories of fall protection devices to help keep you safe 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ ς be sure you use them! 
GUARDRAILSτgenerally 42 inches high and must be able to with-
stand a force of at least 200 pounds. If there is no wall or parapet at 
least 21 inches high protecting an edge, there must be mid-rails or 
screens between the top of the guardrail and the walking or working 
surface to prevent falls. 
SAFETY NETSτusually made of rope mesh and designed to catch 
workers if they fall. Mesh openings can be no more than 36 square 
inches. They must, of course, be certified as strong enough to catch a 
falling worker. For your own protection, inspect them regularly. 
PERSONAL FALL PROTECTION SYSTEMSτŀ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ 
connected by a lifeline to a fixed anchor. The anchor must be able to 
withstand 5000 pounds of force, and the lifeline must be made of 
webbing or have a wire core if it might come in contact with a sharp 
edge. The personal fall arrest system is designed to go into action by 
the time a worker has fallen 6 feet and before contact with any 
lower level. 
Always inspect your personal fall arrest equipment before using it, 
check for: 
- Cuts, tears, abrasions, mold, or undue stretching 
- Damage due to deterioration 
- Contact with fire, acids, or other corrosives 
- Distorted hooks or faulty hook springs 
- Loose or damaged mountings 
- Alterations or additions that might affect its efficiency 
Never use personal fall arrest equipment unless it is in condition to 
do its job.  PROTECT YOURSELF! 


