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Forklift “Train-the-Trainer” Seminars Are Huge 
Success 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ 
were a tremendous success.  88 participants 
attended the first session in Dinuba, and the 
classes in Manteca and Dos Palos have more 
than 40 attendees at each location.  The classes 
have become a biennial tradition, rotating with 
¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΦ  
Each class consisted of three sessions: Regula-
tory Requirements, Safety Aspects of Forklift 
Operation, and Proper Operation and Mainte-
nance.  These classes are a joint effort of the 
California Cotton Ginners and Growers Asso-
ciations, Western Agricultural Processors As-
sociation, California Citrus Mutual, Far West 
Equipment Dealers Association, the Nisei 
Farmers League, California Grape and Tree 
Fruit League, AgSafe, local county Farm Bu-
reaus, Ventura County Agricultural Associa-
tion, State Compensation Insurance Fund, 
James G. Parker Insurance Associates, 
CalOSHA Consultation, JM Equipment Com-
pany, Cal Coast Machinery and Coastal Trac-
tor.  At the time this went to press over 350 

people had attended a class or were registered 
to attend an upcoming class. 
 
NRCS Announces Initiative to Improve Agricul-
tural Energy Efficiency 
¦{5!Ωǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
(NRCS) announced an initiative designed to help 
California agricultural producers transition to 
more energy efficient operations. This initiative 
will make funding available for individual on-
farm energy audits designed to save both 
money and energy when fully implemented. 
California is one of 29 states receiving funding 
for on-farm energy audits in fiscal year 2010 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ нллу CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). As much as 
$225,000 is available in California to assist up to 
150 farmers and ranchers with audits. The en-
ergy audits will be individually tailored to assess 
ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ƴƛƭƪ 
cooling, irrigation pumping, heating and cooling 
of livestock production facilities, manure collec-
tion and transfer, grain drying and other similar 
on-farm activities.  NRCS California will pay for 
the initial audits and the associated Agricultural 
Energy Management Plan (AgEMP). The AgEMP 
provides producers a roadmap for future imple-
mentation of energy-efficient practices.  Appli-
cations are due at local NRCS offices on or be-
fore June 18, 2010. Funding is available on a first
-come, first-serve basis. If approved for funding, 
producers will be asked to select an NRCS-
certified local Technical Service Provider, or con-
tractor, to perform the audit and develop the 
AgEMP.  
 
PG&E Proposition Bad for Farmers 
aŀƪŜ ƴƻ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΤ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ 
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Rebates Available for Electric Ag ATVs 
Applications are now 
being accepted by 
the San Joaquin Val-
ley Air Pollution Con-
trol District for re-
bates for new, elec-
tric utility terrain ve-
hicles (UTVs) for agri-
cultural use state-
wide.  Yes, that is 
ά{ǘŀǘŜ-ǿƛŘŜΦέ  bŜŀǊƭȅ Ϸм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
cost of purchasing agricultural ATVs and UTVs through 
the Agricultural UTV Rebate Project, awarded by the 
state Air Resources Board.  The grant provides rebates of 
мр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǇǊƛŎŜΣ 
up to $2,500 per vehicle, for new, certified, zero-emission 
vehicles.  These include the new electric John Deere 
άDŀǘƻǊέ ƻǊ .ŀǊŜŦƻƻǘ aƻǘƻǊǎ ά9¦±Φέ CƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
at www.valleyair.org.  The Air District is administering the 
ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ōȅ 
the agriculture industry to offset the costs of zero-
emissions vehicles that will benefit all of us through 

ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊ ŀƛǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ŀƳƛǊ {ƘŜƛƪƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎπ
ǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ   LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ 
businesses, public agencies and entities, and nonprofit 
organizations involved in California agricultural opera-
tions are eligible for the rebate. There is no limit on the 
number of vehicles purchased per applicant.  For more 
information about eligibility, vehicles and rebate 
amounts, or to obtain a rebate application, visit the Dis-
ǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.valleyair.org or call 559-230-5800. 
Applications may be submitted online or through the 
mail.  

Industry Calendar 
 
 

 
June 16— 

CA Cotton Growers 
Board Meeting— 

Fresno, CA 
 

June 25— 
Pima Grade Standards 

Box Matching— 
Visalia,  CA 

 
July 27-30— 

CA Grower Owned  
Gins Meeting— 
Lake Tahoe, NV 

June 2010  

Make Model 
Model 
Year 

Base 
MSRP Rebate 

Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-Classic 2010 $9,995 $1,500 
Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-Classic-LSV 2010 $10,995 $1,650 
Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-Stretch 2010 $11,499 $1,725 
Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-LT 2010 $7,250 $1,088 
Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-Stretch-LSV 2010 $12,495 $1,875 
Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-XT 2010 $11,995 $1,800 
Bad Boy Enterprises, LLC. BB-XT-LSV 2010 $12,995 $1,950 

Barefoot Motors 
Model One EUV - 
4WD 2009 $12,900 $1,935 

Barefoot Motors 
Model One EUV - 
2WD 2009 $11,900 $1,785 

John Deere Gator TE (T-145) 2010 $9,899 $1,485 
John Deere Gator TE (T-105) 2010 $9,449 $1,418 
Polaris Industries, Inc Ranger EV 2010 $10,699 $1,605 
Zap Dude ATV 2010 $5,495 $825 

http://www.valleyair.org/
http://www.valleyair.org/


ton varieties planted have been the more verticillium wilt 
susceptible upland cotton varieties and not the much more 
verticillium wilt tolerant Acala cotton varieties planted in 
the San Joaquin Valley.   There have only been a few years 
where several cotton fields each year showed any foliar 
symptoms of verticillium wilt.  These foliar symptoms have 
been light to moderate with no browning or defoliating of 
plant leaves. Even though the defoliating strains have been 
identified in laboratory testing, this severe injury has not 
been observed on cotton in the field. 
 
Sacramento Splittail – Another Review 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is seeking comments relevant to 
ŀ άǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀπ
mento splittail under the Endan-
gered Spe­cies Act.  The splittail is a small member of the 
minnow family.  It inhabits the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta, and its population has declined significantly.  The 
Service listed the splittail as threatened in 1999.  Pursuant 
to a settlement agreement with the Center for Bio­logical 
Diversity (CBD) the Service has agreed to reconsider its 
2003 decision to delist the small Delta fish by September 
30 of this year.  This reconsideration is yet another review 
of a decision that environ­mental groups claim resulted 
from political interference by the former Bush Administra-
tion.  In September of 2003 the Service was ordered by a 
federal judge to reconsider the listing after Central Valley 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅπ
sis sup­porting the listing was flawed.  This reconsideration 
ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлло ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
fish.  In August of last year the Center for Biological Diver-
sity filed a lawsuit arguing that the delisting decision vio-
lated the Endangered Species Act.  The lawsuit specifically 
cited the alleged interference of the Bush Administration.  
The settlement of that lawsuit requires the Service to make 
a new 12-month finding by September 30, 2010 on 
whether listing the splittail is warranted.  
 
American Pima Supply And Demand Update 
American Pima sales have been very strong for the 
2009/10 crop year with export sales identified to be ap-
proximately 672,000 bales as of May 20, 2010. 
Current industry speculation seems to indicate that current 
year domestic supplies have dwindled to near historically 
low levels. This seems to be coroborated by the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - World Agricul-
tural Outlook Board (WAOB). (Reference summary table at 
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Cotton Up! 

have been hit hard during the last few years.  Water cut-
backs, an extended drought and increasing regulatory re-
quirements have besieged our industry, resulting in tragi-
cally high unemployment and fallowed fields throughout 
the valley.  However, the worse may be yet to come.  The 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company is preparing a one-two 
punch that will further squeeze family farmers.  Earlier this 
year, PG&E asked state regulators to increase rates for all 
customers, including farmers, by over 7%.  Then, a few 
months later, PG&E asked to give agricultural customers 
another 6% rate hike on top of that.  The result?  A $90 mil-
lion electricity rate increase, every year, for farms, agribusi-
nesses and local water districts.  All of this is part of a 
nearly $1 billion rate increase PG&E is seeking from state 
regulators. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƨŀō ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tDϧ9Φ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
a knockout for many farmers and ranchers.  PG&E is single-
handedly funding a statewide constitutional amendment, 
Proposition 16, on the June ballot.  If you only listen to the 
ǊŀŘƛƻ ƻǊ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƻƴ ¢±Σ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
taxpayers by ensuring their right to vote on issues of en-
ergy service. But if you follow the money and believe the 
dozens of opponents, the passage of Proposition 16 will 
ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ tDϧ9Ωǎ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ŝƴπ
ergy competition in the Valley will be lost.  As farmers 
know well, competition is good.  In the Central Valley, 
farmers who reside in Modesto Irrigation District, Turlock 
Irrigation District and other public power providers enjoy 
much lower electricity rates much better service and reli-
ability than those stuck with PG&E.  Other areas, including 
South San Joaquin Irrigation District, Kings River Conserva-
tion District and even Kern County are beginning to look at 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ tDϧ9Ωǎ ǎƪȅ-high 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǊŀǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌŀƴƪ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘΦ 
PG&E was not happy with these threats of competition, 
and 16 was their answer.  They cannot compete on price, 
because local power is usually cheaper.  They cannot com-
pete in service, as most public electric utilities have much 
better service and reliability ratings.  They cannot compete 
on transparency, since directors of local power agencies 
are locally elected and held accountable by voters. 
But PG&E can compete with money, and has done so to the 
tune of nearly $35 million to get its monopoly locked into 
our state constitution, the vast majority of the contribu-
tions to their campaign.   Despite their claims, Proposition 
16 has nothing to do with taxes, and everything to do with 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ tDϧ9Ωǎ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀƳŜ 
monopoly power that they are using today to try to boost 

ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŀǘŜǎ ōȅ Ϸфл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
same monopoly power that uses eminent domain against 
family farms throughout the valley. 
When deciding how to vote on this constitutional amend-
ment, ask yourself: Who do you trust? Do you trust 
PG&E, the company that brought you SmartMeters, re-
cord rate increases, and a massive bankruptcy bailout in 
2001 that taxpayers covered? Or do you trust the oppo-
nents of Proposition 16, including customer advocates, 
local chambers of commerce, the California Farm Bureau, 
the Association of California Water Agencies, and many 
others. 
5ƻƴΩǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ tDϧ9Ωǎ ŦŀƭǎŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ tǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ мсΣ 
and send a message to Sacramento and San Francisco 
that competition is essential to lower energy rates, and 
key to the survival of our farms.  Family farms says vote 
No on Proposition 16, and yes to more competition for 
PG&E.  
Roger Isom is the President of the Agricultural Energy 
Consumers Association, which represents over 40,000 
farmers statewide on energy issues. 
 
Verticillium Wilt Testing in Sacramento Valley 
In Glenn County, California, the growing of cotton is lim-
ited to a certain geographic region within the county.  
This is the only county in the country that limits the plant-
ing of cotton in such a way, and was created in response 
to fears by the olive growing community and the per-
ceived fear of the spread of verticillium wilt to existing 
olive groves.  To fully understand this issue, Doug Munier, 
Farm Advisor with UC Cooperative Extension has con-
ducting an ongoing study of verticillium wilt in cotton 
planted in Glenn County.  The following information is an 
excerpt from the annual report compiled by Doug Mu-
nier.  Every cotton field in Glenn County in the fall of 
2009 was surveyed for vascular discoloration caused by 
verticillium wilt.  One hundred plant stems were cut in 
each of the four quadrants of each field, for a total of 400 
stems per field.  The results for every field are shown in 
column four of Table 1.  Of the 20 cotton fields, no vascu-
lar discoloration was found in any of the 400 plant stems 
sampled in 13 fields.  The seven remaining fields ranged 
from 1 to 11 plants out of 400 where vascular discolora-
tion was observed.  The seven fields averaged 1.2 % of 
stems with vascular discoloration.  The highest field had 
2.8 % of stems with vascular discoloration.  Over the last 
15 years cotton has been grown on 2,500 to 20,000 acres 
per year in the Sacramento Valley.  Almost all of the cot-

No Sticky Cotton! 
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the bottom of page 2.) 
The WAOB numbers estimate ending stocks for American 
Pima to be 22,000 bales as of July 31, 2010 for the 
2009/10 crop year. This would in reality be zero as the 
figure would still include bales that may not have been 
shipped by the end of the crop year, but have already 
been sold. 
The recent WAOB report from May 11 also included the 
first estimate for the 2010/11 crop year. The first num-
bers forecast a production of 500,000 bales plus the 
22,000 bales of carry-over for a total supply of 522,000 
bales. This figure is noticeably less than the total 707,000 
bales that were estimated to be available during the cur-
rent year, due to starting with a 305,000 bale carry-over.  
With an estimated 185,000 bales less in overall supply (-
26%), demand for American Pima is anticipated to remain 
strong through the new crop year.  
Globally, ELS production figures are also shaping up to be 
tight for the 2010/11 crop year. Although the Interna-
tional Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) is forecasting a 
global ELS production of some 2,289,000 bales (+18%). 
Based on the April 23, 2010 report, it is quite probable, 
that production figures will end up being lower than cur-
rent estimates. The 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 9[{ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
not been conducive to producing a higher yielding crop. 
The U.S. has certainly had its fair share of complicating 
weather patterns move through the western and south-
western American Pima producing states. Frequent rains 
and continually cool temperatures, without any signifi-
cant warming periods, have left the U.S. with a crop that 
was planted in sub-optimal planting conditions. Unofficial 
reports speculate that the U.S. crop is a couple of weeks 
behind at this point. Some areas are even thought to be 
as much as maybe 4 weeks behind. There is still consider-
able growing season ahead and the outlook for cool 
weather can certainly change quickly.  
Local sentiment estimates planted acreage in the western 
and southwestern American Pima producing states at 
about 195,000 acres. Using conservative yields, produc-
tion for the U.S. could equate to only about 425,000 - 
450,000 bales. 
 
Classing Fees Same for 2010 
The USDA/AMS has announced that 2010 classing fees 
will remain the same for 2010 at $2.20 per bale or $2.14/
bale if collected at the gin. 
 


