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tƛǊŜǎ bŀƳŜŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ нллф DƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Year 
Tom Pires, manager of West Island Cotton 
Growers, Inc. 
was named 
the Califor-
nia Cotton 
Ginners As-
ǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
άнллф DƛƴƴŜǊ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ 
during the 
organiza-
ǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
Industry 
Meeting re-
cently held 
in Pismo 
Beach.  This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [Ŝπ
moore area and spent many summers working 
on the family farm.  He joined the Army and 
served as a missile crewman in Germany from 
1967 to 1967.  Upon his return from the Army 
he attended West Hills College and  later Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo where he graduated with 
honors in 1974 with a Bachelors of Science in 
Natural Resources Management. 
Tom started his career in the cotton ginning 
business in 1976 where he ran the Westhaven 
Cotton Growers Gin for one season.  In 1977 he 
joined West Valley Cotton Growers as Man-
ager.  He bought a farm in 1978 and has added 
to that operation over the years.  In 1992, he 
added Island Cooperative Gin to his managerial 
responsibilities. 
In 2009 the West Valley and Island operations 
were merged to form West Island Cotton 
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land acreages will not be available for publication until 
mid August.  Until then here is our current acreage esti-
mates: 

Pima Grade Standards Matched In Visalia 
The Visalia Classing office hosted the 2010 American 
Pima Grade Standards Box Matching process on June 
25th.  This is the process in which all 2010 American Pima 
Grade Standards are matched to the American Pima 
Guide boxes that were approved by representatives of 
the manufactures, growers, ginners and merchant and 
cooperative segments of the industry in a meeting earlier 
in the year in Visalia.  
With all the U.S. pima production now being classed in 
the Visalia facility and over 90% of U.S. pima production 
in California, the Visalia classing facility is the ideal facility 
to hold these sessions and the attendance and interest 
from industry segments has been great.  
Shown in picture are industry representatives and USDA/
AMS officials during the box matching process. 

Industry Calendar 
 

July 27-30 ς  
CA Grower Owned 

Gins Meeting ς  
Tahoe 

 
Aug 17-18 ς  

American Cotton  
Producers ς  
Lubbock, TX 

 
Sept 2 ς  

Supima Annual  
Meeting ς  

Harris Ranch 
 

Sept 8 ς  
CA Cotton Growers 

Board Meeting ς 
Fresno 

 
Sept 15 ς  

CA Cotton Ginners 
Board Meeting ς 

Fresno  

July 2010  

Growers,  Inc. 
This year's Ginner of the Year is a Past President 
of the California Association of Grower Owned 
Gins, a graduate of the National Cotton Coun-
cil's Leadership Program, has been a ginner 
delegate to the NCC for several years and today 
is a member of the Joint Cotton Industry Bale 
Packaging Committee.  He serves on the Board 
of Directors of the California Cotton Ginners As-
sociation and is an active participant in many 
industry activities. 
Tom and his wife Lynn together have 8 children 
and 12 grandchildren.  When he's not working 
he enjoys traveling and spending time with Lynn 
and their families. 
 
Butch Stevens, Distinguished Service Award 
Recipient 
[ŜƭŀƴŘ ά.ǳǘŎƘέ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ was named the 2009 
Distinguished Service Award recipient at the 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻǘǘƻƴ DƛƴƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Industry Meeting in June. 
Butch was born in Burrel, California and at-
tended Laton High School and the College of the 
Sequoias.  
While in 
college his 
dad was the 
Manager of 
Laton Coop 
Gin where 
Butch had 
his first ex-
periences 
running a 
cotton gin.  
He started 
on the gin 

2009 CCGA Distinguished Service Award Recipi-

ent Butch Stevens (Right) stands next to CCGA 

President/CEO, Earl Williams 

 2010 2009 

County Prelim. Acres Final Acres 

Fresno 73,330 40,930 

Kern  52,485 39,590 

Kings  98,365 65,835 

Madera  4,095 330 

Merced  38,510 23,385 

Tulare  22,695 11,210 

San Joaquin 0 0 

San Joaquin Valley Total 
Acres: 

  

289,480 181,280 

Imperial  3,085 1,615 

Riverside 7,755 4,780 

San Bernardino 240 0 

SoCAL Total Acres: 
    

11,080 6,395 

State-wide Total Acres (excluding Sacramento  
Valley):    

    300,520 187,675 

2009 CCGA Ginner of the Year Tom Pires 

(Right) stands next to CCGA President/CEO, 

Earl Williams 



fees at both the state and local level must end. If allowed 
to continue, these tax-like fees will inappropriately add to 
the tax burden faced by taxpayers.  It will cost taxpayers 
more when they take their families out to dinner, it will 
cost taxpayers more every time they fill up at the pump 
and it will cost taxpayers more when they register their ve-
ƘƛŎƭŜǎΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ /ŀǎŀȊȊŀΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ California 
¢ŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ   !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǇ IƛŘŘŜƴ 
Taxes coalition restated its opposition to the Majority 
Budget Vote Initiative, which would lower the require-
ments for legislators to pass the state budget and take 
ŀǿŀȅ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ϦƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǘŀȄŜǎϦ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀπ
tion. This measure is a recipe for more hidden taxes, more 
wasteful spending and bigger deficits for California. Voters 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ  άLŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to pass a budget with a bare majority vote there is no 
doubt in my mind they will be in a perfect position to more 
Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΣ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ 
money and pretend the budget is balanced when we all 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ  Already Sacramento politicians have 
ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨōƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ōŀƭπ
ancing the state budget is illegal. Now they want voters to 
make it easier for them to 
Ǉŀǎǎ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
really balanced and relies 
ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƛƳƳƛŎƪǎΣέ ŀǎ 
stated by Allan Zaremberg, 
President/Chief Executive 
Officer, California Chamber 
of Commerce.  The Califor-
nia Cotton Ginners and 
Growers Associations are 
supporters of this initiative. 
 
tDϧ9Ωǎ tǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ DƻŜǎ 5ƻǿƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŦŜŀǘΗ 
Proposition 16 was defeated by voters, despite the fact 
that PG&E spent over $44 million to try and pass this con-
ǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ άbƻ ƻƴ tǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ мсέ ŎŀƳπ
paign spent approximately $80,000 in defeating the bill, 
which included a major effort by the Ag Energy Consumers 
Association (AECA).  Proposition 16 was funded almost en-
tirely by PG&E and would have severely hampered the abil-
ity of local agencies, such as irrigation districts and rural 
cities and counties, to offer competitive services against 
PG&E.  This initiative would have required a 2/3 vote any-
time a public agency pursued public power options.  AECA 
has long supported public power options as an important 
hedge against utility monopoly power.  Public power agen-
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Cotton Up! 

yard and as he gained experience, moved up the ranks. 
In 1976, Ben McCosh of Lummus Gin Co. offered him a job 
and he relocated his family back to Visalia after working in 
Los Angeles.  He started as a service man and soon became 
their Sales Manager.  He later went to work for Continental 
Eagle Corporation, but in 2003 was persuaded to come 
back to Lummus Gin Co. where he remains today. 
During his 34 years in the cotton gin and machinery busi-
ness, Butch has been involved and overseen the installation 
of many cotton gins and a lot of the machinery in Califor-
nia.  He is highly regarded for his experience, knowledge of 
gins and gin machinery, and well known and appreciated 
ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƴŜǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǊΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƎƻ ǘƻέ Ƴŀƴ 
regarding cotton gin machinery and his expertise has been 
recognized in California, across the country as well as inter-
nationally. 
Butch met the love of his life Elaine during High School and 
they have enjoyed 45 years of marriage.  They have two 
children and three grandchildren.  One of Butch's proudest 
moments was witnessing his father, Leland Stevens, Sr. re-
ceive the same award in 1998.  Leland Sr. and Butch are the 
first father and son to receive the Association's Distin-
guished Service Award. 
 
Ginners Meet in Pismo 
The California Cotton Ginners Association held their Indus-
try Conference in Pismo from June 1st through June 
3rd.  The meeting was a huge success with over 80 atten-
dees that included gin managers, associate members, and 
industry representatives.  The meeting was highlighted 
with special guest speakers including; Kirk Gilkey, President 
of the National Cotton Ginners Association; Ed Hughs, Re-
search Director for the USDA Southwest Ginning Labora-
tory; Matt Laughlin, J.G. Boswell and President of the 
Western Cotton Shippers Association; Jarral Neeper, Presi-
dent of Calcot; Dru Sutton, Ron Nimmo and Jamie Kvittem 
of Q-Cells International; and Dan Geis, Assistant Executive 
Director of Ag Energy Consumers Associations.  At a dinner 
on the evening of the 3rd, [ŜƭŀƴŘ ά.ǳǘŎƘέ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ received 
the Distinguished Service Award and Tom Pires of West 
Island Cotton Growers was honored with the Ginner of the 
Year Award.  Special thanks to associate members Waste 
Management, Bayer CropScience, Calcot, Q-Cells Interna-
tional, Karl M. Smith, ITW Signode, Jess Smith & Sons Cot-
ton, L.P. Brown/International Fiber Packaging, Ranchers 
Cotton Oil, Samuel Strapping Systems, Western Cotton 
Shippers Association, Zenith Insurance Company, 
Langston Companies, Lummus Corporation, and Mackey & 

Mackey Insurance Agency for making the event possible 
with their generous sponsorships!  
 
$10 Million More Available to Help Ag Producers Im-
prove Air Quality 
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

in California announced $10 million in additional funding 
for farmers and ranchers interested in reducing air qual-
ity emissions from off-road mobile or stationary agricul-
tural sources.  This funding is in addition to over $13 mil-
lion available earlier this year for agricultural air quality 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ нллу CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴπ
mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The funding 
offers agricultural producers incentives for retiring old 
inefficient engines that contribute to air pollution prob-
lems.  "This program has been so successful that we 
wanted to make more funding available for the large 
number of farmers and ranchers still requesting assis-
ǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9Ř .ǳǊǘƻƴΣ bw/{ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀπ
ǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ ά²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎπ
ŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ нллфΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ 
in the numbers: NRCS administered $18.7 million and 
funded 335 applications for replacement of on-farm die-
sel combustion engines in 2009.  There are 36 counties 
eligible to use the funds to help achieve compliance with 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). The eli-
gible counties are Alameda, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, 
Contra Costa, El Dorado, Fresno, Imperial, Inyo, Kern, 
Kings, Los Angeles, Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Merced, 
Mono, Napa, Nevada, Orange, Placer, Riverside, Sacra-
mento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaquin, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, 
Tulare, Tuolumne, Ventura and Yolo. 
 
Stop Hidden Taxes Initiative Qualifies for Ballot 
Late yesterday afternoon, the Secretary of State an-
nounced that the Stop Hidden Taxes Initiative and the 
Majority Budget Vote Initiative qualified for the Novem-
ber ballot.  If approved by voters, the Stop Hidden Taxes 
Initiative will stop legislators and local officials from pass-
ing taxes disguised as fees.  Politicians at the state and 
local level have been using this gimmick to circumvent 
the constitutional requirements for passing taxes on Cali-
ŦƻǊƴƛŀƴǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŀǎ 

No Sticky Cotton! 
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cies, such as Merced Irrigation District, offer much lower 
rates and better service, on average, than investor-
owned utilities such as PG&E and Edison.  
 
Heat Illness Bill Moves in the Legislature 
SB 477 (Florez) passed through the Assembly Labor and 
Employment Committee this past month.  SB 477 would 
strengthen the heat illness prevention requirements for 
outdoor workers.  The bill currently calls for shade to be 
provided for at least 25% of the outdoor workers and re-
ǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƘƛƎƘ ƘŜŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
the temperature equals or exceeds 95 degrees F.  Florez 
is now asking that the bill be strengthened to require 
shade for 100% of the employees and a trigger of 90 de-
grees F for the high heat procedures.  This follows on the 
heels of the SB 1121 (Florez) which would drastically 
change the overtime provisions for agricultural employ-
ees, dropping the overtime trigger from 60 hours per 
week to 40 hours per week.  SB 1121 has passed through 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
Desk. 
 
Equipment For Sale? 
Cotton Farming magazine is now the resource in which 
ginners and suppliers may post classified ads for equip-
ƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǘǘƻƴ DƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
the National Cotton Council will be publicizing this avail-
ability to the industry.  Initially, availability for this service 
will be through their website at www.cottonfarming.com.  
Lia Guthrie, publisher of the magazine, is the contact per-
son for details and pricing for ad space.  Lia is excited 
about the prospects and would be glad to speak with any 
of you if you have questions.  Hopefully, this will more 
than fill the void left by the demise of the Cotton Gin and 
Oil Mill Press. 
 
Preliminary 2010 CA Cotton Acreage 
¢ƘŜ tƛƴƪ .ƻƭƭǿƻǊƳ όt.²ύ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ άǊƻǳƴŘ 
ƻƴŜέ ƻŦ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмл Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ŎǊƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ Wƻŀǉǳƛƴ 
Valley and southern CA cotton growing regions.  Over the 
next two months the PBW Program will discover a few 
new fields, while a few fields might be plowed un-
der.  Therefore, continued corrections to the cotton map 
will be made.  The Program will also be distinguishing 
Pima fields from upland variety fields as the crop ma-
tures.  Northern CA (Sacramento Valley) will not be 
mapped until August. 
άCƛƴŀƭέ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƛƳŀ ŀƴŘ ǳǇπ
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