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Newsletter of the California Cotton Ginners and Growers Associations 

Annual Safety School A Huge Success 
The 2010 CCGA/WAPA Safety School and 
Managerial Seminar held at the Kings Fair-
grounds in Hanford was a huge success. Over 
нлл ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
Topics included Hazard Communication-MSDS, 
put on by Jose Cantu of J.G. Boswell Co.; Heat 
Illness Prevention, 
taught by Jim Lopes of 
Cal/OSHA Consulta-
tion Service; Auger 
Safety presented by 
Richard Espinosa of 
Superior Almond 
Hulling and Larry 
Shaw from Martin 
Sprocket & Gear; Fall 
Protection taught by 
Tom Ritter of Fall-
Tech. As always with 
the help of Mark Pta-
cek, Elda Bruegge-
mann, Mike Bruegge-
mann, and Debra 
Beavers, the Safety Contest held at Central Val-
ley CooperativeΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
winner was Rudy Paz of Anderson Clay-
ton.  Rudy becomes the very first repeat win-
ner after also taking home the top score in 
2007. Congratulations Rudy! Other winners 
were as follows: tie 10th place ς Mike Alvarez, 
Broadview Coop, Jose Gomez, Broadview 
Coop, and Jorge Ortiz, J.G. Boswell; 9th place ς 
Tony Arreguin, Anderson Clayton; 8th place ς 
Ricardo Trejo, Pacific Ginning; 7th place ς Ar-
mando Flores, Mid Valley Cotton Growers; 6th 
place ς Roberto Ramirez, Anderson Clayton; 
5th place ς Adolfo Gamino, Westhaven Cotton 

Co.; 4th place ς Ana Maria Bravo, Famoso Nut 
Co.; 3rd place ς John Espinoza, Westhaven Cot-
ton Co.; 2nd place ς Jose Betancourt, Anderson 
Clayton.  Congratulations to all the winners! 
At the Managerial Seminar, the following topics 
were covered: Cal/OSHA Confined Spaces Re-
view, presented by Mike Smith, Cal/OSHA Con-

sultation; Injury Trends 
Analysis, by Jack Pas-
sarella, The Zenith; and 
Hot Topics in Labor Law, 
by Michael Saqui, The 
Saqui Law Group. In the 
afternoon, Hugo Cornejo 
from the California De-
partment of Public 
Health gave the required 
Food Safety from the 
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ for 
the Tree Nut Indus-
try.  Many thanks to the 
Associate members for 
displaying their wares to 
the attendees. They in-

cluded International Fiber Packaging/L.P. 
Brown, Jorgensen & Company, J.M. Equipment 
Co., Karl M. Smith Inc., Langston Companies, 
Lummus Corp., Stoel Rives, LLP, and the Nisei 
Farmers League. The Association would also like 
to extend our sincerest appreciation to Florence 
Luis, Dorvel Davis and the rest of the staff of 
Central Valley Cooperative, for their hard work 
and cooperation in holding the Safety Contest. 
These examples of support are what make our 
Safety School so successful. The Association 
would like to express our sincere appreciation to 
the overwhelming generosity by our Safety 
School Sponsors including: 
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Ginners Industry Meeting Registrations Due 
The registration deadline for our Ginners Industry Meet-
ing in Pismo Beach on June 1st through June 3rd at the 
Shore Cliff Lodge and 
Ventana Grill is Friday, 
May 14th.  Please fax or 
mail them to our office on 
or before the date so that 
we can make the proper 
arrangements.  The room 
block at the Shore Cliff 
Lodge is closed and as of 
publication, there were 
no additional rooms avail-
able.  Please check with 
them first if you need to 
make your reservation to 
see if there were any can-
cellations, but if no rooms 
are available contact the 
Pismo Lighthouse Suites 
at (800) 245-2411 or the 
Cottage Inn at (888) 440-
8400.  Both hotels are 

within a short walk to the Ventana Grill.  Any other ques-
tions or problems, contact Casey or Shana @ (559) 252-
0684.   
 
More Hearings on the ARB Truck Rule 
The California Air Resources Board (ARB) held another 
hearing to hear a staff report on possible modifications to 
the 2008 Truck Rule.  Potential changes to the regulation 
will be aimed at alleviating impacts due to the economy.  
The staff will conduct workshops this summer on the pro-
posed changes and take the suggested changes to the 
Board at their September Board Meeting.  These changes 
follow on staff proposed changes considered in work-
shops in January.  However, these have been delayed to 
all for the staff to revise their economic analyses, as well 
as their plan commitments.  The proposed changes will 
consider both short-term and long-term relief.  For short-
term, the staff is considering deferring the PM filter re-
quirements for all fleets up to two (2) years, and extend-
ing the initial January 1, 2011 compliance date by several 
months.  In the long term, staff is considering increasing 
the mileage thresholds, a more gradual PM filter and ve-
hicle replacement schedule.  It is anticipated that the 
next round of workshops will occur in June.  Stay tuned!   

Industry Calendar 
 
 

May 18τ 
CA State Support Com-

mittee Mtgτ 
Tulare, CA 

 
May 26-28τ 

Supima Board Mtg/
Planning Sessionτ 

Phoenix, AZ 
 

June 1-3τ 
CA Cotton Ginners BOD 

/Industry Mtgτ 
Pismo Beach, CA 

 
June 16τ 

CA Cotton Growers 
Board Meetingτ 

Fresno, CA 
 

July 27-30τ 
CA Grower Owned  

Gins Meetingτ 
Lake Tahoe, NV 

May 2010  



Cotton Ginners 
and Growers As-
sociations, West-
ern Agricultural 
Processors Asso-
ciation, California 
Citrus Mutual, 
Far West Equip-
ment Dealers As-
sociation, the 

Nisei Farmers League, California Grape and Tree Fruit 
League, AgSafe, local county Farm Bureaus, Ventura 
County Agricultural Association, State Compensation In-
surance Fund, James G. Parker Insurance Associates, 
CalOSHA Consultation, JM Equipment Company, Cal Coast 
Machinery and Coastal Tractor.  At the time this went to 
press over 350 people had attended a class or were regis-
tered to attend an upcoming class. 
 
Rebates Available for Electric Ag ATVs 
Applications are now being accepted by the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution Control District for rebates for new, 
electric utility terrain vehicles (UTVs) for agricultural use 
state-wideΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ά{ǘŀǘŜ-ǿƛŘŜΦέ  bŜŀǊƭȅ Ϸм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
available to offset the cost of purchasing agricultural ATVs 
and UTVs through the Agricultural UTV Rebate Project, 
awarded by the state Air Resources Board.  The grant pro-
ǾƛŘŜǎ ǊŜōŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ мр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƎπ
gested retail price, up to $2,500 per vehicle, for new, certi-
fied, zero-emission vehicles.  
These include the new electric 
WƻƘƴ 5ŜŜǊŜ άDŀǘƻǊέ ƻǊ .ŀǊŜŦƻƻǘ 
aƻǘƻǊǎ ά9¦±Φέ CƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
list of eligible equipment, please 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
www.valleyair.org.  The Air Dis-
ǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻπ
gram is greatly needed by the agriculture industry to offset 
the costs of zero-emissions vehicles that will benefit all of 
ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊ ŀƛǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ŀƳƛǊ {ƘŜƛƪƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ   LƴŘƛπ
viduals, businesses, public agencies and entities, and non-
profit organizations involved in California agricultural op-
erations are eligible for the rebate. There is no limit on the 
number of vehicles purchased per applicant.  For more in-
formation about eligibility, vehicles and rebate amounts, or 
ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǊŜōŀǘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
www.valleyair.org or call 559-230-5800. Applications may 
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Cotton Up! 

CCGGA/Q-CELLS ALLIANCE 
The California Cotton Growers and California Cotton Gin-
ners Associations have formed an alliance with Q-Cells 
North America. 
Q-Cells, a Germany based company, is the largest manufac-
turer of solar panels in the world and has recently entered 
the agriculture/commercial solar sales and installation mar-
ket in the U.S. with the establishment of Q-Cells North 
America headquartered in Burlingame, CA.  "Finding a solar 
company to establish an alliance with was timely and im-
portant given the increased interest in solar power systems 
by many of our members today, both ginners and growers 
and we are pleased to announce this alliance with Q-Cells 
bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέΣ ǎŀƛŘ Earl Williams, president and CEO of 
CCGGA. 
Q-Cells North America will become an Associate member of 
both the Ginners and Growers Associations and the Asso-
ciations will assist Q-Cells North America in the dissemina-
tion of information on their solar business and products to 
CCGGA's regular members as well as their respective Asso-
ciate membership families.  CCGGA will benefit financially 
from Q-Cells' sales and installations of their products to 
CCGGA members and Associates. 
We welcome Q-Cells North America to our Associate mem-
bership and alliance families and look forward to a mutu-
ally beneficial alliance. 
Ron Nimmo, previously with Stone Land Company and gin 
manager at Westhaven Cotton Company has joined Q-Cells 
North America as an Ag/Commercial Field Representative.  
He will remain in a consulting capacity with Stone Land and 
Westhaven Cotton Company gin carrying on many of his 
past responsibilities while representing Q-Cells. 
The government incentivizes, state and federal, the ever 
changing dynamics of solar power production all coupled 

with the improving legislative climate certainly makes 
consideration of a solar facility installation much more 
economical and business friendly today than in the past. 
We hope that if you have an interest, are considering so-
lar or just curious and want to find out the facts about 
how solar power could possibility work for your opera-
tion, give Ron Nimmo a call at 559-816-5270. 
 
Memoriams 
Ben Carreiro, a longtime cotton farmer and devoted fam-
ily man from the Lemoore area passed away on April 19, 
2010 at age 73.  
Ben farmed with his two sons Sam, and Doug also of Le-
moore.  Sam serves on the board of the Cotton Growers 
Association.  We will miss Ben and his always kind, 
friendly and light hearted demeanor. 
 

Roy IsomΣ ǳƴŎƭŜ ƻŦ wƻƎŜǊ LǎƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
Vice President passed away after a short illness on April 
15, 2010. 
Roy was a great friend of agriculture and was known 
throughout the valley as the voice of agriculture.  40 
years in TV and radio, he was best known for his work for 
KMJ Radio in Fresno where he was news director and 
farm news director broadcasting in the early mornings 
with all the latest ag news.  A memorial scholarship fund 
has been set up with the Ag One Foundation at Fresno 
{ǘŀǘŜΦ  /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ LǎƻƳΩǎ 
name can be made at agonefoundation.org/roy.htm or 
sent to: 
Ag One Foundation/College Development 
Jordan College of Agriculture Sciences and Technology  
CA State University Fresno 
2910 E. Barstow Avenue 
MS OF 115 
Fresno, CA  93740 
 
CƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ !ǊŜ IǳƎŜ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
CƻǊƪƭƛŦǘ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘǊŜƳŜƴπ
dous start.  88 participants attended the first session in 
Dinuba, and the classes in Manteca and Dos Palos have 
more than 40 attendees at each location.  The classes 
have become a biennial tradition, rotating with Tractor 
{ŀŦŜǘȅ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ-the-¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
three sessions: Regulatory Requirements, Safety Aspects 
of Forklift Operation, and Proper Operation and Mainte-
nance.  These classes are a joint effort of the California 

No Sticky Cotton! 
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be submitted online or through the mail.  

Sacramento Splittail ς Another Review 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking comments 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ άǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ ǎǇƭƛǘǘŀƛƭ 
under the Endangered Spe­cies Act.  The splittail is a 
small member of the minnow family.  It inhabits the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta, and its population has de-
clined significantly.  The Service listed the splittail as 
threatened in 1999.  Pursuant to a settlement agreement 
with the Center for Bio­logical Diversity (CBD) the Service 
has agreed to reconsider its 2003 decision to delist the 
small Delta fish by September 
30 of this year.  This reconsid-
eration is yet another review of 
a decision that environ­mental 
groups claim resulted from political interference by the 
former Bush Administration.  In September of 2003 the 
Service was ordered by a federal judge to reconsider the 
listing after Central Valley water suppliers filed a lawsuit 
ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǎǳǇπǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
ŦƭŀǿŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳπ
ber 2003 decision to delist the fish.  In August of last year 
the Center for Biological Diversity filed a lawsuit arguing 
that the delisting decision violated the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.  The lawsuit specifically cited the alleged inter-
ference of the Bush Administration.  The settlement of 
that lawsuit requires the Service to make a new 12-
month finding by September 30, 2010 on whether listing 
the splittail is warranted.  

Make Model 
Model 
Year 

Base 
MSRP Rebate 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-Classic 2010 $9,995 $1,500 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-Classic-LSV 2010 $10,995 $1,650 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-Stretch 2010 $11,499 $1,725 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-LT 2010 $7,250 $1,088 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-Stretch-LSV 2010 $12,495 $1,875 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-XT 2010 $11,995 $1,800 

Bad Boy Enterprises, 
LLC. BB-XT-LSV 2010 $12,995 $1,950 

Barefoot Motors 
Model One EUV - 
4WD 2009 $12,900 $1,935 

Barefoot Motors 
Model One EUV - 
2WD 2009 $11,900 $1,785 

John Deere Gator TE (T-145) 2010 $9,899 $1,485 

John Deere Gator TE (T-105) 2010 $9,449 $1,418 

Polaris Industries, 
Inc Ranger EV 2010 $10,699 $1,605 

Zap Dude ATV 2010 $5,495 $825 

Gold 
Karl M. Smith, Inc. 

Q-Cells North America 

Silver 
Lummus Corporation 
Ranchers Cotton Oil 

Bronze 
Calcot, Ltd. 

IFP/LP Brown 
JM Equipment Co. 

Langston Bag 
Stoel Rives LLP  

Door Prizes 
Calcot 

IFP/LP Brown 
Jorgenson 

Karl M. Smith 
Langston Bag 

Samuel Strapping 
Stoel Rives 

Stover Equipment Co. 
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